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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

13th June 1874. -
oo
No. 94. Read the following letter from R. SEWELL, Esq., Vice-Presi-
dent of the Municipal Commission, Godavery, to the Honourable
D F. CARM\ICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort

St. George, dated Cocanada, 5thMarch 1874, No. 2 :— :

I have the honour to refer for the orders of Government a point which has
arisen concerning the construction of Act IIL. of 1871 in the Municipal Commis.
sion of Cocanada. 1 write under the.orders of the President, who is absent, as
the matter 18 urgent, callir;g for decision before the close of the official year.

9. “Mr. Towle, a merchant of this town, was assessed by the Commissioners
at the commencement of this year at a professionalitax of Rﬁpees 25 ; since that
date his business has been steadily increasing, and it was unanimously voted by
the Municipal Commissioners that Mr. Towle had for the most part of the year
been in a position rendering him liable to a tax of Rupees 50. Mr. Towle had
paid up his tax of Rupees 25 at the beginning of the year. ' g

9. ke proposition was put to the meeting that Mr. Towle should be sub-
jected to a further tax of Rupees 25, and, after congiderable discussion, it was deter-
mined to request the orders of Government as to whether, under Section 61 of
Act IIL of 1871, it is competent to the Commissioners to add an additional profeé—
gional tax during the year for which the tax had once been fixed and paid.

4. The concluding part of Section 61 empowers the Commissioners to
¢ pevise the list at any time in the course of the year;” but the question is, does
this empower them to impose a fresh and additional further tax after the once
sottled tax has been paid ?

5. Again, at the same meeting, it was proposed to reduce a professional tax
on a certain hotel-keeper, who had not paid the tax imposed, but whose appeal,
though made after time, was admitted on considering certain special circum-
stances adduced. Can this be done ?

No. 95. OrpER THEREON, 13th June 1874, No. 990.

The letter above recorded raises a legal question which the Government are

not competent to decide.
" 2. They would remark, however, that the enhancement of a tax after pay-
ment of the amount originally demanded by the Commissioners is obviously in-’
expedient, o &3

(Truo Extract.)

Acting Clief Secretary.
To the President of the Municipal Commission, Cocanada.

Exd. J, H, Burns,
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