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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
19th January 1874.
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No. 114. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
1st October 1873, No. 1987 :—
Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 8th July 1873,
No. 62, Revenue Department :—

ApstracT.— Traffic on Vedarniem Canal.—Board of Revenue requested to
report on the suggestion to toll it.

e e et

Tge Board have little information to add to that already submitted to
Government in the Proceedings on which the Government Order above recorded
was passed.

9. As regards the revenue which would be yielded by the proposed toll

of 4 Annas per ton of registered boat-tonnage, the Board find that on Cochrane’s

and Sadras Canals the toll so levied amounted, on the average of the three years
1870-71 to 187 2-73) to o Annas and 8 Pies per ton-weight of salt. Taking the
b Wil average of the (&Iuantities sent frolm
Collector's letter, recorde® 5 ot - Vedarniem to Negapatam in faslis
ings, dated 20h July il e 1279 to 1281, the tolzlj-rlevenue would be
Rupees 2,130. If the toll were confined to salt-boats, there need be no establish-
ment, or at least two toll-collectors at Negapatam alone who would cost Rupees
168 per annunl. The net revenue would, therefore, be Rupees 1,962, or less than
one-fourth of the annual allotment for the canal mainfenance.

3. If the canal be deepened and improved as directed in G. O., dated
13th August 1873, No. 837, the maintenance allowance required would probably
be greafter. On the other hand, the quantity of salt sent by the canal will
probably largely increase. The Board think it clear, however, that the canal
cannot be made to pay its expenses by means of any reasonable toll on salt or
other boats, though its value to the salt-revenue is very considerable.

4. If however, the Bill on which the Board reported in Proceedings, dated
12th July 1873, No. 1,265, pass into law, the maintenance of the canal might be
considered to be a portion of the charges for transport of salt, and the expense
could be included in the cost of salt which the Government would be empowered
o recover from the consumers.

5. Tolls could not, the Board presume, be imposed by a mere administrative
order, but the Canal and Ferry Act would have to be put into operation. It
would be possible to frame rules under i, which would restrict the toll to salt-
traffic. If the measure is carried out, no more than one toll for the whole length
of the canal should be demanded. Under the Deputy-Collector’s proposed scheme
(Rule 4), all boats starting from points intermediate between the ¢ Posts’ would be

charged with penal tolls at double rates.
(A true Extract.)
(Signed) H. E. STOKES,
Acting Secretary.







No. 1,987. 5
ProceepINGS oF THE Boarp or Revexue, dafed 1st October 1873.

Read the followiné Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 8th July 1873, é
No. 62, Revenue Department :— -

; Apstract.—Trafic on Vedarniem Canal.—Board of Revenue requested to
report on the suggestion to toll it.

¥ Tae Board have little information to add to that alread? submitted to
Government in the Proceedings on which the Govérnment Order above woxded
: w@%a&:sed : .
2. As regards the revenue wh1ch would be ylelded by the proposed toll
of 4 Annas per ton of registered boat-tonnage, the Board find that on Cochrane’s
and Sadras Canals the toll go levied amounted, on the average of the three years .

(1870-71 to 1872-73) to 5«Annas and 8 Pies per ton-weight of salt. Taking the
average of the quantities sent from

Collector's letter, recorded in Board’s Proceed- Ved BtN tain Sl
25th July 1873, No. 1,394, edarniem to Negapata aslis
o o 4 1279 to 1281, the toll-revenue would be

Rupees 2,130. If the toll were confined to salt-boats, there need be no establish-
ment, or at least two toll- ;o‘]lectors at Negapatam alone who Id cost Rupees
168 per annum. The net_revenue would, therefore, be Rupees 1,962, or less_than
one-fourth of the annual allotment for the canal maintenance.

3. If the canal be deepened and improved as directed in G. O dated =
3 13th August 1873, No. 837, the maintenance allowance required would ‘p%ubnbly

. . be greater. On the other hand, the quantity of salt sent by the canal will !
probably largely increase. The Board think it clear, however, that the canal »
cannot be made to pay its expenses by means of any reasonable toll on saltor
other boats, though its value to the salt-revenue is very considerable.

4, If, however, the Bill on which the Board reported in Proceedings, dated
12th July 1873, No. 1,265, pass into law, the maintenance of the canal might be
considered to be a portion of the charges for transport of salt, and the expense s
could be included in the cost of salt which the Government would be empowered <
to recover from the consumers. s

5. Tolls could not, the Board presume, be imposed by a mere administrative
order, but the Canal and Ferry Act would have to be put into oporation. It :
would be possible to frame rules under it, which would restrict the toll to salt- i
traffic. If the measure is carried out, no more than one toll for the whole length
of the canal should be demanded. Under the Deputy-Collector’s proposed scheme ‘
(Rule 4), all boats starting from points intermediate between the ‘ Posts’ would be i
cbarged with pena} tnlls at double rates.

(A true Extract.) -

Acting Secretary.
To the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

Copy to the Collector of Tanjore, with G. O.
Exd. F. R. Bantleman.
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