o e g
e, |

e

" MRO.1-7Tr006-8831 . -

T Number of pages P2

(2) Date of repair

18 I-nbi'tials‘o{ the Referencer I

g{'/

o
B
R

~ MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

e T i

LT e e e e L
SO e . L sl
PN s .. T ' Ce o
Pt e o A o ol 4 L e T O i 41 -

. Government of Madras.

| Fwaeceick  DEPARTMENT.




- W - e e
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
28th May 1874.
e

Read the following papers :— :

No. 245. From R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., President of the Municipal Commissions,
Tinnevelly, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Seeretary to Govern-
ment, Fort St. George, dated Tinnevelly, 6th February 1874, No. 29.

I have the honour to forward, herewith, the Budgets of Receipts and Expenditure
for 1874-75, for the three Municipal Towns of this District.

9. TsxeverLy.—Of the Rupees 15,944 proposed to be raised in this town,
Rupzes 9,900 are from Tolls, taxes on Vehicles and Animals, and the registration of
Carts. 'This is a trifle more than last year’s estimate. The tolls are levied at half
of the maximum rates allowed. '

3. The tax on housesis estimated at Rupees 2,400, the same figure as last
year. This tax is levied at 3% per cent. on the estimated rentals.

4. Ruf)ees 1,200 will be received from the Palamcottah Municipality as a
contribution to the Tinnevelly Hospital from Lungerkhana Funds, and Rupees 530
will be received for the same purpose from thg Local Fund Board of the Tinnevelly
Circle.

5. Fees, Fines, and Miscellaneous receipts are estimated at Rupees 884.

6. The balance in hand is estimated at Rupees 1,030.

7. The prdposed taxation averages 9 Annas a-head on a population of 20,949.

8

The proposed expenditure is Rupees 15,864, viz. i—

Rupees 1,200 for Education.
1,950 for Medical Charges.
1,620 for new Buildings, Roads, and Drains.
3,000 for Repairs to do.
4,050 for Conservaucy.
1,500 for Lighting.
2,544 for Estabfishment and Contingencies.

15,864
9. Paramcorram.—Of the Rupees 21,500 proposed to be raised in this town,
Rupees 10,750 are from Tolls, taxes on Vehicles and Animals, and the registration
of Carts. 'This is a trifle below the estimate for last year, and is attributable to a
socond line for through traffic having been opened clear of the town. The tolls are
levied at half the maximum rates allowed.

10. The tax on houses is estimated at Rupees 3,200, which is" algo & trifte
less than last year. This tax is levied at 3} per cent. on the egtimated rentals,

11. The net receipts from the Lungerkhana Fund are estimated at Rupees
3,700.

12. Rupees 460 will be received from the Local Fund Board of the Tinne-
velly Circle as a contribution towards the Hospital.

13. Fees, Fines, and Miscellaneous receipts are estimated at Rupees 1,350.

14. The balance in hand is estimated at Rupees 2,040.

15. The proposed taxation averages 13 Annas a-head on a population of
17 405,

*
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16. The proposed expenditure is Rupees 20,000, viz. :—

Rapees 1,100 for Education.
s 9,270 for Medical Charges.
., 2,250 for new Buildings, Roads, and Drains.
,, 1,010 for Repairs to do.

3,310 for Conservancy.

5, 1,620 for Lighting.

,, 5,540 for Establishment and Contingencies.

20,000

17. Turcoriy.—Of the Rupees 20,150 proposed to be raised in this town,
Rupees 12,550 are from Tolls, taxes on Vehicles and Animals, and the registration
of Carts. This is Rupees 5,500 in excess of last yem‘; and the increase is due to
the Municipality proposing to raise the Tolls from2 to 3 Annas per cart.

18. When commenting on last year’s Budget, the Government objected in
Proceedings, No. 434, dated 1st April 1873, to raise the Tolls at Tuticorin, so g
cannot support this proposal, though good reasons for raising the Tolls are put
forward by the Vice-President in paragraph 5 of his letter.

19. The present revenue derived from this source is Rupees 8,150, at half of
the maximum rates allowed. :

" 90. The tax on houses is estimated at Rupees 6,000, or double that of last
year, the Municipality proposing to raise the rate from 3} to 6} per cent. on
the estimated rentals. This again, I cannot support, as though the revenue so
raised would no doubt be advantageously spent, it was only two years ago that
* Vide G.0., Finl. Dept., No. 867, dated 20th the general feeling against the House-tax

May 1872, was so repeatedly expressed* that, on
8th December 1871, I addressed the Government requesting that this tax might
be struck off ; it is hardly conceivable, therefore, that the very people, who objected
so strongly to this tax in fofo, should tyo years later desire to double it.— Vide
paragraphs 2 to 4 of the Vice-President’s letter.

