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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
14t/ May 1875.
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Local Funds—Roads.

No. 110, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 27th
April 1875, No. 1051 :— .

Read the following letter from R. DAVIDSON, Esq., Acting President of the Local
Fund Boards, Ganjam District, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secre-
tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Aska, 2nd March 1875, No. 460 :—

I 5avE the honor to furnish the report called for in the Board’s Miscellaneous
No. 941, dated 8th ultimo, on G. 0., dated 28th January 1875, No. 168, Finan-
cial Department, regarding the conversion of timber into masonry bridges on
the trunk road within the Chicacole Circle.

2. It appears that on the District Engineer’s recommendation, but before
the revised estimate for Rupees 10,250 was laid before the Chicacole Local Fund
Board, Mr. Master, the then President, under date the 14th November 1873, gave a
general authorization (under Rule 42) to the District Engineer * to proceed with
the work if he thinks it necessary.”

3. When, however, the subject came subsequently before the Chicacole Local
Fund Board for discussion, they, on the 4th February 1874, passed a resolution
declining to sanction any expenditure over Rupees 1,383 for the work in question.

but from his letter, dated 20th March 1874, it would appear that he only received
it on the 11th idem.

5. In that letter Major Smalley ¢ deprecated most strongly the action of the
Board ” (Chicacole Local Fund Board) in disallowing an expenditure in excess of
Rapees 1,383 (vide copy of the District Engineer’s letter enclosed, No. 76).

6. The Chicacole Local Fund Board thereupon, on the 28th March 1874,
passed a resolution sanctioning the District Engineer’s original proposition to
expend Rupees 6,383 on the work in question during that year. A copy of the
resolution was at once communicated direct by the Chicacole Vice-President to
the District Engineer.

7. 'The progress reports of the Public Works Department show the expend-
iture on this work up to—

4. This resolution was communicated to Major Smalley on the 28th idem,

: RS, A. P.
January 1874 fo bave been... ... ... .. ... ... 26l 20
AR Fabiumwy o ol el e L ST 1,232 8 6
In March ool o B s ar e see 2,568 14 8

—

Total ... 4,057 9 2

8. Judging by the concluding paragraph of the District Engineer’s letter
enclosed, and by the amount of Rupees 2,563-14-8 expended in March 1874, it
may, I think, be inferred, though I am not in a position to state positively, that
uo cessation of work occurred during the interval that elapsed between the receipt
by the District Engineer of the Chicacole Board’s resolution of the 4th February
1874, disallowing any expenditure in excess of Rupees 1,383, and that of the 28th
March 1874 moaiiyizg that recolution. :




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department, :
14tk May 1875.

9. As regards paragraph 3 of the Government Order under reply, I have
the honor to state that the delay in question was attributable to the following
circumstances.

10. The original estimate for the conversion of these bridges amounted to
Rupees 1,383 ; the subsequent estimate submitted by the District Engincer
amounted to Rupees 10,250,

11. The Chicacole Board, in passing the lutter estimate in their Proceedings
of the 4th February 1874, called for an explanation as to the cause of the
enormously enhanced cost of the work.

12. Pending the receipt of this information and of the Proceedings of the
Chicacole Local Fund Board thereon, dated 28th March 1874, the matter was not
reported to the Board, as the information was in an incomplete state.

13. Subsequently it appears the matter was most unfortunatel y lost sight of
in my office until it was brought forward in consequence of the District Engineer
having applied for information regarding it. Thereupon the estimate was sub-
mitted to the Board with my letter, No. 1,731, dated 29th August 1874.

14. T have only further to express my regret that any delay should have
accurred,

—

Excrosvre No, 1.
‘From Major H.SMALLEY, R.E., Officiating District Engineer, Ganjam, to R.DAVIDSON, Esq.,
— dobing Provideni of the Tuval - Pand Bousds, Gaujuw District, daved Chetterpore,
20th March 1874, No. 76.

