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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
8th June 1874.

Read the following papers :—
No. 59. From E. B. POWELL, Esq., M.4., c.s.1., Directer of Puablic Instruction,

to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.

George, dated Madras, 17th November 1873, No. 2322.

I have the honour to address you with reference to paragraph 3 of G.O.,
No. 1343, of the 20th September last.

2. 1 consulted the Inspectors of Schools upon the points noticed in the order,
and I find those officers are of opinion that it would be a violation of the principle
of Results Grants to lay down rules as to the fees to be paid in schools seeking aid
upon the Results system. The Inspectors also consider it is altogether inexpedient
to limit the maximum of a Results Grant so as to make it dependent upon the fees
collected. 1In these views I entirely concur.

3. One leading advantage of the Results system in the eyes of Missionaries,
as well as of Native Managers, is the absence of interference with the internal
management of schools ; this advantage would be seriously affected by requiring the
payment of fees according to a prescribed scale. Moreover, with thousands of
schools under inspection, the labour of ascertaining if such a requirement is carried
out would be so great as to increase enormously the work of Inspecting Officers.

4. One of the chief defects of the Results system is the scope it affords to
trickery ; even now this evil is by no means small, but if the maximum grant were
made to depend upon fee-collections, it would be immensely increased. I look
with suspicion upon the sums entered in returns as fee-collections in lower-class
Schools ; if the teachers had a direct interest in making false statements upon the
subject, a premium would be held out to roguery, and I fear the returns would be

utterly unreliable.
5, Upon the whole I recommend that no action be taken at present with

reference to the fees paid in schools seeking aid upon the szstem of payment for

results.

No. 60. Mwvure by the Hon. J. D. 8IM, c.s.1., dated 18th April 1874.

There can be no doubt that the general effect of Results Grants is the reduction aml' G
discontinuance of School fees. Parents naturally enough prefer gratuitous eduaahon, R

but Government cannot afford to supply this.

2. Ttisobvious that if a teacher can dispense with fees, the grants must be h&gher b

than they should be, seeing that gratuitous education was never contemplated, and
they should be reduced to such an extent as will compel the teacher to require fees.

‘What the reduction should be is for the Director of Public Instruction to consider and S iv‘

recommend. It would never answer for Government to prescribe a scale of fees, and
worse than useless to endeavour to enforce them, but indirectly they can—by reducing
the grants—prevent the education afforded from becoming gratuitous.
3. There must, I think, also be regulations for the opening of these schools, so
ag to secure their being opened where most required, and to prevent financial embarrass-
ment to the Boards which have to provide the funds.
(Signed)  J. D. SIM.
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this country, and it is sufficiently notorious that su.cces.sful .deception inc:;as;ni; y)
revails on all sides. We have seen that the demoralization (if 1 may use the te
gf parents is becoming universal ; and there is every reason to fear that at best Ye
are simply bringing the existing uninstructed teaching of the countr}.f on the' pub u.‘
taxpayers without probably adding largely t.:o t;he classes now under mstruqt}on—r;la;
their parents’ charges—or improving he m'dlgenous Schools of tlfe coun'cr)h.jl ol
natural and necessary effect of the system is to produce such evils, for ;v .te;
gystem is more dependent than any other don t};;hhone:ty of all concerned, it has a
| other to produce onesty.
i duec?r;en:e;;ilt?:zd:niievimbly, II) submit, to encourage a bad kind of education,
nd '1(:he moest {)OWGI‘fIll agent that can be devised in encoumgi.ng Wha.ut intelligeut' men
?‘I’ll :o be an evil—an evil to which we are especially exposed m India—that which 18
;;pularly g Cl‘amming-’.’ isady f th tem are by
11. I venture further to think that the moral disadvantages of the sys ;
inconsiderable. It tends to bind the teacher to the Inspector by the lowes
3 n'leuns The teacher becomes the mere glavish echo of the latter—from whom goot.l,
e di ed endent work is not to be expected, and this spirit of depex.ulence 18
'zeallims:nm;gzpted from teacher to scholar, and must produce results which it should
& ] K .
f:;rouf ogjcct to remove instead of foster m this countrz";l e Rt
12. T fear also that the system of pay:ment by re : ts must establish 1 s
h. —oneration brought up under its influence an msel.)amble congexlon me: e
» 16 e ercenary Tewards, The watives of India are already suinciently
- oS . tI:everythino by its money value. Their education has the more need
e esm?:he habit tha;; to confirm them in it. Nothing can more eff'ectually
e 0’1;3 ﬂ;::l] Oprogress in India than a system of education calculated like this one to
refard m G
oot MEOTR S tical drawback to the system lies in the scope it
13. DBut perhaps the greatest practica L o
d and deceit. There 18 of course room for frau 2
g d notorious instances of pecuniary loss to the State have occurre
senihyable IR e But the moral influence of the deceit and personation
undor the ety C b t-by-results system is peculiarly hurtful, for in it the
which cling SEEN o payn;ien yThe widely-demoralizing effect of even a single
pupils are indispensable accoP cci).anded with a master to deceive the Inspector and
caso where 3 number s puI'nls 3 tomplate. And this consideration alone is perhaps
defraud the State is very serious to conte }11) pageminanigee s i
enough, as it seems to me, to outhlagve' ol undor the Selary Grants system
exposed to such temptation can ev’;ﬂ ence limited. They do mot thus steal abroad
are cowered and their corrupting 1w iy,
corrupting the rising generation of a whole ¢