21. The present revenue derived from this source is Rupees 3,000, at 3%
per cent. on the rentals. )

22. Rupees 700 will be received for the Hospital from the Local Fund Board
of the Tinnevelly Circle, also Rupees 150 towards the up keep of a section of road
in municipal limits, to allow through traffic to pass untaxed, and Rupees 150
towards a choultry.

93. Fees, Fines, and Miscellaneous receipts are estimated at Rupees 500.

94. The balance in hand is estimated at Rupees 100.

95. The proposed taxation averages Rupees 1-14-0 a-head on a population
of 10,485. :

26, The proposed expenditure is Rupees 20,150, viz. :—

Rupees 700 for Education. ‘

2,120 for Medical Charges. g
8,500 for new Buildings, Roads, and Drains.

2,232 for Repairs to do.

,» 3,450 for Conservancy.

4 900 for Lighting.

,» 2,248 for Establishment, Contingencies, &c.

———

20,150

s
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97. Tuticorin has no doubt special expenses in the distribution of water and
the formation of roads, but schemes for improvement need ‘not be pushed on so
rapidly as to require the outlay of a larger revenue than is raised in Tinnevelly,
where the population is double that of Tuticorin.

98. The water supply is already brought up to the back of the town, and
needs but Rupees 3,000 to carry it on to the beach ; this can no doubt be effected
without increased taxation. It is proposed to charge the Municipality 10 Rupees
a-day for water supplied from the Strivycuntam Anicut Works; some special arrange-
ments will have to be made to meet this charge, but on this I will report later.

99. The road on the north of the railway is not of pressing importance, and
if the rubbish heaps are levelled down and covered over with earth, as they might
be at a very moderate,cost, the nuisance complained of would cease.

30. Tuticorin has made great progress, and much remains to be done, but
this need not be done all at once, and the completion of the water-project seems
to me to be quite sufficient for one year.

—_—

From J. A. BOYLE, Esq., Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Tuticorin, to R.
K. PUCELE, Esq., President of the Municipal Commissions, Tinnevelly, dated Tuticorin,
17th January 1874, No. 94.

I beg to submit, for the approval of Government, the Budget of this Municipality for the year
1874-75. 1 cannot send it, as it went last year, withouta word of remark or explanation ; for
there are several points in it that demand notice. - ~

9. We have first to obey the Order of Government contained in paragraph 5 of the Govern-
ment Order of the 1st April 1873, and to dispense with the Profession-tax. The Government
expressed a hope that this change might be made without the proposal of any material increase in
the other forms of taxation. It is difficult to see how such a result can be attained. Given a town
of 10,000 inhabitants, a revenue of about Rupees 20,000 is required from it, and the amount,
if not raised as before by Tolls, House-tax, and Profession-tax, must be raised by Tolls and House-
tax only, after the abolition of the Profession-tax. I shall not venture to say anything as to the
advisability of abolishing the Trade-tax, as I suppose the decision of Government is final ; and
obviously the advantage of ease and simplicity in collection will result from the restriction of our
revenue to two'sources. We have then to raise a revenue of about Rupees 20,000 and aban-
doning the Trade-tax ; we can only do this by increasing the rates of House-tax and of Tolls.

3. There is no alternative ; for the other sources of revenue all collectively only yield about
Rupees 2,000 yearly. The House-tax, as at present levied at 3%, yields very nearly 3,000 Rupees ;
and though there has been an increase in the number of houses, the increase of revenue will be
very small as almost all the newly-erected houses are of an inexpensive type.

4. The Commissioners, therefore, propose to double the rate of House-tax, and to draw from
this source a revenue of Rupees 6,000, If the Municipality is to live and do good work, it must
have money ; and the first people to pay are the residents who reap its benefits.

