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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
30tk May 1874.

Read the following papers :—
No. 281. . From W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., President of the Manicipal Commis-
sion, Vellore, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort 8t. George, dated Vellore, 20th January 1874, No. 4.

In continuation of my letter of the 17th November last, No. 83, I have the
honour to submit an extract from the minutes of proceedings of the Municipal
Commissioners for the town of Vellore, at their meeting held on the 24th ultimo, and
to request that Government will, under the circumstances represented by the Com- ,

missioners, be pleased to reconsider their
* No. 1623, dated 8th Nov. 1873, Finl. Dept. order* that a moiety of the receipts fr st }

Tolls should be made over to the Local Fund Board of the Circle. o
2. The Guvernment will perceive that the strict enforcemeut of the tenor of

their order in question will almost crippla tho Municipality, and willundoubtedly

prevent its carrying out very important 1mprovements for a long time to come.

—_—

Exreact from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Aunicipal Commitdiimars ac $he Town of Vellore,
at their Meeting held on the 24th December 1873, No. 34, :

Further discussion of Government Order reviewing the annual report of this Hnnxc:puhty for
the year 1872-73. -

2. The Commissioners beg to point out that, by this Govemmeat Order, the receipts of this
Municipality will be reduced by about Bupees 9,000 and by the abolition of the ‘l‘mde-tu by about
Rupees 6,000, & total reduction of Rupecs 15,000 MMMBBMif come ]Im
VIHESE CITC U SUauues, 1u mmny i to en : - e
cost of which is roughly estimated at about two lakhs of Rupees. taal
cost of Establishment, Conservancy, Education, &e., ammmtc to ahont Rupees 2! _

1fonr income next year is reduced to Bupeu :
y %‘?W&’ﬁﬂ:‘t &ﬁmﬁmﬁ'ﬁ 44,000,* we shall have just Rupees 15,000 to

Tocal Fundss eaot tyadon Mmm Works, &. They
s ~ presume that the contribution WM"&O
for the maintenance of the Bmlwa.yfeedc may be givea ﬂﬁnﬁhs ““Ww = %
carried out. The amount of Rupees 3,255 inlm repairs rendered nm b!' <
e maintenance. g
as ths e Under these circumstances the Commus m-i"n%'fé matea"& ‘possible m 55
framing a Budget for 1874-75, and they trust that ﬁmmmt will reconsider ﬁhen‘ i ) M“__

least reduce the amount of contribution to the Tocal Fands. 2
4. As regards paragraph 4 of the Government Order the ﬁommwonm beg ‘k’ point out .

the increased proportionate cost of lighting is only apparent and not real, as will be shown by
the figures :—

{Employed and paid
ality.

