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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
*29¢h April 1874.
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No. 320, Read the following letter from G. D. LEMAN, Esq., President of the
Municipal Commissions, Kistna District, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St George, dated Masulipatam,
19th February 1874, No. 250 :—

I have the honour to forward the Budget Estimates with the Vice-President’s
covering letter for the Guntoor Munici jality for the year 1874-75. The balance
with which the next year will open will be Rupees 10,000, :

2. It is large because the Government in their Order, No. 774, dated the
4th June 1873, forbad any expenditure on New Works until the scheme of the water
supply was complete.

3. The District Engineer is still engaged on this. The work was delayed in

consequence of the tank being full, and the impossibility of running the levels.
Lven if it is received before the end of the year no expenditure will be possible.

4. The assets of the Municipality will be diminished by Rupees 5,250 due te
the abolition of the Professional tax.

5. The revision of the House-tax ordered by Government has not produced
the increase that was expected. The Cemmissioners at first estimated the rate at
which a brickhouse of ten square yards might be expected to let at Rupees 7-13.0
per annum, and a mud one at Rupees 3-2-0 and so on ; but at a subsequent meect-

ing, and influenced by an enormous number of appeals complaining of the large-
ness of the estimated rent, and on reconsideration the rate was again reduced to
Rupees 4-14-0 and Rupees 1-15:3 per ten square yards, respectively. This was not
specially reported to me, and I was not aware until now that the Commissioners
have only raised about Rupees 450 more than in the year, when the Government,
under the impression that the House-tax was too low, ordered the revision of it, T
_ think the rates now estimated are fair for houses that are occupied by the owners;

“houses that are let are charged at the real rental,

6. The Vice-President is wrong in paragraph 4, and the endowment of
Rupees 1,092 belonging to the Dispensary is now invested in the Savings Bank,
and will be utilized as soon as the Vice-President sends in plans and estimates for
the buildings required.

7. The alterations that I have to propose in the budget are as follow.

8. Of the allotment of Rupees 2,660 for the Hospital Assistant’s quarters, I
would take out Rupees 1,568 to be devoted to the improvement of the water supply
to the town, leaving only the endowment money of Rupees 1,092 for that item.

9. I would also take the Rupees 1,000 allotted for a school and the Rupees 250
for the establishment of the Training school, and Rupees 50 for its contingencies,
now no longer necessary, and devote them to the improvement of the latrines,
together with 200 Rupees out of the 1,500 Rupees alregdy allotted by the Board
for the two new-latrines at old Guntoor. Then the Commissioners will have, for
the two works that the Government have recorded as being the ones that it is most
necessary the Board should pay attention to, an aggregate sum of Rupees 4?368.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department, .

20th April 1874, *

10. In answering G.0., No. 14, dated 5th January 1874, which

do before many days have passed, I will inform the Government in
improvements will best consist.

I hope to
what these

Pl No change 'is_‘,jmqmg&ﬂ{ﬁ_iﬁ‘éke office or any other of the establishments
thatm'e under the control of the Board, and as the roads are in fair order, and the
Great Northern Road has been just repaire; ' :

2 5

» U \ v N
repairs will be ample.

12, The extension of Budampad road for which 1,000 R :
a good and useful work.— Vide 1 (1) Grant I, , W apealiotied o

13. I enclosearevised Bud

g c

From A. NEWMAP, Esq., Vice-President
G. D. LE (AN, Esq., President of P K SELLS
Masulips .am, 7th February 1874, No. 191, e A fated

1 have the honour to enclose the Bu

dget Estimates of th
year 1874-75 passed at a meeting of the s

ntoor Municipal; :
Commissioners, 4 ipality for the ensuing

owing the actu: :
mate of probable reccipts and expenditure up to that d,ﬂt;a.]»m?? gLin Bank now, and his esti-
altered if necessary, ﬂ%@;& ted balance may Le

. 3. The amount entered as the estimated
estimate as the House-tax has been collected for
over the former collection is very small.

