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the Madras Government, Financial Department,

bth June 1874.

Proceedings of

No. 54. Read the following letter from Colonel A. STEWART, R.A., Inspector-
General of Ordnance and Magazines, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Fort St
George, 19th May 1874, No. 5-34 :—

Btationery Depariment,

In obedience to Government Order,® I have the honmour to enclose, in
original, a reportt by the Superin-
tendent of Stationery, on the operations
of the Depbt during the official year
1873-74 ; and I trust the same will be satisfactory to Government.

* No. 1577, dated 28th November 1861.
4 No. 116, dated 11th May 1874,

2. The report is accompanied by five statements, A to E, and two samples
of blotting-paper.
3. Ihave no remarks to add upon the clear report of the Superintendent.

From Licutenant-Colonel L. F. C. THO [AS, R.A., Superintendent of Stationery, to Colonel
A. STEWART, R.A., Inspector-G neral of Ordnance and Magazines, Fort St. George,

dated Fort St. George, 11th May 1874, No. 116.
In accordance with the Government Order,* I have the honour to forward a report of the
operations of the Stationery Department for the
* 28th November 1861, No. 1577. ine the 31st March 1874, as also  the
2nd August 1871, No. 1168. appendicest since ordered to be farnished.

The transactions of receipts and issues and stock remains are shown in statement appended

marked A.

1. Stock.—The value o
receipts from all sources during the ye
was Rupees 3,41,644-12-6, consequently the value of stock at the close of the ycar was reduced to
Rupees 2,09,350-2-8.

9. This great reduction of stock was, owing to the noa-receipt up to the close of the year,
of the stationery articles included in my General Indent on the Home Government, No. 74, dated
14th December 1872. Some articles have since been received ex steamer Mazeppa, but the bulk
of the stationery articles proper guch as, writing, blotting and marble papers, ink-powders and
other materials, included in my General Indent of above date, have not yet been received, although
seventeen months have elapsed since it was forwarded from hence.

3. Owing to the non-receipt of the articles above alluded to, blotting-paper, Indian
rubber, blacklead-pencils, and some few other stationery articles, were all exhausted in stock ; this
necessitated their purchase in the local market, but the latter was, however, unequal to our demand ;
hence a part supply only was obtained.

II.  Receipts.—The value of receipts from England aggregate Rupees 71,165-4-8, against
Rupees 1,74,478-4-8 in the previous year. During the two years 1872-73 and 1873-74 there were
stationery articles due, which should have been received here before the close of those

¢ stock at the beginning of the year was Rupees 4,40,338-9-6. - The
ar amounted to Rupees 1,10,656-5-8, while that of issues

balances of
years, respectively.

III. Issues.—The issues to Public Ofices during the year cost Raupees 3,19,615-15-5, against
Rupees 2,67,324-3-10 in the previous year. The excess cost in 1873-74 of Rupees 52,201-11-7

is congequent on the excess demands, as per statement anncxed marked E.

9. The issues to Army and Regimental Schools during the year were Rupees 2,901-11-3,
9,062-7-8 in the previous year,

against Rupees <
3. There was 2n igsue during the year of 300 Reams of machine-made foolscap-paper to the

Bombay Government, on aceount of the urgent want of this article in that Presidency; the sale




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
5th June 1874. :

transactions, as per appended Statement A, include the supply of stationery articles on payment to
the Mysore Commission for Rupees 7,212-13-17.

4. Upon inquiry from this office, whether supplies to Local Fund Boards should not be paid
for by Local Funds, the Revenue Board recorded in their Proceedings, No. 6866, of 10th October
1873, “ that, pending the disposal of the question as to Local Fund Stationery, the charge should
be treated as for supplies to the Revenue Department.”

