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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
11¢th May 1874.

No. 102. Read the following letter from J. R. COCKERELL, Esq., President of
the Municipal Commission, Ootacamund, to the Hon. D.F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Oota.
camund, 15th April 1874, No. 30 :—

I have the honour to submit, for consideration, the following Resolution passed
by the Ootacamund Municipal Commissioners at a meeting held on the 11th
instant :—

“13. Read G. O., dated 81st March 1874, No. 539, Municipal taxation. The
sanction accorded by Notifications for this purpose ordered to be discontinued.

The Commissioners desire to bring to the notice of Government that the
effeetof this Order will be that the far greater number of temporary residents will
escape altogether the payment of taxes for vehicles, horses, &c., used by them during
thieir stay on the Hills, and that the consequent loss to Municipal revenues cannot
e estimated at less than Rupees 1,500 to Rupees 2,000. In accordance with a recent
judgment of the District Judge of Madura regarding the tax levied for hisg
vehicles, &c., by the Dindigul Municipality as reported by the Press, it appears that
under Section 65 the Commissioners are not only barred from requiring a person
having carriages, &c., to pay again for the same period for which he has already
paid in another Municipality, but that if it is not incumbent upon him to register
on the 1st day of May, or the 1st of October, or on the 31st day from the
notification of the approval of Government in the local Gazette, he cannot be
compelled to register at all and is not liable to the penalties of the Act fof'f&ilum,
Now, most of the visitors, including the officers attached to the various depart-
ments located here during the sojourn of Government on the Hills, do not arrive
till after the 1st April, and their carriages and horses often come later. It thus
happens that no one so arriving will be liable to register on the 1st May, for his
carriages or animals will not have been within the Municipality for thirty days, until
the expiration of which period he is not liable, consequently, unless he retains
the use of the carriage or animals until the 1st day of the second half-year, 7. e.,
Ist October, he cannot be required to register. Under these circumstances, the
Commissioners trust that Government will see fit to make an exception in the case
of this Municipality and with as little delay as possible publish a Notification
authorizing the levy of this tax, if such a course be not contrary to law. Should
it not be in the power of Government to issue such Notification they would
respectfully suggest that the Act should be amended otherwise the casual residents
will generally escape all direct taxation. The Commissioners would draw the
attention of Government to their Order of 27th June 1867, No. 753.”

No. 103. OrpEr THEREON, 11th May 1874, No. 809,

The Government consider that a compliance with the request of the Commis.
sioners would be inconsistent with the spirit of the Act as interpreted by the High

Court.
(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Ootacamund.
Exd, A. 8. Rodgers,
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