It would have been e b

T
yard agreed upon at the meeting before the new measurement hag.d?ter Ry arieg o
Some appeals the Commissioners were in fayour of N ;

reducing them

i3, therefore, not likely to be much greater than before,

4. Thereis no endowment entrusted to the Commiss; It ;
18 expected that

the sum in your hands belonging to the dis i
’ pensary will he ¢
upon whether the proposal to erect new buildings there he apmi:red, P ARy sponds

oners at present,

5. You have recommended to
be transferved. I have, therefore,
these estimates,

Government that the endo

. entered the annual receipts
8. Should it be transferred to the charge of the
€Xecuiv tepairs which are becoming Very necessary out of the g

wmetft of Whish’s Choultry should
and dn_sbursements of the choultry in
Commissioners they will be ready to
eneral funds, '

6. With regard to the sum of Rup
intend this sum to be spent in completin
it if possible,

ees 1,000 to be laid out on

new roads, the T
& the new road called the By Commissioners

damp?d road, and in extending

7. The Rupees 1,000 entered for educatio ; ‘
3 n 1 %
of one new Municipal schoolhouse, ¥ ne works is intended for the commencoment

B il ma st L O B TN L 1 whr oy ot + Ty ot O

b the sum of Rupees 1,000 alofted for

e - s S -

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
29th April 1874.
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9. Since the details of this budget were discussed however, in fact a fow days ago, the orders
passed by Government on the report sent last year have been received. It is considered that money
should be allotted for further improvement to the water supply of the two tanks after their inspec-
tion by the District Engineer, and that provision should he made for the building of new latrines.

10. The estimates must therefore be revised, and I doubt whether you will consider the amoun:
available to suffice in that case for allotments for new buildings. .

11. Rupees 1,000 entered for repairs to Towds will not be expended on any one road but on
all the roads whenever and wherever the Commissioners find that it can best be applied.

12, And Rupees 1,500 entered for sanitary and miscellaneous repairs is intended to be spent
in petty repairs tosall the existing latrines, wells, cesspools, &e.

13. Provision has been made as before towards the expenses of a Training School, but the
Commissioners doubt whether it is intended to open such a school now that the proposed Local
Fund House-tax is not to be levied.

14. The Commissioners provided for the employment of a Schoolmistress for girls. Up to this
time they have not been able to find one. I received today a copy of G.0., dated 14th January
1874, No, 42, and consequently I have struck that item out.

No. 321. Mixute by the Hon. W. ROBINSON, c.s.1., dated 21st April 1874,

I am unable to join in the draft order on this Budget because the facts show
conclusively that the Guntoor My=i-ipality cannot, without serious detriment to
public interests, bear the suspension of the Professional tax.

2. The Tolls gathered in Guntdor constitute considerably more than one.
fourth of the whole income and are in a great measure virtual transit duties needing
abatement. The Commissioners have attempted to recoup the loss entailed by
the suspension of the Professional tax by revising the valuation of house property,
but it has been found to have been fully valued already. Still the proposed
Government Order suggests that the existing rate, four per cent., should be raised,
thus throwing increased taxation on one portion of the community for the relief
of the wealthier professional and trading classes. I should object to the enhance-
ments of existing taxation for such purpose and deprecate the suggestion.

3. It is unnecessary to notice the other retrenchments enforced against
important improvements and requirements under the various grants, which have
been entailed by the suspension of the Professional tax, for it is obvious that the
all-important water-work scheme is practically postponed sine die unless taxation
be increased. The draft Government Order suggests this latter course against
house property, or that a loan be obtained. The source from which the interest,
&e., are to be got is not indicated in the draft order.

(Signed) ~ W. ROBINSON.
No. 322. OrpER THEREON, 29th April 1874, No. 731,

The subjoined.abstract shows the Budget Estimates of the Guntoor Munici-
pality for the year 1874-75 compared with those for 1873-74 :—
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