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Pro_ceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Dejmrtment,
13th May 1874.

No. 125.  Read the following letter from A. MAcGREGOR, Esq., President of
the Municipal Commission, Calicut, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL;
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Calicut,
25th April 1874, No. 2:—

Adverting to paragraph 2 of G.O., No. 1896, dated the 27th December 1873,
reviewing the annual report of the Calicut Municipality for 1872-73, I have the’
honour to forward a report received from the Vice-President of the Calicut Muniei-
pality explaining the cause of a large sum having been written off as irrecoverable.

2. Statement IL-A, called for in paragraph 8 of the above Government Order,
is also enclosed.

From P, A. COLE, Esq., Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Calicut, to A. MscGREGOR,
Eéq, President of the Municipal Commission, Calicut, dated Calicut, 22nd April 1874,
~ No. 39.

1 have the honour to submit the following explanation in reference to paragraphs 2" and 3 of
G.0., No. 1896, dated 27th December last, reviewing the annual report of this Municipality for
1872-73. or

2. Of the sum of Rupees 8,998-8-0 which remained as outstanding balance on 81st March 1873,
Rs. 5,856-11-0 have been collected by the end of Jannary 1874, and the remainder Rs. 5,641-13-0
only calls for remarks. This sam consists’ partly of House-tax and partly of Profession-tax as

detailed below :—
RS. A. P. RE A B

Sqsna2 .. 138 90 ; 187172 ... 2082 20
1. House-tax .4 g70 73 " 375 21 2 Profession-tax, {1872-73 3646 00

Total... 513 11 0 Total... 5,128 2 0

3. The first item of Rupees 138-9-0 and Rupees 280-8-0 of the second item under the first
head were struck out owing to the poverty of ratepayers and remissions made on the score of over-
assessments, and the demolitions and non-occupancy of houses as detailed in the accompanying
Statement I., and the remainder, Rupees 94-10-0, is likely to be recovered.

4. The first item of Rupees 2,082-2-0 under the second head was written off solely to its
being barred by lapse of time. The Commissioners having failed to take legal proceedings against the
defaulters, the second-class Magistrate declared their claim to it to be barred by lapse of time. The
Commissioners then attempted to recover the amount by civil action, but the Judge doubting the
entertainment of the suit on the small-cause side of his Court made a reference to the High Court.
By the time a favourable decision was received from the High Court, many of the defaulters had left
the place, some had died, and the rest were let off on the score of poverty.

5. Of the second item under the second head, Rupees 778-8-0 have been written off on
account of death and departure of ratepayers, remission made on over-assessments, and failure of
recovery after prosecutions, owing to defaulters preferring to undergo sentence, as detailed in State-
ment II. The recovery of the payment of Rupees 2,267-8-0 though in progress is, I fear, doubtful,
and a greater portion of it will have to be written off the accounts.

6. Statement IL-A, alluded to in paragraph 3 of the Government Order, is also enclosed.

‘No. 126. OrDER THEREON, 13th May 1874, No. 830.

The circumstances detailed in the Vice-President’s report do not reflect eredit
on the Financial administration of the Municipality for which the President and
Vice-President are practically responsible.

(True Extract.)

Aot ;
To the President of the Municipal Commission, Calicut, cting Chief Secretary.

Exd. J. Wright,
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