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Local Fund—Bridges.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

No. 1007.

Frou
Tue Hox. D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Oficiating Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George,:
To
' Tae SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA,
FinancianL, DEPARTMENT,

Sz,

1 am directed to forward the marginally noted Proceedings of this Government,

embodying reports on the damages

G.0., dated 24th Novemher 1874, No. 1451, caused by the unususl floods in the

Revenue Department. Bk saPhpive
G.0., dated 10th December 1874, No. 1588, Tinnevelly and North Arcot Districts in

Revenue Department. . November 1874, and to request that the

sum of Rupees 1,10,000 may be placed at the disposal of this Government in view
to their being put in a position to comply with applications from the Local Fund
Boards of the Districts in question for assistance in repairing roads and bridges
which have been destroyed by a disaster which was not foreseen when the annual
Provincial assignment for Communications was determined, and which the current
Local Fund Revenues are totally inadequate to deal with.

2. Iam further to state that in fixing on Rupees 1,10,000 as the sum to he
applied for, this Government have had regard to rough estimates only of the outlay
which will be required for the repair of the works damaged by the floods in
question.

g I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Fort St. Grorer,
7th May 1875. Oficiating Chief Secretary,

Exd. T. O'Connor.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
- - 24th November 1874. '

 No.1385.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th

*  November 1874 :— -

Read the following letter from E. L. PEARSE, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector of North-
~ Arcot, to W. 8. WHITESIDE, Esq, Collector of North Arcot, dated
Vellore, 4th November 1874, No. 782.

"I mAVE the honor to report that very serious damage has been done by recent
freshes in the Palar—five arches of the Gudiathum Railway Bridge, sixteen arches of the
Vellore Bridge, and a large portion of the anicuf below Arcot having been destroyed.
Heavy rain fell here, and presumably all over the river-basin on the night of the 23rd-
924th ultimo.  Inches 476 were recorded at this station. The river rose on the even-
ing of the 24th, and in the course of the night overflowed its banks a little to the west
of the bridge and inundated the fields lying between the river and the Fort. The
water passed the road by means of a tunnel and road-dam, and went off eastward
without doing any damage, except to the crops. The road acting as a bund sufficed, but
barely sufficed to protect the little village of Totapoliem which lies on its east side,
The insufficiency of the tunnel at this point had already been recognized, and the
Local Fund Board passed a resolution in their September meeting calling for an
estimate for a larger bridge. ; :

9. The river continued in flood Sunday and Monday (25th and 26th), and ecarly *
in the morning of Tuesday I learnt from Colonel Shaw-Stewart that five arches of
the Gudiathum Railway Bridge and nine arches of the Palar Bridge wero gone. I
telegraphed this information to Government, and then got word that seven more arches

of this bridge had given way. The first breach was about midnight or very early

morning, the second about 8 o’clock. A raft was made during the day, and in the
afternoon was tried. It could not be got across the strongest part of the current, that
running along tﬁe north side, and at last the adventurers had to land again on the same
side they had started from, four miles lower down. Next day the force of the stream

. had somewhat abated, and the voyage was successfully made, since then communica-

tion has been kept up more or less efficiently.

3. T have received a report from the Tahsildar of Gudiathum, dated 26th, detail-
ing the damage done at his head-quarters. He says, the Railway Bridge gave way
about 4 o’clock that morning, that eighteen houses on. his (the north-cast) side of the
river had fallen, and, as it appeared to him, twenty-one on the other side, but he could
not get across to aseertain. The people who lived in those houses had perceived their
danger and gone up into the town the previous evening, consequently there was no
loss of life. e

4. The Arcot Tahsildar's report, dated 30th, says that the old town and the
outlying village of Bairagimattam were both threatened with inundation, but that he
had the gaps in the embankment effectually stopped. When at Arcot recently, I saw
the embankment which runs from the anicut back to the town of Arcot, and from the
condition it was in, I ghould say that a very creditable amount of energy must have
been displayed to make it secure under such an inordinately severe test. The villages
of Pungodu and Takkancolum were flooded waist deep.  The Tahsildar says, he went |
to see the anieut and found the middle part to the extent, as he conjectures, of about
thirty shutters’ space had been carried away. The Revenue Inspector reports from
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Proceedz'ngs of the Madras Government, Revenue Eég;ﬁﬁwnt,
24th November 1874.

