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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
8th May 1874,

No. 85, Read the following letter from G. D. LEMAN, Esq., President of the
Municipal Commissions, Kistna, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Masuli-
patam, 16th April 1874, No. 613 :—

I have the honour to reply to G. O., No. 14, dated 5th January 1874, Finan-
cial Department, which reached me in Vinukondah, I was unable to proceed
immediately to Guntoor, and my report has been delayed by the press of other
work since.

2. The Government are already in receipt of the Budget for the year
1874-75, in which for the improvement of the public latrines I have proposed, at a
cost of Rupees 2,800, to provide 252 sittings—to be managed on the dry-earth prin-
ciple, screened off by walls three feet high

in fourteen latrines, and to construct
two new ones on the Coimbatore plan (but without roofs) to replace two that
require rebuilding in Old Guntoor. Roofs can be placed to them all, and the
walls of the former be raised, if it is thought desirable next year (1875-76).

3. As for the private latrines or privies, I do not believe they are any worse
than similar places in most towns in India.

4. There are more than 700 of them in Guntoor, of which about 250 are
kept clean daily by the owners, who pay the Municipal scavengers 8 Annas or so
a-month, and the rest are cleaned more or less frequently by the same people, who
receive from the house-owner a fee when they are summoned for the purpose.

5. The places ara mere onelosnree in the hackyard and neither dry ecarth
or any other deodorizing material is used. They are frequented by the women,
children, and sick of the household.

6. I would first put before Government the fact that the powers given to
the Commissioners by the Act in regard to private privies are not such as ean be
enforced. They are to prosecute before a Magistrate as long as the places are dirty
(Section 104), or to build, or to cause to be built, an effective place at the house-
owner’s expense (Section 107), or to remove it (Section 111).

7. They are ample enough, no doubt; but, as was conceded in the case of
Rajahmundry, they cannot be carried out. I need not repeat Mr. Stuart's argu-

ments*® to prove that the enforcement

* In G. O., No. 1214, of 17th September 1872, of the Act would have been most harsh

Public Department, paragraph 3. and most obnoxious o the fQ lings of the
people of Guntoor also,

8. They are no different from those of Rajahmundry except that they are
perhaps more conservative in their unclean habits, Till the Act was introduced
the scavenger class was almost unknown, and nearly all scavengers that are
employed both here and in Bandar have to be imported from the Godavery or
Nellore Districts.

9. Now, the only kind of privy that is looked upon with any favour is one
that works on the dry-earth system, and the only way in which it ecan be kept
effective is by daily removal of the earth nsed and replenishment of the dry-earth
store. The laiter is not mentioned, and the former is not made a duty of the
Commissioners by the Act, but is specially cast upon the house-owners (Section 7).
1t will not haye escaped the notice of Government that the scheme proposed in the
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Proceedings of the Madras Qovernment, Financial Department,
3 8t/ May 1874.

are not misused and are not producative of the nuisance complained of in the
emptying; and I would have the Sanitary Officer, Dr. Tyrrell, to be the judge
whether or not each place should be closed after they have been once purified by
the Commissioners.

——

Report on Cess-pools by Dr. Tyrrell, @ Commissioner.

’ 2. Guutoor has, according to the last Census, a population of 18,083 persons oceupying 4300
houses. Of the abovementioned numbers seventy-three house-owners have eighty cess-pools, and

of which number forty-six have been filled up and thirty-four are still in use.

3. These cess-pools are great sources of nuisance. They are exceedingly filthy and contain
abominations of the vilest kind. They are only supposed to contain water which has been used
for bathing and culinary purposes; but I must say I observed more than mere refuse water in
them. They contain organic impurities of all kinds—human excrement, animal ordure and
urine, &c. I have visited the streetsin which they are situated, and can confidently assert that
they are receptacles of filth of all imaginable kinds. This mixture after a certain time begins to
ferment and undergo putrefactive changes, the gaseous emanations from which most pollute and
taint the air in the neighbourhood of the cess-pools. One cannot go along the streets of a morning
when their contents are being cleaned out without feeling sick and nauseated. The odour is very
persistent.  The subsoil is saturated with the organic impurities contained in the mucky water.
The people who live in the immediate vicinity must inhale a putrid and tainted atmosphere, and
this is espeeially the case in those narrow streets where ventilation is defective. At times the
filth flows over the cisterns and runs into the streets rendering walking very disagreeable and
disgusting. 'The cess-pools cannot be properly and satisfactorily cleaned out. Scavengers remove
but the Auld portiow; all the sokid mabbers arw Iolt in them aod ach as ferments, generdting putre-
faction in the liquids which run into them subsequent to the so-called cleansing operations of the
scavengers. This takes place daily from one year's end to the other. The air is constantly
tainted: the people breathi®a foul, impure, and health-degenerating atmosphere ; and, should epide-
mics such as cholera manifest themselves in the town, what better place of development and
propagation can they have than these cess-pools and their contents, and what better recipients can
the poison find than the inhabitants of the houses in the neighbourhood of them. 4

4. These cess-pools will, in my opinion, become centres of the development of cholera, and
from them the disease will spread through the town in all directions with lightning rapidity.

] . * *
3‘ : (Signed)  S. M. TYRRELL,
Zillak Surgeon,

—

Report on Cess-pools by Rew. E. Unangst, a Commissioner.

In regard to the condition of the cess-pools of Guntoor I regret to say that I am unable to
report favourably because—

(1.) The cess-pools that I have scen, embracing over two dozens of the seventy and odd that
exist in Guntoor, were, at the time I saw them, in a filthy and most offensive condition.

(2.) Judging from the nature of the mephitis issuing from some of them it was evident that
the contents in them were composed partly of excremenia humana,

(3.) The unwillingness and apathy of the natives in regard to observing rules of cleanlinegs,
so far as cess-pools, latrines, &e., are concerned, go to-show that unless they are com
efficient Police to comply with wholesome sanitary laws ébey will not do it. 4

. GuxTOOR, » (Signed) E. UNANGST, .
4th February 1874, . Commissioner, -

pelled by an




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Departrent,
8th May 1874.

sioners will probably learn by experience how to deal satisfactorily. ‘The Govern-
ment cannot admit that the organization by the Municipality of a body of private
scavengers is inconsistent with the principle of the Act, that householders are to
look after the sanitation of the inside of their houses. The householders are to
pay specially for the work done, and the President admits that without some such
scheme it would be practically impossible for the Commissioners to perform the
duty thrown upon them by the Act of insisting on the cleanliness of private latrines.
The provision for private scavengering will remove one of the great difficulties
of the cess-pool question, and the Government have no objection to the Order
passed in the case of Masulipatam being
extended to the Guntoor Municipality
as suggested by the President.

(True Extract.)

G. 0., dated 3rd February 1874, No. 163.

Acting Chief Secretary.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Guntoor,
,, Sanitary Commissioner.

Exd. A, S, Rodgers.
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