IV. Local Purchases.—The local purchases during the year were Rupees 37,525-4-6.

9. Sealing Waxz.—The sample article ordered to be furnished to this department in Govern-
' ment Proccedings, dated 30th October 1873, * has
* Revein Dopartaans, Jo e not reached this office, and the competition of the
Revenue Officers against the Stationery Department has already tended to increase the price of this
.item. The Contractor of the Stationery Department says that he supplies -the Revenue Depart-
ment with sealing-wax of a precisely similar quality to that given by him to the Stationery Depart-
ment at & more advantageous price than that contracted for here ; the inferior quality of this
article was complai'ned of by the Revenue Department only, for some years past, and the circum-
stance has been brought regularly to th: notice of Government in my several annual reports.
Authority was not conveyed to this office to purchase wax of a better quality, and, in the absence of
special instructions, it was considered inexpedient to purchase a more expensive article for ona
department only, when the quality of that issued was the same as was supplied for very many
years past to all Public Offices, and was found to answer all public purposes equally as well as the
more expensive artiecle. The quality of the article was also equal to the samples furnished to this
office for guidance in 1862, There are few departments, if any, that use sealing-wax more largely
than the Stationery office, and yet no inconvenience whatever has been experienced by it, when
sealing the numerous packages forwarded from hence. Even the Revenue Board in their
' Proceedingst recorded their opinion that the
supply from this office for 1872-73 was good
and equal to the purpose, and that no complaints were received regarding its inferiority except
from Bellary, and for the supply in"1873-74, the samples were previously submitted to and approved
by the Revenue Board, $ and yet, notwithstanding
this precaution, the article was complained of by
the Revenue Department only. As regards the supply of this article I may, however, mention that,
while 1,686 1bs. only were issued in 1872-73, the supply in 1873.74 from this office was 2,076 1bs. ;
this was further increased by local purchase, and, so far as this department is aware, it is not
known how the rejected article for which other sealing-wax was obtained during the year by local
purchases was disposed of, or if Government or this office was duly credited for the quantities
replaced by local purchases. Even good wax will deteriorate when kept long in store, and
precautionary measures are not taken to keep the sticks apart to prevent the wax all running into
amass. If, however, it was determined that wax of a better quality was actually necessary for the
Revenue Department, the Revenue Board should
e .0z ~ have adopted the course ordered by Govern-
ment§ to furnish -the Stationery office with
samples of the description and quality of arficles required ; this was all that was needed, and
notwithstanding these samples were asked for frequently for years past, none have been received 1B
this office up to this time. If, therefore, the quality of articles purchased locally was short of the
Revenue Board standard, the Stationery Department, I submit, cannot justly be blamed, when
the department wanting the stores failed to submit samples of such articles. o

3. Blacklead-pencils were purchased locally on account of the exhaustion of this article in
gtock. Tenders were invited for the supply of the article by open contract, and it was obtainod-
at 2 Annas and 5 Pies per dozen. Exception was, however, taken afterwards by the WM Board
to the quality of the supply, although in doing so, the Stationery Department was guided by the
 sample received from, and the recommendation of, the Revenue Board recorded in their Proceedings,

ey the blacklead.poacils procurable in the baasas by retail b quasier anna’cach. were botter

&

4 3lst July 1872, No, 5240.

1 6th June 1873.

8
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4. Machine-made Paper —Machine-made paper continues to be disliked, and application®
are gererally received for the issue in exchange of hand-made paper. The article is, however,
%ssued in the proportion sanctioned by Government, which is not deviated from, except in the
instances of special applications from Government Secretariats. :

5. Blotting-paper.—The Inspector-General of Jails reported that the article last supplied
to him was inferior in quality to the article issued to the Quartermaster-General. It was explained
that this article was received from England, and that the issue to the Quartermaster-General was
the remains from old stock, while that supplied to the Inspector-General of Jails was received per
8.8, Agra in January 1873. The last supply to a limited extent was inferior in quality to former
supply, and the samplesreceived from the latter
functionary are herewith forwarded, marked A
and B, respectively. .

6. The purchase of stationery articles by one Public Department on behalf of Government
for issue to all Public Departments will itself insure the purchase of articles according to samples
specially approved by contract, because any inferiority to approved samples will assuredly be
complained of by any party receiving the supply, and their rejection on account of their inferiority
to approved samples will occasion the risk of their rejection in the accounts of the Supplying Officer,
whereas the old system of the several departments purchasing their own requirements, although

it will effectually prevent future complaints as regards their quality, yet this system on the other
hand will reopen the door to those irregularities