Witk reference to your foot-note, No. 65, dated 28th February 1874 (received 11th March),
on"the Vice-President’s letter, No. 28, of the 19th February 1874, enclosing Proceedings of Local
Fund Board, dated 4th February 1874, I have the honor to state that I am not prepared to spend
more than Rupees 3,070, as already intimated in my No. 206 of 12th December 1873, on the
Chicacole and Palcondah road ; and as the Board has disallowed the balance of the estimate, viz.,
Rupees 3,870, being spent on the trunk road, it will not be spent at all in this year. The nonpro-
fessional members of the Board may think that money can be spent when and where they like,
but the professional members know better. There can be no difficulty in providing funds next
year to finish this work,

2. Again, the Board pass a resolution that only Rupees 1,383 shall be gpent on the trunk
road bridges in this year, and that the Rupees 5,000 provided for the same road (though for
another part) shall not be utilized on these bridges. I deprecated most strongly the action of
the Board in this matter. An estimate, amounting to Rupees 10,250, has been submitted by this
department on the 15th December 1878, and work has been begun on it under the authority of the
late President. This estimate need not at all necessarily have awaited the large estimate for
the completion of the trunk road in the eircle, and was sent in by me first on purpose. It might
have been, and it can be now, sent on by the Board for sanction, and the Board might, and even now
can, authorize its commencement in anticipation,

3. The estimate differs entirely from that made by Sub-Engineer A. Ramiah and sanctioned
by the Board ; the reason simply being that the present estimate was prepared by an Exzecutive
Engineer (Mr. Harris), and the other by a native Sub-Engineer (A, Ramiah) who did not know
his work. If the Board allow the Rupees 1,383 to be spent on the revised estimate, there is no
reason why they should not have allowed the whole Rupees 10,250 to be spent. If Local Fund
Boards will pass resolutions on professional points they are necessarily ignorant of and without
professional advice, they will assurcdly mislead themselves. The bridges on the trunk road have

been pushed on vigorously since the late President’s sanction to their being begun in anticipation

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
14¢h May 1875.

of sanction, quantities of materials have been prepared, numbers of bricklayers and coolies got
together, when in the last month of the year, and in the height of the working season, I got the
extraordinary and contradictory Proceedings of the Board forwarded with your letter under
reference. I cannot bring the work to a dead stop at such short notice, and I consider it would
be most injudicious to do so. I request, therefore, you will ask the Board to reconsider their
resolution on this head, and allow the work to go on in this year up to Rupees 6,383, i.e., the
Rupees 1,383 originally allotted for the work plus the Rupees 5,000 for the other part of the
trunk road. T will not take action on the proceedings in question till I hear the result. I would
suggest a special extraordinary meeting at once for the purpose. If the Board will not change
their resolution, I consider the case will come under Rule LXXVIL, i.e., likely to result in injury
to the Local Fund, and that you will have to lay the case before the Board of Revenue for orders,

(True Copy.)
(Signed) “R. DAVIDSON,
Acting President.

SusmITTED to Government with reference to G. 0., Financial Department, dated
28th January 1875, No. 168.

2. It is clear that the District Engineer spent a considerable sum in the
month of March after the receipt of the resolution of the Local Fund Board of
the 4th February 1874, and that he disregarded that resolution. There appears
to have been no fresh authorization by the President.

(True Copies and Extract.)
(Signed) H. E. STOKES,

Acting Secretary.

No. 111, OrDER THEREON, 14th May 1875, No. 1047,

Major Smalley’s action in disregarding the resolution of the Local Fund Board
was very improper. :

2. The President’s explanation of the delay in submitting the estimate is, of
course, unsatisfactory, but the delay appears to have been merely accidental.

(True Extract.)

Oficiating Chief Secre!arg).

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. J, II. Burns.
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9. As regards paragraph 3 of the Government Order under reply, I have
the honor to state that the delay in question was attributable to the following
circumstances. :

10.  The original estimate for the conversion of these bridges amounted to
Rupees 1,383 ; the subsequent estimate submitted by the District Engineer
amounted to Rupees 10,250,

11.  The Chicacole Board, in passing the latter estimate in their Proceedings
of the 4th February 1874, called for an explanation as to the cause of the
enormously enhanced cost of the work. :

12.  Pending the receipt of this information and of the Proceedings of the
Chicacole Local Fund Board thereon, dated 28th March 1874, the matter was not
reported to the Board, as the information was in an incomplete state,

having applied for information regarding it. Thereupon the estimate was sub-
mitted to the Board with my letter, No. 1,731, dated 29th ‘August 1874.