the extreme south east of the taluq that floods of the Cheyar have caused great damage
to crops in six villages. :

9. I have heard of no loss of life by these floods, except that of one man who was
drowned in attempting to cross on a small raft between Vellore and Catpady. I gather
that the loss of private property other than crops is slight. The houses which have
fallen at Gudiathum seem to be of a poor if not the poorest sort. The Arcot Tahsildar
makes no mention of private losses in those of his villages which were flooded, and I
have heard of none here. I fear, however, that one effect will be to aggravate the
‘cattle-disease which has lately prevailed to some extent in Arcot Taluq. The road
between this town and the river and the road on the side of Arcot are much cut up,
but I am not in a position to give any estimate of the amount of damage to them, still
less of that to the crops.

6. Inmy letter, No. 699, dated 23rd September, I reported the bréaching of
four tanks in Arcot Taluq (three of which were supplied by the anicut) and one in
Vellore. A few days later six more in Arcot wentyof which three were anicut-fed,
The one in Vellore Taluq was admittedly in want of repair, and I think we have great
cause of sclf-gratulation that the two talugs of Vellore and Gudiathum have escaped
so well.  Strict care was taken to have all calingulahs kept constantly open, and that
precaution seems to have sufficed. I am inclined to believe that if the orders given
had been equally well obeyed in Arcot Taluq so many tanks would not have given
way. In one case at least it is known that the calingulah was kept shut.

7. Any comment of mine on the disastrous loss of the three great works is
needless. On the morning of the 31st, a special meeting of the Local Fund Board of

this Circle was held to consider what should be done in consequence of the loss of the'

Vellore Bridge, and I enclose, herewith, a copy of the Minutes of Proceedings. I have
little doubt that Government will acquiescé in the reasonableness of the hope which
we venture to entertain, that a liberal contribution will be made from Imperial Funds
towards the restoration of that important work. The speedy execution of the work is
urgently required, but the speedy supply of such a large sum as would be needed for
it could not be granted by the two Local Fund Circles combined without the sacrifice
of every other consideration.

——

No. 568.
Suparrrep for the information of the Board of Revenue,
VELLORE, - (Signed) W. 8. WHITESIDE,

\ ;
6th November 1874, Colleotor_ :

SupmrrrED for the information of Government,
2. 'The Board await the Collector’s report on the dama
district, and on the means proposed to remedy them,

3. It may be possible to do something to re
middle of the Palar Anicut, so that the tanks could

ges caused throughout the

pair roughly the damage in the
be again filled.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed)  J, GROSE,
Secretary.,

e -

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
244/ November 1874.

No. 136. Oxoer iEREON, 24th November 1874, No. 1,451,
; Tue Government are much concerned
Miscellaneous. 3
to learn that serious damage has been

done to Public Works in the North Arcot

District by the recent floods. The submission of .the Collector’s full report on the

subject should be expedited.

2. Paragraph 7 of the Sub-Collector’s letter will receive consideration in the
Financial Department, and orders will be issued from the Public Works Department
for the prompt repair of the irrigation works as well as for the temporary repair, if
possible, of the Palar Anicut, as suggested in paragraph 3 of the Board’s Proceed-
ings.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Acting Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue.
,» the Public Works Department.
,» the Financial Department.

E: W. H. French.







Proceedings of the Mudras Government, Revenue Department,
10th December 1874,
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V. The Kaveripak Tank Channel from th

; e Palar Anicut was b;xdl brcuchéd b
?h.e f)\(rlez;;flllow of the river, and the water falling into the Govinduvad;’ Channel Im‘
injure e work done for the restoration of the St, Andrew’s Bridge on the trunk road

from Zlie I”Iz‘tl;:rPZ(x)llclldithLarﬁe 'fl? in fhe Wallajah Talug breached by the overflow
: ) ere Yy e tanks of 5 t s A i &
which are situated lower down, were ail sumatangl and Kadapperi and Poondi.