240 0 0 The hghhng of
these lamps was
given to a Con-
tractor at Ru-
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Light Pav rer B N e : ’ : :
Year, Latops. IiLzltIg; Inspec- R f 3. The cause of increase or decrease in each of the items comprised under
VR tors. | Mensem. | Anoum, Remarks, | the several heads of Receipts and Expenditure, respectively, having been clearly
. explained by the Vice-President, I shall merely offer a few remarks en passant.
BS. A P.| RS, A P, | ¥ ﬁ 4, TIn paragraph 17 of his letter, the Vice-President observes that the Commis-
?,:;f‘“ et men- } sioners are unable to allot more than Rupees 10,000 for New Works, owing to
I;}Ofe? g&" :::; _i half the receints from Tolls having been taken away by G.0., dated 8th November
t‘})‘rem Iiggting \ 1873, No. 1623. The Order of Government in question will cause, no doubt, a
' paid P e very serious loss of revenue to the Municipality, and necessarily restrict the extent
1872-73 In'l(‘):vx:;onment g } 8 1 {4312 0) 525 0 0 |Lamp-lighterswere | of the improvements that would otherwise be carried out in the Municipality ; but
¢ —_— aradually s 'ﬂ I do not, however, think that much more than Rupees 10,000 could be advantage-
Total ... 285 creased from two : ailabl
il : to eight. ‘ ously spent on new works, even if more money were available.
VL‘if:Il‘("sI:ftOWas | 5. As regards a moiety of the receipts from Tolls being made over to the
Jmﬂ, 1)'372. <ol { Local Fund Board of the Chittoor Circle, as directed in the Government Order
; above quoted, I have in my letter of the 20th January last, No. 4, forwarded to
Thus it will be seen that the actual cos.t of the establishment for lighting the lamps i Government an extract from the minutes of proceedings of the Local Fund Board
1871-72 was Rupees 860, or 3“7’9@! 1'1§'1 *:01' lighting a lamp, while the cost in 1872-73 am mlx)n ;& of the Vellore Circle,and requested that Government would, underthe circumstances
o Rupees 525, or Rupecs 1-13-54 for lighting each lamp. represented by the Commissioners, be pleased to reconsider their order, as the
(Signed) H, SEWELL strict enforcement of its terms will almost cripple the Mufxicipality, .a.nd as L have
Fise-Prossdent. just obserw-ad, undoubtedly prevent its carrying out very important improvements
T R L for a long time to come. : ; ey
No. 282.  From W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., Prosidant of th 2o 6. In accordance, however, with the order in question, half of the receipts
sion, Vellore, to the Hon, M‘!'GARMIOHKEE‘;&“,&‘WI Commis- from Tolls has been duly ent.eret'i in tl;e Budget as the? ampunt. of Municipal
to Government, Fort Saint George, dated vRau(;epet ig,“h }Z; ke = 1 couleibuidun to Loval Funds, in lieu of Ru?ees 81?-8-0' hltherto. paid for the road
No. 18. . S ArGhAgS, i from Vellore to the Railway«Station. This contribution constitutes so terrible a
: . | , . dos ot i iously hamper its operations, that I 3
1 have the honour to submit, herewith, the Budget Estimate of ; drain on the Municipality, and vfﬂl so seriously p p 5 ;
_ Municipality for the ensuing official year 1874-75, and the Vice-l?ra'dthe ’V e i earnestly hope the Government will be pleased to allow t.he for.mer state of things r
BRI ehioh seoompanisd sk e esident’s letter to continue, at any rate for some years to come, and until _the improvements now
2. The total estimated receipts FTO B iaons q in contemplation by the Vellore Municipality have bec?n carrie-d out. e g
ture to Rupees 51,930, An Shatrast of the*Budgit, ae i VU6, and. the expendi- 7. In paragraph 23 of f;he enclosed !eﬁter, the VIQO-'Pi‘eSlden‘li s-tates that- the e
provious year, is given below :i— ) mpared with that of the smallincrease of Rupees 300, in the expenditure under the head of Civil Dispensary, 3
N o oy Ny VR is to provide for the payment of a moiety of the Police Hospital Assistant’s salary if
Pl A S Exerxoirogs, the arrangement recommended by Dr. Fox for appointing the said Assistant to the
| < % : Sk - o l Civil Dispensary is sanctioned. This m:'xbject has been laid before Government in
1. Balance ... .. ... .. 8000 12,000 Publi;‘Works b W PR : paragraph 2 of my letter of the 25th ultimo, No. 11.
2. Assignment by Govern- Grant IL— ™% ' 29,740 25740 :
SRR s . CLITO VT 180 T Bdncntin |
3. Rates and Taxes. ... ... BS4750 28,150 |Grent TIT— = 2,450 2,500 No. 283. Mixuze by the Hox. W. ROBINSON, c.s.L., dated 6th May 1874.
4. Fees in School ... ... 100 70 | Sanitation and Medigg] | 1 am unable to assent to the suspension of the Trades-tax (Rupees 9,000) in the
5. Endowments ... ... .. 6,800 6,876 Service s | e 3 2 e G R T
o ook oo . T s i gt o 12,760 13,690 } Municipality of Vellore. It will necessitate large and cinhng reductions 1n existing
Sty fov Okl Bispen- ; Miscell;;:e LS '. useful expenditure, and I observe that it lea(%s the Municipal Commissioners to urge
bt ¥ N >t 8 Municipal the retention of Tolls on general trade in the interest of town expenditure. I consider
£ e R g M . Py “rieel 6,490 ' 7:250 ‘ this retention of tolls on trade for town purposes most objectionable under any cirenm-
Supervision and Man stances, although I admit that the assignment of one-half to Local Funds partially
ment .., ... . i 1 removes the utter unreasonableness and impropriety of the tax. - =
Total ... 55,170 53,006 e _2’500 ils 9, I submit that general T<lis on trade—in other words Town transit duties—
- : e i L4 o T e ‘ cannot be maintained in this Presidency under the colour of Ocfroi—a tax on local