14. I have only further to OXpress my regret that any delay should have
occurred.

Excrosure No 1.

From Major H.SMALLEY, R.E,, Officiating District Engineer, Ganjam, to R.DAVIDSON, Egq.,
Acting President of the Local Fund Boards, Ganjam District, dated Chetterpore,
20th Marqh' 1874, No. 76.

Wi reference to your foot-note, No. 65, dated 28t} February 1874 (reccived 11¢h March ),

-

on the Vice-President’s letter, N‘o.r278, of the 191;}1 February 18:7_-_4, enclosing Proc eedings of Lo cal

Fund Board, dltaﬁﬂlﬂchmaq 1%;—915%5% PDMIQ A s
more than Rupees 3,070, a8 already intimated in my No. 206 of 12th Detember 1873, on

Chicacole and Palcondah road ; and as the Board has disallowed the balance o

year to finish this work.

2. Again the Board pass a resolution that only Rupees 1,383 shall be spent on the trunk
road bridges in this year, and that the Rupees 5,000 provided for the same road (though for
another part) shall nov be utilized on these bridges. I deprecated most strongly the action of
the Board in this matter. An estimate, amounting to Rupees 10,250, has been submitted by thig
department on the 15th Decem ber 1878, and work has been begun on it under the authority of the
late President. This estimate need not at gl necessarily have awaited the large estimate for
the completion of the trunk road in the circle, and was sent in by me first on purpose, It might
have been, and it can be now, sent on by the Board for sanction, and the Board might, and
can, authorize its commencement in anticipation,

3. The estimate differs entirely from that made by Sub-Engineer A,
by the Board ; the reason simply being that the present estimate was pre
Engineer (Mr. Harris), and the other by a native Sub-Engineer (A, Ramiah) who did not know
his work. If the Board allow the Rupees 1,383 to be spent on the revised estimate, there is no
reason why they should not have allowed the whole Rupees 10,250 to be spent. If Looal Fund
Boards will pass resolutions on professional pomts they are necessarily ignorant of and without
professional advice, they will assuredly mislead themselves, The bridges on the trunk road have

even now

the

“been pushed on vigorously since thie late President's sanction to their be%ng begun in mtici.pation
: nzl;ion quantities of materials have been prepared, numbers of bncklayerp and coolies got

: sa;;her w’ﬁen"ii: the last month of the year, and in the height of the working season, I got the
Oge [} "

xtraordinary and contradictory Proceedings of the Board forwarded with your letter under
e

ference. I canmot bring the work to a dead stop at such short notice, and I oimsidex: it wou!‘d
;: erel:t .in'udicious to do so. I request, therefore, you will ask the Board to recomndrar thair
Ilnuotion oil this head, and allow the work to go on in this year up to Rupees 6,383, ;.a.; i:.
;‘:50 1,388 originally allotted for the work plus the Rupees 5,900 for the other part of the
“P:“ ad. T will not take action on the proceedings in question till I hear the re.sult. I would
i :0 ecial extraordinary meeting at once for the purpose. It: the' Board will no.t c.ha:ng,
-:gges a:l::)ion I consider the case will come under Rule LXXVIL,, i.e., likely to result in mgng
:o etl;er;'aocai Fu’nd, and that you will have to lay the case before the Board of Revenue for orders.
(True Copy~)’
‘ (Signed) R. DAVIDSON,
¥ ’ Acting President.
¥ b * '———"— i i '
| SuemiTrED to Govermment with reference to G. O., Financial Department, dated
" -2 : ;
128th January 1875, No, 168. \ : ,
I "9, It is clear, that the District Engineer spent a considerable sum in th;
‘month of March after the receipt of the resolution of the Local Fund Board o
| 4 : d - " - i rs
- the 4th February 1874, and thafc}g dxsregardet.i that resolution. There appea
to have been no fresh authorization by the President.

(True Copies and Extract.)

_ Acting Secretary.

e T

To the Chief Soermryto Government, Fimeialvnepamqt,;- - ' =
- Copy to the President of the Local Fund Boards, Ganjam District,

Exd, J. W. Fischer.
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