breached a S
:reaches BEe TTPOI"teci to have carried into the Kavo:i;:ltel?:nit?:hfﬁ;fluu];:e; 'f‘l:%e::
normous a volume of water that its two lar LA f Ry o
in 1m'mment danger. Fortunately, however, the floods commenced to abat:e On; "
mention thatythe. Kaveripak Tank, which is the lazgest in this district, cont N leqi
full, about 25 mflhons cubic yards, and is situated at the head of the ,Cortiltll.l 118,1;"91.
If, by any calamity, it were to burst, a flood of terrible magnitude would 1ar du er,
fhe val.ley of the Cortilliar and along the Cooum River. bringing with it S
increasing volume of water from the hundreds of small;r tanks it would a constantly
in its course, ond the town of Madras finally would bo the scene of fri h:f‘:V (lae(ll)' il
end Joss of life. Fortunately the tank was thoroughly repaired b g G bE it
about two years ago, at a cost of Rs. 4,370, and to that judicious zuﬂ;; erizt;e;::

attributed the successful m: i ‘ :
e sstul manner i which the bund stood the severe trial it so lately

VII. The Mahendray
of the Palar. : o -
VIII. The bridge over the Palmanair River on the road
been greatly damaged ; the flood rose 211 feet from the river
three hours, and swept completely ouer the bridge, which w
a depth of 13 feet above the roadway. The parapet walls, roadway, filling in
erches, and part of the spandrels have been carried away, and the Will:"; and 10 D OIV(j'
much damaged, but the main part of the structure has been left bﬁniu'lirrgd Od('}l‘]l'“:
bridge in its present state presents an example of nia.gniﬁcently honest ufork ' ﬂ“
part of the much-abused Department of Public Works, Had there been t(':l)11 o
its construction, there can be no doubt it would have been completely swcat e lfl
Ghirtheri Lall, a Madras Photographer, happened to be in the vicinit det‘-P i a;“:‘
stress .of weather on his way to Cuddapah, and I caused him to take f’};oto *"‘.“01‘ ))f
the bridge, of which I now submit copies for the inspection of G(),\*Iermnéfl;lp H:I‘}?
first was taken. on the afternoon after the flood, and the second the f"ollo\:;r'l ' 1 ;
TI{e flood continued to run with great violence for three days, the i"xlm'mfl'mgtr‘ :‘5"
ben.ag svtollen by the contents of a number of large tanks iu’ the P‘un ‘an‘li: ; : .“*‘1"1
dari, which brea'ched one after the other, causing -grout damage to pf) Hert J(a::ll(lin'».
loss to the Zemindar, which, I am sorry to learn, has been roughly (‘Lﬁﬂi?t()d llf-
Rs. 60,000, .It was this flood which carried away the Gudiattum Br‘id ¢ on ﬂlm
South-West Line of Railway. I am now collecting information as to the si7og(;'x acit
ete., of the tm%ks which breached in the Pungz{mxr Zemindari, and the r:e E;c‘lw‘;i
probably be _Of mterest in caleulating the volume of water which ,;)aésed d;)wnmiln flood.
IX. TFive arches of the Gudiattum Railway Bridge were carried away, :ﬁul
as serious loss to the Railway

ady Channel has also breached in places by the overflow

to Bangalore has
-bed in the space of
as entirely submerged to

great inconvenience to passengers and traffic as well
Company resulted in consequence,

3

5. In the margin is given the number of tanks and channels breached or
otherwise damaged by the recent

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
10¢h December 1874.

R e ( A, ﬂ-ood‘s in each of the talugs of Fhe

Names of Talugs. | breached or |nels breached distriet. Fortunately, however, with

- damaged. | or damaged. | but few ‘exceptions, the tanks thus
breached are mnot of very great

1. Wallajah ... ... 4 importance. -
2. Arcot ... ... .. 14 3 6. Almost every road in the
i %?;l,ﬁzv;,;sh 60 1 district has been more or less
8, Polooz .t <o e 2 1 damaged, the worst injuries being
.‘7) g&%‘ﬁﬁ TR sustained by those near the Palar
8 Ohitbolr’s, " w. 14 11 1 at Vellore, and between Arcot,
9 %}:i)nglﬁﬁlr:?;; 1(1)(13 %g Ranipet, and the Palar Anicut ; that
e from Arnee to Wandewash appears

e e

to have suffered heavily as well as
those in the Punganur Zemindari, where, as I have stated, a great many tanks breached,
I am happy to report that no loss of life took place by these floods, except one man
who was drowned in attempting to eross the Palar on a small raft between Vellore and
Katpadi, and of four persons in the village of Melatangal in the Wandewash Talugq by
the fall of a house. In the town of Gudiattum, thirty-nine houses situated on the bank
of the river, and some houses in the villages of Pungodu and Tokkancolam in the
Arcut Taluy, situated close by the Palar, were washed away by the flood. The loss
of private property does not oun the whole appear to have been by any means as great as
we might have expected.