: these moral
. , 1 importance to ;
14, 1 admit that I attach muc the whole subject.

recommend a careful reconsideration of (Signed) W. ROBINSON.

influences and would

-
PR

. 5th May 1874.
? 'SIDENT, dated 15t
No. 62. Mixvure by the Right B sel that the system of Results Grants

: ‘ rience has already shown g tion) is that
S dy:ﬁ thedm”k hﬁ;:tb:exzer ;e ntly proposed by the Director of Public Instructio )
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e

to which we can look with the most confidence—if indeed it is not the only system to
which we can look with any confidence—for the gradual advancement of elementary
education in this Presidency. I should, therefore, look upon its abandonment as a
most serious evil, and indeed.I might say as little less than the extinction for an
indefinite time of all reasonable hope of ‘raising the people of this country from their
present state of almost absolute ignorance. I think we have in this system (which like
any other system that could be devised is not free from objections) a powerful lever,

of which we ought on no account to lose hold, for the great purpose which we have

in view.

2. The reduction of fees is ome obvious objection to the system; but it is
evidently enough undesirable to require a minimum of fees as a condition of the grants ;
and on the whole, I agree with Mr. Powell and the Inspectors that it is also undesir-
able to diminish the maximum of the grant. By such diminution we might no doubt
increase the payment of fees; but, on the other hand, we should most certainly
diminish the number of schools; in other words, we should check the progress of
education. The advantage of giving to the people some share in their own education
is great; but I cannot think that it would by any means compensate for the evil
involved in this check to its advancement. The fact is, that we must, I believe, make
up our minds, if necessary, to educate the poorer classes to a great extent gratuitously,
or we shall probably not be able to educate them at all. For those few cases where the.
system of Results Grants is producing a supply of education beyond what can be met
from the very limited funds now available for the purpose, I think it would be far
better to provide by special arrangements, than by any general reduction of grants to

bar the general progress of instruction, for which we hope gradually to find the means
of support.

(Signed) = HOBART.

No. 63. ORDER THEREON, 8th June 1874, No. 970.

The above letter will be recorded for the present, and the subject of fees in
Result Grant Schools dealt with on receipt of the proposals for the revision of the
Result Grant Rules which are expected at an early date.

(Signed) D, F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Chief Secretary.

Fxd, J. Wrighte

B\
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To

Taz DIRECTOR or PUBLIC
INSTRUCTION.

Datled June, 8th.

Reed. il

@.0., 8th June 1874, No. 970.:

| | JUNE.
Nos. 59—63.
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