5. The other source of income that remains is the toll collections, which at arate of
2 Annas per vehicle yielded this year Rupees 8,150. The circumstances of this seaport town are
peculiar ; there is absolutely no through traffic that enters the town ; and the crowds of produce-
bearing carts that come in from the rural districts enjoy almost as much as the residents the
advantages of good roads, markets, cart-stands, and water supply, which the funds of the Munici-
pality are paid to support. The visitors are, therefore, as liable as the residents to a reasonable
share of the charges, nor is there the least danger that an increase of Tolls will repel traffic from

this line. 'The rural districts have no choice of a port of shipment. Tuticorin has the monopoly
of the whole coast ; and if the money has to be collected from the two sources of House-tax and

L s i T k- JURIE .
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Tolls, the Commissioners see no reason to relieve one body of recipients of Municipal Services ab
the cost of the other. The Commissioners also refrain from recommending a fractional incren-m
in the rate of Tolls from 2 Annas to 2%, because they feel convinced that the collections ‘;“u
exact the full Anna, even if only the half Anna is sanctioned, and that it will be impossible
to protect the cartmen from this fraud at the expense of Munieipal reyenues. They, therefore,
recommend simply that the rate of Tolls be raised from 2 to 3 Annas.

6. The only other considerable contribution to our revenue comes from Local Funds, and is this
year to amount to Rupees 850,

ot The other items, which altogether only reach Rupees 1,350, at®
€1t at nearly the same figures as those for last year.

o come now to the mode in which the Commissioners propose to spend the;u' revenucs(i
=53 must ask you to note that Tuticorin in the present must not be judged by its requirements an
ei:nutd‘;':t‘m“st }tﬂ the past. The town is spreading and is being changed from a densel vopacked rookery

etween . L 5 : ;
dwalling‘h:u::a:f; oy ;he. 568, nto a well-buils town of broad sfreets and regular 7 o(tl'
i R Wwarehouses. The change js essential and salutary, but it involves increase
: eries want no roads, and have no room for gravelled strects. The town is now
opened up by the ].R.aﬂway, which has eaten up the ill-built heart of the old ¢ .n and has gent the
poorer classes to live at a greater distance from the beach, Th e old town, : roa.(is G
the present want of TUtiCOﬁn—eSpeciany < ity . There, too, they must have h, e
settlements with the old streets. ern side—is new roads to connect the D

carried over a balance from last year of Rup
further distance of one-third mile to itg point of complet;
t -
have entered Rupees 3,000 as an absolutely nece St sy s puipoty 30
10. Another undertaking that should hay

nuisance is absolutely intolerable ; and the 02 nefuse bas become s dreadfally offensive tha’t:h:
responsible for the discase that may easily be generateq by such an B f'ende; ;}J&mse TV;G
space covered by it extends over several acres ; and the Commissio:;:um s _to o.ve the
refuse, to fill up the hollow with sand, and then to allot the i : grollc}:se 0 r;e.mn e
Revenue authoritics, to building plots. The value of the 0%, 5 i n.lizr e s:;lnc %o i
expense of this improvement, but the present charge will probably amonn::o Il;:mre :nf);gp vzhicb
gum has been allotted to this purpose in the Budget. upees 1,500,

11. The sum of Rupees 4,000 has been allotted for New Roads, and will be chiefly spent on &
new road to connect the northern end of the town with the Pnlamcott,ah and Ko ?Ic l:t y spds o
which it is now completely cut off by the Railway, The Railway Company are ::“f g t{‘roabﬁ, ation
of constructing a roadway across their premiscs in Metur, and the Commiyssi er the ot g 2%
out the line of road at the same time. The road oners propose to ¢

A, must be carried through hea d, and will
have to be very well built ; the cost will, therefore,_be not less than Rupies 260?;) ;:: 1;15:.
. 12. Repairs are put down at the same figure as last year, Ru

pees 1,500, which has been found
to be sufficient. .
13. For Education the Commissioners haye allotted Rupees700, and thou .

A fose g gh the grant this year
has as yet only amounted to Rupees 240, they think it adyisghle to make this profision, as they
are aware that large Elementary Schools, both for boys ang girls, have recently been brought under
inspection, and will demand Results Grants next year,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
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14. Conservancy and Sanitation are ncarly the same as last year, the slight increase being
occasioned by the extension of the town and construction of new stl.'eets.

15. The cost of the Dispensary and Vaccination has risen during this year from 1,730 to 2,300
Rupees at which rate it is budgeted for next year. The cause lies in the increase of the Apothe'cary's
salary from Rupees 70 to Rupees 110 ; and a slight increase to.the pay of .servants, besxdesi a
largely-increased consumption of medicines, due to the popularity of the Dispensary under its
pleser(g,maIn{ZZ?sT:::ti:)n and Lighting remain at last year’s figures, so do the Establishment and
Otherlt;h,ar%f .conclusion I need only request that the usefulneés of the Comr'nission By now be
reduced by any serious reduction in its revenues. That its servxcef are appn:ecxated, and its taxes
willingly paid, are proved by the neglect of all qupu1501t)7 process 311 CO]chthfl, and b)t' the small-
ness of our fines which only amount to Rupees 170 fox: this year. . The slight increase in our reve-
nues that is proposed from about Rupees 18,000, our income of this year, to Rupees ?O,QO? .for the
cOming JRAT; b rendered necessary by the extension of the town, Wlnch‘ also renders it politic.