SN |
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consumption. Neither the Municipalnor Loeal 4 _
Town duties—as does doubtless thf; Law of the%u:iiﬁzztu;}iz:ﬁ ﬂ,lel"“’ of Octroi or
substitute one form of taxation for another without the saneti§ eerand P cannot
The ;wo aAre ;nﬁre}y &isﬁnet"md must be treated each on its o ;°MLeMmm
. As Tam in the minority as regards the retention of f] i G e R
T accede—though most reiumht% and for mﬁ;i;ie:fl;i:ﬁ ;{:’m;’m’fw tax
transfer one-third instead of one-half of the proceeds of tolls to the?.. s P’QPOS&I to
4. With reference tothe question of Octroi, T venﬁlre i ocal Fux.xd Board.
Resolution of the Government of India, dated 21st March lvs;aéw attention to the
graph 4, in which the danger of even well-regulated legal 0 t-‘ O A
rating into transit duties is clearly indicated and warned agai"'n’»‘;l;duf.zes degene-
5. In this Presidency I venture to think that the Town t:ll- :
far to revive transit duties in a rough and indiscriminate manne:‘ 1ave gone very
out the country. Under the name of Tolls a certain duty is fz mé’i‘;‘ through-
purposes Jevied—often more than once—on all through trade in ttaltsi:* Pmctlllcal
on articles entering the town for the use of the residents—along the greatals - .a;
trunk roads of the country, and entering and leaving sea-ports and the like“IPena
6. This tax on trade and commerce is not, I venture to think mainta;nedf
the legitimate purpose of keeping the roads, &c., in order. Itis prac,tically 74 OSe(:ir
maintained and justified as a Town duty, and is applied in the main toptowx’l
purposes in general. It is in fact a transit duty,

7. It is scarcely mecessary to remark that looked on asa guasi- Octroi. Tolls
Detroi,

NO. 1955, para-

traverse the principles laid down in the Resolution of the Government of India

dated 6th November 1868, No. 4440—47, in respect fo Octroi.
(Signed) W. ROBINSON.

D

No. 284. Mixvre by the Hon. J. D. 8IM, c¢.s.1, dated Tth May 1874.

The Vellore Municipality will lose 9,000 Rupees by the Professional tax bein
@iscohtinued, and Rupees 9,000 by Tolls, if the decision of Government be adhered tc;g
They have a balance, however, of Rupees 12,000, or Rupees 4,000 more than in last ve. .
: 9. The only important and material reductions caused by the diminution of {ha?.
income are Rupees 8,800 for Buildings, and Rupees 3,110-1’01' repair of Roads. A e’:.r
the former the President of the Board declares that the Commissioners could n.ot " g
much more than the 10,000 Rupees allotted, if they had it, and certainly Rupees 10 :JI())%n'
a very respectable sum for a place like Vellore, especially considering thatpf]:: C ’ _15
sip_ners had Rupees 18,800 last year. The expenditure on repairs is reduced from ;{mmls-
5,110 to Rupees 2,000 ; this, I think, is to be regretted. Tknow Vellore, and I am“P‘“::S
sure that the excellent roads for which the station is noted cannot bekept ;n proper rgu;'e
for the latter sum. If my proposal to reduce the contribution to the Lor;al FI:n:i
Board from half to one-third is acquiesced in, then the Commissioners will now have
Rupees 5,000 against Rupees 5,110 last year for repairs ; the difference does not merit
a second thought. Notwithstanding the logs of income the Commissioners have been
ablé to increase the allotments for Hospitals, Vaccination, Conservaney, and Lightin
so that all the chief wants of the town are adequately provided for in the current yeagr,.
1 base my proposal to reduce the contribution to the Local Fund Board out of Tolls from

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
30th May 1874.
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half to one-third on the ground that, owing to the Railway, Vellore is no longer on the
high road from Madras to Bangalore, Salem, &ec., and I think, therefore, one-third will
represent move fairly than one-half its share of the cost of the roads kept up by the
Local Fund Board but tolled by the Munieipality.

3. With reference to His Lordship’s minute I would remark that looplines will
not answer in the case of large towns, the detour to avoid the Tolls of the town is much
too great, besides which it is rather a waste of money to make roads simply and solely
to evade obstructions caused by our own acts, and a hardship on the people who have
made and maintain the miles and miles of road which ‘wé allow the towns to toll to
make them go out of their way to avoid being taxed for using those very roads.