alluded to in the Report* of the Commissioner
for investigating Public Establishments. The system of stationery articles being obtained from one
Public Department only, was disliked from the commencement of the order directing this course to
be adopted, and in less than one month after publication of the above order, an application was
received from a Revenue Officert to make his
own purchases, when it was ascertained that
very large quantities of paper of very inferior quality were accepted and received by him at a rate for
which a superior article was contracted to be supplied. Should, however, such articles as coloured
twist, sealing-wax, and other stationery articles for issue to Public Departments generally be manu-
factured in any local Jail or Public Department, I would suggest in this case that these articles be
obtained from the public institution in question for issue to Public Departments adjacent thereto,
which will effect a saving of transit charges and also guarantee thg supply being equal in guality to
that contracted for. There is no reason, however, that issues made to ome Public Department
should be éxceptional to those of all other Public Offices. '

V. Check of Indents.—This important duty continues to be exercised under the careful
supervision of the Manager, Mr. James Clark, whose watchfulness over public expenditure led to
the savings during the year of Rupees 2,181-8-3.

VI. Cost of EsMblishment.—The cost of the office establishment for the whole year-is
- Rupees 6,561-10-5. If we deduct therefrom

BS. A P Runees 4,029-1-11 as per margin, the net cost

A, old supply.
B, new supply ex dgra.

* 31st October 1859.

+ 24th December 1862, No. 2695.

minissi aligod +» e W W ESR 53911 -9
gy S:IQ of smzorlfapeh packing materials, &c. 21%3 4 11 will be Rupees 2,532-8-6, or about 8 Annas and
i ; ? deposits .. <« i
g; §‘if§°é§“fﬁa‘i§f ﬂg:céﬁot; Ili(i)aps, & . 28410 8 11 Pies, or ‘56 of a rupee per cent. of the cost
By eale of Servioe-Docks ..., zn v, 0 ___4_3_2 of the receipt and issue transactions. The
Total .. 4029 111 yorking of the establishment at this reduced

JRENSES———

rate, must, on the whole, be considered favour-

able, and the economy exercised in its management appears highly creditable to the zealous exer-

tions of the Office Manager, Mr. James Clark.

—

OrpER THEREON, 5th June 1874, No. 963.

port of the Superintendent of Stationery for the year
d the statements submitted with it, that the aggregate

No. 55.
Tt appears from the re
ending 31st March 1874, an
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AT

value of stock dealt with during the year was Rupees 5,50,994-15-2, of which
stock to the value of Rupees 3,41,644-12-6 was issued, and there remained on the
31st March 1874, stock valued at Rupees 2,09,350-2-8, or Rupees 2,30,988-6-10
less than on the 1st April 1873.

2. 'The stationery, &c., received from England during the year was valued at
Rupees 71,165-4-8, and that purchased in the local markets at Rupees 37,525-4-6.

3. The amount realized by commission, sale of waste paper, &e., was Rupees
4,029-1-11.

4. The value of stationery issued to Public Offices was Rupees 3,19,615-15-5,
or Rupees 52,291-11-7 in excess of the ‘preceding year, consequent on the expen-
diture of stationery, &c., having been greater in the following Departments : —

Revenue,
Public Works,
Revenue Survey,
Telegraph, and
Registration.
5. Paragraphs 2 and 3. of the Report relating to ¢ Sealing Wax” and
« Blacklead Pencils,” and also paragraph 6, will be communicated to the Revenue
Department for consideration.
6. Paragraph 5, with the samples of the old and new supply of blotting-
paper, will be communicated to the Secretary of State for India, in view to such

instructions being issued as will prevent inferior quality of blotting-paper being

ain sent out.
b (True Extract.)

D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Chief Secretary.

To'the Inspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines.

Revenue Department.
Accountant-General.

"

Exd. J. Wright.

(,‘-'\

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

NO. 9640
Frou
A Tae I_on. D F. CARMICHAEL,
:  Acting Cliief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George,
To
Tae SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
FinanciAL DEPARTMENT.
. SIR,

Referring to paragraph 8 of the Resolution of the Government of India,
Financial Department, dated the 21st July 1871, No. 1267 (Accounts), I am
directed to transmit copy of the Order*

* Dated 5th May 1874, No. 963. of this Government on the Administra-

. tion Report of the Superintendent of Stationery for the year 1873-74.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

'OOTACAMUND s
5¢h June 1874, Acting Chief Secretary,

Exd, J, Wright,
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