Nos. 246—249. . b 5 ;.

——

No. 250. Orpee THEREON, 28th May 1874, No. 909.

The subjoined abstract shows the Budget Estimates of the Tinnevelly Muni-
cipality for 1874-75 compared with those for 1873-74 :—

RECEIPTS. CuareEs. :
1873-74. 1874-75. 1873-74.  1874-75
RS. Rs. |[Grant L. RS. RS,
Balance 1,533 1,0gg Ne(v‘v Works.—t' i s
1 Jommunications ... ...
Ass‘g“mm;; ot (iovemment:: 2,400 2,400|  Buildings ... .. .. 3,050 1,420
Rates or; touse gy e e
SIS e 700 1,0000  Commuuications ... .. 2,500 1,500
X8z an V?h’clisc 0" 40  600|  Miscollaneous .. .. 750 730
s i LR 8300 8,300  Otheritemg... ... .. 760 770
Molle s tage = Baet ave Seia i ,250 5
Fees 200  150| Municipal Schools ... ... 720 200
ERIOR T i S20 10 -E 170 170 « Balapy Grants: oo s oo 200
%‘fh"(’l F:;S 1900 1,284| Results Grants... ... .. 250 1,000
it BB i v T : Inspection 64
Confributmu from Loca.l o600 ot GrantlIII,—\
BN Ay Al 180 280| Hospitals and Dispensaries 2,400 1,950
Miscellancous Vaccination ... .. .. 120 250
Registration of Births and
Beabh - dh e il 180 180
Conservancy .. ... .. 3,560 4,050
Grant IV.—
Lighting ... ... .. .. 2190 1,500
Obhax eisini= 48, 5 iy s, 376 334
Grant V.—
Supervision o a1 8007 =S st
Balance - ... B 500 80
Total ... 20,920 15,944 Total ... 20,920 15,044
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2. No addition to the other taxes

; has result iti .
sion-tax, The decrease in the contrib ed from the abolition of the Profes

180 to adm; pital must be increased by Rupees
prese?lta ml:é]l:c(z)xfl‘ :hﬁ e(ril}ployment of a passed Hospital Apprentice in lien of the
for Municipal Sc];1 (il‘ hmate of a lower grade. It is observed that the allotment

P 0ols has been reduced, and that for Results Grants raised from

S ual expendit
doubt t i penditure in 1872.73, The Government
he sufficiency of the grant for repairs of roads, and tl
subject »aud request a report on the
3. '
: PALAMCO'ITAH.
Recerrrs,
187394, 197175, Caairars, e
1873.74, 1874-75.
RS. BS. | Grant
Bal:.mce ...... e e ww 1,000 2000 ;‘: Iiv ' RS, RS.
Assignment by Government. .. 40 g orks._..
»rlriates on Houses ... .. . 8,300 3200 B“f;:ﬁ“mcatwns 400 92(3
ax on Arts .. 50 R R g ., ... 8760 1,825
Tax on Vehicles 1,500 o
E : R i s ; 1,30 .-
;}eﬁlstratlon of Carts ... .. 475 453 gﬁl:mll;mcahons e wvs o 1000 ]53
olls cellan 5 380
e eous .. ... 150
Fees 00" 9,000 Other items 505 560
Fines e = 1(7)3 44 GRao I =
Dispensary ... .. .. 3,920 3?33 alary Grants A b
Co;tribution fron - il ) ?esults Grants ., . 484 600
unds DSpection
. e S St 160
Miscellaneous 1,180 1,000 Gr;r;:pIeI:.— g
L g T e ) B Y |
Vaccination ___ 135 130
Registration of Births and
Deaths.,, .. .. . 210 230
Conservancy ., .. 2,620 3,310
Grant 1V —
Lighting ... .. .. .. 1,00 1,520
Markob .. ... .. .. 200 850
Travellers’ Bungalows ... 150 142
SRR 1500 3,900
i‘ﬁng a Time Gun .., ... 90 148
eward for killing Dogs ... 20 20
Grant v Vs
Supervigion ... .. .. 2700 2,820
e 5 1800
Total ... 21,460 21 500
' nd. _ Total ... 21,460 21,500

. — S———

I
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4. As in the case of Tinnevelly, little information regarding the Palamecottah
estimates is given in the covering letter. The Government would especially have
desired some explanation of the circumstances under which it is anticipated that
the opening of a second line for through traffic will lead to a falling off under “ Tax
on Vehicles,” and ¢ Registration of Carts,” without causing any diminution in the
receipts from Tolls. The length of this line of road as compared with the direct
road through the town and its condition will be reported.