4. Toan Octroi in this Presidency Tam quite opposed. The system has been tried
and failed signally. It gives openings, which our subordinates will not allow to pass,
of illicit gains and the most vexatious interference with traffie, and I do not hesitate
to affirm that it will prove more unpopular than any of the taxes which we have
remitted for their supposed unpopularity. But under any circumstances our Tolls,
which tax all produce and not produce for local consumption only, are not an ¢ Octroi,”
and we cannot therefore declare them to be such, and on the strength of that declaration
make them over wholly to the Municipalities. The circumstance that the “ Qctroi®
succeeds, or is believed to succeed in the North West; is no argument for their sucoess

: gt o 5 . . _. < here, where, as:Transit duties, they have
im;.g?tlx]: t%?r\gﬁifasﬁ% 1?3 lﬁflv::tt:;efx?&ug:g‘oi . been -tried and have failed.* ./ Bit_; the
introduing it in London, . . question does not arise in respect to the

matter before us, and it is very undesirable to dispose of important principles inciden-

tally. 1f my proposal be acceptable, the Municipality will have sufficient funds for the
current year, and they cannot reasonably object to it, seeing that they now contribute
Rupees 3,266 for the road to the Railway Station, and the remainder Rupees 2,744 is
surely a very moderate contribution for all the other roads leading into Vellore.

(Signed)  J. D, SIM,

.

No. 285.  MiNute by the Right Hon. the PRESIDENT, dated 12th May 1874.

 The expenditure of this Municipality for 1873-74 was, in proportion to its popu-
lation, very high—higher than that of the average af our Municipalities ; and I do
not think that it is necessary to take any measure for supplying the deficiency caused
by the loss of the Profession-tax ; more especially as the Municipality appears every
year to have a large balance of income ‘over expenditire (which cannot, I may remark,
in fature be allowed), and as the President states that the large reduction which has
had to be made in ¢ New Works,” leaves the amount expended on new works still
quite sufficient.

