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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
19th May 1874.
e bt i ol o o S SO

Read the following papers :—

No. 157.  From the Hon. D, ARBUTHNOTT, President of the Municipal
Commission, Tanjore, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort St. George, dated Vallam, 23rd February 1874,
No. 25,

With reference to Section 32 of the Towns Improvement Act III. of 1871, 1
have the honour to submit the Budget Estimate of Receipts and Expenditure of the
Tanjore Municipality for the year 1874-75 in the forms prescribed in G.O., dated
28th October 1871, No. 1646,

2. It will be observed from Statement I. that the gross -receipts of the
Municipality have been estimated at Rupees 42,300 for the coming year, showing
a decrease of Rupees 14,000 below the current year’s estimate. The decrease is
attributable to the discontinuance of the professional tax under Order of Govern-
ment, dated 1st April 1873, No. 483. The income from the other sources of taxation
are expected to be stationary, except in the case of Tolls which are likely to show
a decrease. Rupees 18,000 were put down under the head of Tolls in the current
year’s Budget, but it has been found from the collections of the past few months
that the amount had to some extent been over-estimated,

3. Under the head of Endowment and Sundry Contributions a sum of Rupees
150 has becn entered. This amount the Manager of the Devastanams has agreed
to pay to the Municipality for the repair of the streets after the dragging of the

cars during the festivals.

4. Under the head of Miscellaneous the only new item of receipt is the sum
of Rupees 1,800 expected from rents from the two markets which are in course of
construction. The vegetable market was opened for the use of the public in
September last, and ground-rent is collected from the vendors of vegetables, straw,
firewood, &. The larger or chief market is likely to be opened at the end of this
year,

5. Owing to the abolition of the professional tax the Commissioners were
obliged to reduce the original scale of the chief market 80 as to get it finished within
the current year with the amount provided therefor in the Budget for the same,
and they propose to undertake no new work of any magnitude during the ensuing
year. The chief item of the proposed expenditure on New Works is the sum of
Rupees 2,500 allotted for the completion of the vegetable market. The other
works detailed in Statement I1.-A, though of a petty nature, are all very useful and
likely to commend themselves to the public at large.

6. Under Grant IL the Commissioners wish to spend Rupees 2,650, of which
they have allotted Rupees 1,700 for the Municipal Schools, Rupees 780 for Salary
Grants, and Rupees 170 for Educational Inspectorate. Two of the four schools
established in October 1872 having been closed in consideration of the abolition of
the professional tax, provision has been made in the Budget only for the remaining
two schools. Of the sum of Rupees 780 provided for Salary Grants, Rupees 600
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being on account of the High Caste Girls' School at Tanjore will not have to be

ke spent for that purpose, as, under G.O.,*

‘ - > dated the 14th January 1874, No. 42,

Government have resolved to relieve the Municipalities of all charges on account
of the Elementary Girls' Schools. »

7. It will be observed that the cost of the Municipal Establishments has been

reduced from Rupees 16,305 to Rupees 13,872, so as to make up partly for the -

diminution in the income of the Municipality caused by the abolition of the profes-
sional tax.

—_—

No. 158. Misure by the Hon, W. ROBINSON, c.s.1., dated 21st April 1874.

I regret that I cannot agree to the order on this Budget as I am satisfied
that the suspension of the Professional tax, amounting to Rupees 14,000, is detri-
mental to the public interests. It is scarcely necessary to observe that the well-
to-do merchants and professional classes in a wealthy town like Tanjore need no
relief from their share of the municipal burdens of the community.

2. The Town of Tanjore will levy upwards of forty per cent. of the muni-
cipal income by tolls in the current year, in a great measure by what are practi-
cally transit duties on the general trade of the province which passes over the
highways which necessarily traverse its precinets. This clearly isan evil whichs
urgently calls for abatement before the non-agricultural classes are relieved from
the obligation which the ancient as well as recent law attaches to them.

3, It is only necessary to look down the list of retrenchments which have
been entailed on the Commissioners in adjustment of the suspension of the
Professional tax as shown in the draft order, and to examine the President’s letter,
to soe that the interests of the town community are not served by the proposed
remission. The scale of building of the chief market for this large town has to be
materially reduced, and the Commissioners are compelled ¢ to undertake ngtnew
works of any magnitude during the ensuing year,” and “ two of the four sc ools
established in October 1872 have been closed in consideration of the abolition of
the Professional tax.” The regretful effect of this measure must go beyond the

current year if persisted in.
(Signed)  W. ROBINSON.

No. 159.  Mixute by the Right Hon. the PRESIDENT, dated 25th April 1874,

The Profession-tax in this Municipality produced about twenty-five per cent.
of the income. This is an unusually iarge proportion ; and if there were any pressing
necessity for doing so, I'should not object to treat this as a case for the exceptional
retention of the tax, qualified as in the one or two other cases of exception.
But it appears to me that there is no such necessity. The only item of expendi-
ture which the Commissioners have been obliged greatly to reduce in consequence

PR —— o————————
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of the abolition of the tax is that on *“ New Works.” But they propose still to spend
annually about 14,000 Rupees upon ““ New Works;” and I submit that the inhabi-
tants of Tanjore have reason to congratulate themselves on the disappearance of a
tax so objectionable, at no other cast than is implied in an annual expenditure of
not less than 14,000 Rupees on ““ New Works.” It is surely a sufficient expenditure
for such an object, out of an income which (with the Profession-tax) was only
Rupees 56,000.

2. As regards Education the diminution is only about Rupees 500; and this

"diminution might and should have been avoided by economy on less-important

objects.
(Signed)  HOBART.

——————

No. 160.  Mmure by the Hon. J. D. SIM, c.s.1., dated 28th April 1874.

I concur with Mr. Robinson to the extent of not entirely abolishing the profes-
sional tax, which will necessitate the indefinite postponement of very desirable
improvements. Tanjore isa wealthy town, and I see no reason for at once relieving
its inhabitants to the extent entailed by the entire discontinuance of the profes-
sional tax, to which, as the Collector, one of our oldest and most experienced
officers significantly remarks, the people have become accustomed. I would,

therefore, retain this tax, except as regards the four lower classes, and thus avoid

the arrest of all improvement.
9. The receipts from Tolls bear a large proportion to the other taxation, but T
would not reduce these in 1874-75.
(Signed)  J. D. SIM.

P.8.—1I observe His Lordship sets down the future expenditure on “New
Works” at Rupees 14,000. The Budget gives it as only Rupees 8,550 for roads
and buildings, against Rupees 15,380 in 1873-74. The charge for * repairs™
is Rupees 4,800 in 1874-75, against Rupees 7,750 in 1873-74. The Commissioners
have tilus made a reduction of 10,000 Rupees in these two items,

R

No, 161. Mmvure by His Excellency the COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, dated
5th May 1874.
I have passed the draft, but I think the Hon. J. D. Sim’s proposal to admit of

the collection of a modified Profession-tax in this case is worthy of consideration.

(Signed) ~ FRED. P, HAINES,

No. 162. OrpER THEREON, 19th May 1874, No. 862.

The estimated receipts and expenditure of the Tanjore Municipality for
1874-75 are compared below with those for 1873-74 :—
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