7. To a large extent crops are reported to have been damaged by the floods,
T have igsued orders to the effect that, on receipt of applications for remission from
the ryots concerned, the necessary azimaish or survey shall at once be made, and the
result reported at the ensuing settlement. On this account some remission will doubt-
less be necessary during the current fasli. In the absence of information as to the
extent to which crops have been lost, I am unable even approximately to estimate the
probable amount of such remissions. I am sanguine, however, that they will not be
very heavy, for, in several places, I saw myself floods sweeping over fields of growing
crops, which, when the water subsided, revived in the most surprising manner,
although I had supposed that not a blade would be left on the ground.

8. I enclose an abstract statement showing the beriz for 1283, under the Palar,
the Poiney, and the Cheyar Anicuts, in order that the Board may see to what extent
the Government revenue will suffer if the damages done to the above anicuts (espe-
cially those on the Palar and the Poiney) are not at once repaired. Most fortunately
the anicuts did not breach till all the tanks they supplied were completely filled, and
for the present, therefore, the crops dependent thereon for irrigation are safe, and there
will be no immediate loss of revenue. ;But the most active measures will have to be
taken to ensure a supply of water for next season’s cultivation, for otherwise there
will be without doubt an enormous loss of revenue to Government, and very great
suffering will be entailed on the ryots. I am now in communication with the District
Engineer as to the remedial measures he would propose to adopt for the saving of
water'pending the restoration of the Palar and the Poiney Anicuts, and as soon as



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue bepartmeut,
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10¢4 December 1874.
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Excrosure No. 4.

Statement showing the Beriz wunder the under-mentioned Anicuts of North Arcot for Fasli 1283.

Talugs. A | ¥ s il e i

q ssessment. | Fasal Jasty. Tusty. Total Beriz.
Palar Anicut. BE TARSUURES A Bl BE AP, BEu oA T,
F.5 0 R = s g S R 61,955 6 4 92 14 0] 8,18 4 6| 65233 8 10
W allBIRl . o s s e s e 79,242 12 4| 6,651 8 7| 4,515 11 11| 90,410 0 10
Total 1,056,643 9 8

Poiney Anicut.
Wallajoh ........ S 1 52,732 9 8| 5309 0 7/3508 5 2| 61,639 15 5
Gt st e S 3,769 0 7| 363 4 1| 416 211 4,648 7 T
37 e L TR 4341 15 3 GOt 411 92718 5 5824 17
Total ; 22.012 8 7

Cheyar Anicut,
Wandewssh' i even e T . 165,120 0 6 37 4103202 0 2| 68359 5 6

CHITTOOR, (Signed) 'W. 8. WHITESIDE,

27th Neovember 1874,

Collector.

Stmrrep for the information of Government with reference to G. 0., 24tk

November 1874, No. 1,451,

. 2. The damage doge by the floods in North Arcot amounts to a great disaster,
which can only. be remedied gradually by continuous exertions on the part of the
Revenue, Public Works, and Forest Departments, and the Local Fund Boards.

9

Government before they can replace the great Vellore Bridge.

4. Tmmediate work is necessary to prevent a loss of revenue under the Palaz
Anicut (Rs. 1,59,644), 1,200 feet of which have been swept away ; the Poiney Anicu
(Rs. 72,013) which is nearly all destroyed ; the Cheyar Anicut (Rs 68,359) the
approaches and channels of which have been damaged, and the numerous ,tunks anc
channels which are reported to have been breached.

3. The Vellore Local Fund Board will need considerable assistance from

5. The Deputy-Conservator of Forests gives a nmelancholy aceount of the stat¢
of his plantations which have been very successful until now.

6. Five lives are reported to have been lost,

(True Copies and Extract,)

A

(Signed)

J. GROSE,

Secretary.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
10t December 1874.

OxpER THEREON, 10th December 1874, No. 1,533.

Tux papers recorded above Will'be
communicated to the Public Works
Department in view to the speediest mea-
sures possible being taken to carry out the necessary repairs and to obtain funds for
the purpose.

No. 122,

Miscellaneous.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  C. G. MASTER,

Acting Secretary to Goverument.

To the Doard of Revenue.
,, the Public Works Department.
,, the Financial Department.

%

Tsd, W. 1. Fronch x
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