9. For the reasons which I have stated in my note on the draft order, I consider
that to this, as well as to all our Municipalities, the whole proceeds of Tolls should be
given. I have not of course said (as the Hon. Mr. Sim appears fo suppose) that Tolls
and Octroi are identical, I have only said what is undoubtedly the fact that Tolls are
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a variety of Octr.oz', since a tax which 1 e A ! No. 287. ORDER THEREC . May 1874, No. 929. L\
B il o i EH lsafls gpon goods conveyed into a town, and a The following table is an abstract of the estimated Receipts and Expenditnre of 1
same. DBoth are taxes upon the traffic i £1 Ry gre 5 conveyed, are in principle the the Vellore Municipality for 1874-75 compared with those for 1873-74 :— : oWy
i ondl ¢ 1n produce entering the to 1 § . b |
1s merely formal. My honourable colles Wi and the difference RECEIPTS. EARGEE
Octrot, because tolls tax all produce \whef 3 sag:‘s that we cannot treat both as an 167874, 187475 & e
TN % Whereas an “ Oefroi” taxes RS. s. |Grant I. ‘RS, ES.
::2?;“ ;.n the ]Eogn. fI submit that, on the contrary, « Octroi ’(’miz I::‘Ofi}lti;: 'forIc(:ln- Balance I 1%028 Neg Works_}: ;
; oduce whether B, " pplied in Indi : A S it 1,110 1,1 oMMuUNications ... .o .o
otherwise there would hozvzoll)leS:: Etlon i the town or for consumption elqewhcrem: ﬁl;i;%n;;eﬁtogg'eg overnmer.t?: 7,000 7,000|- Buildings ... . e 18,800 10,000
; 0 necessity for disenssine R ? 9000 . b - Bepairs—
:l'lse,n, wherever Octroi has been imposed in ;Zdi(;.r i::ﬁinb the question which has %:i 3 %;isicles ol 80 00 Dommmieations . 5’}1(1)3 f’ggg
P R : ndia, e manner in which pr ot 0 R 900 ' - £1000 Miscellaneous ... «e :
2 tix p }ion‘ EL.%eWhere Sh.ould be exempted or relieved from taxati 55 Odt'lcc Registration of Carts 7. 16,000 . 18,000 Establishment .. ... 4,490 3,600
P upon the vehicles carrying the o L : ton. Tolls, .e., Tolls: oot Giatnnrss 100 100 Othicy jtontt B o ot 940 9,140
this Presidency ; and as in the rest £ 1 % ar@: the form which Qctro; has taken in Fees 70" 50 | Grant TL— .
Viidlte oviitensa SEat fhs el <;f 2 Itl'dla’ S0 m this Presidency, there is unques- E;:}?wﬁénts- e e e, 800580 lsminici;éal S:hools o 300
B ST ‘ axation is - : o alary Grant ... .o e
ductive. 1 consider, therefore, that the M\llbn lee 1{’_‘;?13 unpopular and the most pro- ‘ Co%t‘:;?l:mn fro Locs:l 750 750 | Results Grants... ... ... 1,56(())(()) 1.283
o : ipalities ouc . . o 03 pebas R T
52(:103 Ofttlheu tglis’ ﬁ;o ut that some expedient lshould ilgeljclfoe:::a lin (;Ghe. W(’;u;‘le Miscellaneous .o eer o B ot {)I;iiici;z;s ioi, Al 50 100
xempting through traffie. 2 e devised for & T~
itk ﬁnan%ial intloémstsa : f? 2 W]\il[ler(? a lo?phne cannot conveniently or consistently with Gr?ﬁ)spita]s and Dispensaries. 3,300 3,600
e das _ : e Municipality be adopted, there seems no 4 : Vaceination = <. .o eee 220 300
plan devised for this purpose by Sir W, Mui eason why the - ‘ Registration of Births and
North-Western Provinces for M » Muir (see paragraph 21 of his Report on the ' Dienths o s s o b thas, i BOT 190
e gniat O i I;er arclll) 1873) should not be resorted to here. Under that Conservangy s s s 9,000 9,600 ‘
9 orne B b IV .— - -
reexported, to the value of the p Jdhg Va.lue of the produce entering the town and o Grﬁghting s S b Lo 108600 - 2000 h,
tained : and th ; ® produce cntering the town for consumption, is T O N oo T 370
‘ ,‘an he .‘cax‘upon_ produce generally reduced in that proporti 7 38 agger- : 7 i Lungerkhanas ... e e 4,180 4,200
be no diffieulty in adopting fo our own system of'tons’thmsgmfisgég’m? o S e Other purposes ... =« w- 90 380
ment. ._ RO OL HEs arratge: G’;ﬁfw‘r’;{s}m .. 2,950 2,500
B . h_ i3 ; Z . Miscellaneous ... .. see 25?_0 250
: wouid ! regarjsz t en, the Budget now under consideration, the only change which Hianes SH At SR st AR 1,070
TR FL L L - T : nta 1 Jhc: e
G — would be *o inform the Commissioners that they need not make over any 53,000 _— g
part of their tolls i ... 1 T,onel Fund Board, and at the ti 2 Total ... 55,170 53, R ‘
e v i i same time fo point out to them S e R 53.000 in th
. T e 1 he relief of through traffic. They might be ' : he Municipality appears at Rupees 93,000 1 e
required to sabmit th~"fgures necessary for'ascertaining th ot ;. The oligleases Seam - yth Local Fund Board under recent
should be reduced. - * - » § 5 amount by which the tolls ts. but as half of the tolls would go to the - 4
e accounts, . come is only Rupees 44,000, or Rupees 11,170 less than in 1873-:7 ;
o orders, the net 1nc0 the principal cause of the decrease being
(Signed) HOBART. 5 St 3 8,%3)'0 the loss of the Profession-tax and the
. S g:;m}:sgﬂ{é;mlﬁnicatgions:.: Rt e L 18 division of Tolls above alluded to. The
No. 286 Muyore by Hi Othor Public Works items... ... .. 1‘630 Budget has been adjusted by means of
i okt y His Excellency the COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, datc 27th Markeb w100 4o marginally-noted 1.ductions, the
. : TR 7 ; i et 13790 most important of these being under the
I thip* ~~ the 5% 7, ~E 8 Municipality * .. - Deduct inr-enses ; heads of ¥ v W« Ranitm‘";nd Bf:ls'
K- sl 4% . e : d repairs to roads, while
abandonment of fossions " " + sn serymsly reduced by the : A cellaneous, and repairs g Y
A ¥ i - retain the iscellaneous Repairs e - it 1 en foun ossible to make an
i the Profession-tax, it may be allowed to retaj whola of the Tolls Miscell Re Ggg st as 0o d possible t &
- : %??;:;;g?y'" b e P 300 increase to the allotment for almost every
: : i i i S : B ing diture
2. 'The general question regarding th i Vaccipation = o biect of annually-recurring expenditure,
e coll L aeed.. Y500 opjec
which the proceeds should be digtributid bet:)ve:hg::l TOlési;nd the proportion in $ o n}fﬁxvmcy oo 440 and to leave an unallotted balance of
have been discussed and disposed of before the Budgets for 188?75 7 unicipal Funds, will ‘ Other snpifary PUFPOSSS, -og feis ggg Rupees 1,070. Thedecrease in tl}e allot-
g =16 come up for orders. Supervision - s 770 9 g90  oont for road repairs, however, 18 much
, R d. and under all the circum-
: 170 to be regretted, )
(Sigued) FRED. P, HAINES. Balance ... .1.}-’—-— stances reported, the Government will
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