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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
24th May 1875.

Municipal—Lands. :

No. 194. Read the followi.ng letter from R. DAVIDSON, Esq., Acting President
of the Municipal Commissions, Ganjam, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated
Rumbah, 10th May 1875, S. No. 297:—

I have the honor to submit copy of a letter, dated 29th March last, No. 1,
from the Vice-President, Berhampore Municipality, relative to the acquisition of
a piece of swampy land which the Municipal Commissioners of that town wish to
reclaim on sanitary and public grounds.

9. The land in question is situated between the two parts of the town called
Bapur and Berhampore, within the Berhampore Municipality. Its extent is
8 acres and 85 cents, a portion thereof is cultivated with paddy, and the
remainder is a reeking cesspool. It forms part of an endowment of a pagoda, the
full extent of which is Acres 12-48 wet, and the assessment of which was put down
by the Inam Commissioner as Rupees 43. The number of the Inam Commis-
sioner’s title-deed issued for this land is 2,403. The assessment of the portion

taken up would, according to the Inam Commissioner’s rate of assessment, amount
to Rupees 30. The actual amount realized by the Inamdar is probably a little

more than this sum.

3. It is a pestiferous swamp into which a great portion of the drainage of the
military lines and other portions of Bapur falls and stagnates.

4.” Cholera invariably makes its first appearance in its vicinity when it visits
the station ; and the swamp is a nuisance and a source of disease to the inhabitants
of Bapur and Berhampore at present.

5. The Zillah Surgeon, Dr. Beach, is of opinion * that its drainage would be
a sanitary measure of much importance and tend greatly to improve the health of
the neighbourhood.”

; 6. The swamp is capable of being scientifically drained at a moderate cost
which the Municipality are ready to incur; and there are no engineering difficulties
in the way of carrying out the reclamation project.

7. Under these circumstances it is extremely desirable that the land in
question should be obtained for the Municipality.

8. The Commissioners have it in contemplation to build a school, Municipal
office, and other public buildings on the site after it has been acquired.

9. Every attempt has been made to come to terms with the proprietor, who
ig obdurate and impracticable.

10. The value of the land has been carefully estimated by highly competent
judges; and a liberal amount of compensation, #»iz,, Rupees 1,327-8-0, has been
fixed at the rate of Rupees 150 per acre. This suminvested in 4 per cent. Govern-
ment securities will fetch Rupees 53, which is more than the amount which will be
lost to the Inamdar by the taking up of the land in question. There is no land
available which the Inamdar is willing to accept as an exchange. He declines
to accept the money-compensation offered, and will come to no other reasongble
terms.

11. For thess reasons I hope Government will be pleased to support the
Commissioners in their effort to obtain the land under the provisions of the Land
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Acufuisition Act. I accordingly request that, under Section 19 of the Towns
Improvement Act IIL. of 1871, and Section 6 of the Land Acquisition Act X. of
1870, orders may be passed for the issue of a notification declaring that the land
in question is needed for a public purpose, and authorizing proceedings to be taken
for obtaining possession of the same on behalf of the Municipality, and for the
determination and payment of compensation according to law.

From T. J. MALTBY, Fsq., Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Berhampore, to

R. DAVIDSON, Esq., Acting President of the Municipal Commissions, Ganjam, dated
Berhampore, 20th March 1875, No. 1. ‘

With reference to your note on the report of the Sub-Committee appointed for the purpose of

fixing the amount of compensation to be awarded to the owner of the swamp lying between Bapur
and Berhampore, and adjoining the town, I have the honor to request that you will be good
enough, under Section 19 of the Towns Improvement Act I1IL. of 1871, to move Government to
declare that this piece of land is needed for a public purpose.
2. As far back as September 1872, when I was Vice-President, the Commissioners resolved
*“ that, with regard to the unhealthy and filthy state of the land situated on the northern side of
Ramalingum Tank, steps be taken to acquire the same from its proprietor Mahantu Iruparamdoss
for the ultimate improvement of the town.”

3. Attempts were accordingly made, in accordance with this resolution, to acquire the paddy
swamp by private treaty, but as the owner was only willing to part with it on condition i

. Teceiving a proportionately large piece of land conveniently situated elsewhere, and yielding an
equal income, grea dificully was cxporicnced in acsoding to thic raquact, and althangh it aeemed

st one time Tikely that the matter would be satisfactorily settled with the Tahsildar of Berbam«
pgre's assistance, yet the negotiations ultimately fell through. :

4. Subsequent changes intervened, and although the matter was never lost sight of, a8
being one of importance to the town, yet it was not until October 1874 that the Commissi.onel‘l
again formally moved in the matter, when they ‘‘ resolved that the under-mentioned Commissioners
be requested to form themselves into a Committee for the purpose of ascertaining and reporting,
at an early date, tie terms on which the owner of the swamp between Bapur and Berhampore
will part with the same to the Commissioners, as it is most desirable, on sanitary grounds, that a
proper system-of drainage, &e., should be carried through it, after which it would be available for
Municipal building and other purposes :—

‘“ G. Balaramiah Pantulu.

‘“ A. L. Narasimham Pantulu.
*“ G. Venkataramadoss
** N. Bheemia Chetty.”

5. With reference to the above resolution, the Sub-Committec submitted a report, dated
7th December 1874, stating ** that the owner seems that he has no mind to come to any terms.”
A copy of the report is herewith forwarded,

6. The report was duly considered by the Commissioners at a meeting held on 7th December
1874 and presided over by yourself, and the following resolution was then passed :—

“IX. Read letter submitted by the Sub-Committee appointed to report upon the terms on
which the owner of the swamp between Berhampore and Bapur will part with the I fuamp-

** Resolved unanimously that, under the circumstances explained in the above lebter, e
necessary action be taken to acquire the swamp under the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act,
and that the Sub-Committee be requested to furnish the Collector with all necessary information
and data as soon as possible.” '

7. On the same date Dr. Beach, the Zillah Surgeon, was requested to express his opinion as
to the desirability or otherwise of the acquisition of the swamp by the Municipality on sanitary
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grounds ; and in concurring with the Commissioners, Dr. Beach in his reply, dated 11th December -

1874, states, I am and always have been of opinion that its drainage would be a sanitary measure
of much importance and tend greatly to improve the health of the neighbourhood.”

8. It will therefore ba observed, from the above detailed circumstances, that it is highly
desirable that the swamp should be acquired by the Municipality, and that the Commissioners have
given the owner thereof every opportunity to come to reasonable terms to part with the same to
them, but in vain.

9. The members of the Sub-Committee are of opinion that a sum of Rupees 1,327-8-0
would be an adequate compensation for the land in question. The swamp consists of 8 acres
and 85 cents, and brings an average net profit of about Rupees 70 to the owner annually. The
Tahsildar of Berhampore was one of the members of the Sub-Committee, and it appears irom their
report (copy of which is herewith forwarded) that due inquiry was made and consideration given
to the soil of the swamp in fixing the amount of compensation.

No. 195. ORrpER THEREON, 24th May 1875, No. 1137.

The Governor in Council fully recognises, in a sanitary point of view, the
necessity for acquiring the swamp between Bapur and Berhampore under the
Land Acquisition Act, and directs the Acting President of the Ganjam Munici-
palities to submit the requisite details regarding the situation of the swamp, &e.,
to fTadmit [of the necessary declaration being made under the Land Acquisition
Act and published in the Fort Si. George Gazette.

(True Extract.)

Officiating Chief Secretary.

To the President of the Municipal Commissions, Ganjam.

Fxd. J. Wright.
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