5. The allotments for Public Works, as detailed in, Statement II.-A, seem
unobjectionable, excepting the manifestly-inadequate sum of Rupees 150 for repair
of roads. The increase in the Dispensary charges appears to be chiefly owing to
provision being made for dieting a large number of patients, and it is observed that
an increase is expected in the rate of hiring as well as in the number of the carts to
be employed for conservancy purposes.

6. TUTICORIN,
RECEIPTS. CrARGES.
e M 1873.74, 1874.75.
RS.  BS. | Grant L RS, RS.
Balabice 5 il v 500 New Works—
Assignment ... ... .. 100 Communications 1,350 4,000
Rates on Houses ... ... 2,800 6,000 Buildings 3,300 4,500
Ty Onr A PRI tse e iy i 3,600 Repairs—
Tax on Vehicles... ... ... 350 400 Communications ... 1,200 1,500
Registration of Carts 100 150 Miscellaneous 300
1) 1 o T S i 6,600 12,000 Other items 1,175 732
TOBH: von o Wiehl N ads i AK 250 100 Grant IT.—
71 R o N S 500 100 Besults Grants -~ ... = 500 700
Endowments ... «ce s 150 150 | Grant IIT.—
Contribution from Local Hospitals * and Dispen-
Puns e i sners covhs: s 650 850 BOLIEH S e o ¥ s B e LIS O
Miscellaneous ... ... e 250 300 Wacoinglion ... v i 240 180
Registration of Births and
Deaths iy Yy 240 240
Conservancy T e e SI080 - Gathi)
Grant IV.—
Lighting 900 900
Watering Streets 300 300
Travellers’ Bungalows ... - ... 130
Miscellaneous ey A oA 5o 400
Grant V.—
SUPETTISION. o' st aese 1,090 998
Balafigd:is . 5 it e 365
Total ... 16,760 20,150 Total .. 15,750 20,150

7. The Tuticorin Municipal Commissioners consider that a larger expenditure
will be required in 1874-75 than in 1873-74, and, t?erefore, report that tlfey
find a difficulty in the way of afta.ining th-e reS}xlt desired by Government, viz.,
that the Profession-tax may be dispensed with without the proposal of any material

increase in the other forms of taxation, The President on the other hand sees no
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‘F
s | }
difficulty as he does not think that the schemes for improvement need be pushed ,
on so rapidly as the Commissioners desire, and he also deprecates on their own merits
the proposals submitted by the Commissioners for the increase of the existing rates of '
Tolls and House-tax pointing out thatan increase to the rate of Tolls has already }
been disallowed, and that soirecently as December 1871 the feeling of the people ,
against the House-tax was so strong that he found it necessary to address Govern- |
ment on the subject. The objections to an increase in the rate of Tolls are as strong e .
now as when G.0., dated 30th May 1872, No. 720, was passed, but the Government !
even then saw no objection to an increase in the rate of the House-tax, and as the
- Commissioners themselves have come to think the same, the Government see no |
reason to withhold their consent. The disallowance of the increased rate of toll will |
probably cause a decrease in the income of from 5,000 to 6,000 Rupees, and, as the we
Government consider that the Commissioners have shown good ground for the

prosecution of the works proposed by them, they sanction the retention of the
- Profession-tax, '

except as regards the sixth, seventh, and eight classes specified in
Schedule B. :

: oy i
8. The Governor in Couneil will also be prepared to receive favourably an
application (in accordance with Act XXI

o |
" V. of 1871) for a loan for the water- < P
project. * ‘ .
9. Subject to the above remarks the Budgets of the three Muncipalities ;
are passed. '
(True Extract.) ;

' 3 D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Acting Chief Secretary-

{
To the President of the Municipal Oomniinim, Tinnevelly. 1\
»»  Public Works Department. ' '
~,, Revenue Department. : ‘
,»  Board of Revenue. ‘
',»  Accountant-General.

,,  Sanitary Commissioner for Madras. .

,»  Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department. '

,»  Director of Public Instruction. 7
~,,  President of the Local Fund Boards, Tinnevelly. |
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