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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
20th April 1874.
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No. 313.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
4th March 1874, No. 480 :—

Read again the following:—
Board's Proceedings, dated 28th November 1873, No. 8196 (Miscellancous).

From W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., President of the Local Fund Board, North
Arcot, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Chittoor, 18th November 1873, No. 715.

By desire of the Local Fund Board of the Vellore Circle, I have the honour to
request that the Board of Revenue will be pleased to move Government to sanction
the raising of the Land-cess from 9 Pies to 1 Anna in the Rupee in that Circle from
the beginning of 1874-7 5.

9. The funds at present available are quite inadequate for the requirements
of the circle, as will be seen from a perusal of the Budget of 1874-75 about to be
submitted to the Board. A large sum is required annually for the maintenance of
existing roads, on many of which the traffic is considerable. This leaves only a
small amount for new works, however urgently they may be required. The Vice.
President informs me that the District Engineer asked for Rupees 51,000 for new
works in 1874-75, but the Board could only provide Rupees 2,000.

3. Should the proposal meet with the approval of the Board and the sanction
of Government, a Supplemental Budget for 1874-75 will be submitted for utilizing
the additional income ensured.

The Collector must enter more into detail before he can expect the taxation
of the Vellore Circle to be raised.

9. He should show what the Road Fund gets from the Land-cess, what has to
be allotted for repairs already sanctioned, and what sum will still be wanted for
roads sanctioned and not completed.

3. He should further report (illustrating his views by a map if possible)
whether much more roadwork will be wanted before the circle is fairly supplied
with means of communication.

4. The Budget for 1874-75 has not been received up to this date.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) J. GROSE,
Secretary.

e

Read also the following letter from W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., President of the
Local Fund Boards, North Arcot District, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, dated Vellore, 20th January 1874, No. 24 :—

I mavE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings of the

Board of Revenue, dated 98th November last, No. 8,196, calling for further inform-
ation with reference to the proposal to raise the land cess in the Vellore Circle.

2. The Road Fund gets from the Land cess Rupees 46,100, being two-thirds

of the Land cess. The sum required for repairs of works already sanctioned and
completed is Rupees 36,080. The District Engineer gives it at 42,000 Rupees.
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allowance having been cut down in the
ng this measure, states that the lowest

llowe: ] 0 b¢ maintained in really good order. For
road sanctioned and not completed about Rupees 35,000 are required. In the
draft Budget forwardoed from the District Engineer’s Office, new works to the
amount of Rupees 57,000 were éﬁiered, which included the ‘estimates sanctioned.

The Distriet Engineer has now in hand an estimate, amounting to Rupees 25,000,

ore and Pinnathoor road, with
a branch to join the Arnee road ti

| M8 was omitted for want of funds, and the
circumstance has been i

has ¢ ully explained in Paragraphs 24 and 25 of that letter.
4. The map asked for by the Board, shewing what new r
in the Cirele, the District Engineer Promises to have p
as possible, as he says his draftsman hg 8 great deal of work on hand, and the
map cannot be put in hand ; i

ration, and as the p i

oads are required

SuBMITTED for the orders of Gover

2. In their Order of the 12th May
the Land Cess to be ip

nment,

ch 1873,No.340, Government, while allowing

Fund establishment, of general
nd plant, the cogt of maj

g ) : 'aintenance (if nothing is spent on
new works) will be Rupees 56,830, Tpe two-thirds of the Land cess which belongs

ew W » g, 1 are required, ag iho’y‘n by the President. In
187475 it is stimated that only Rupecy 2,000 wil be ayailapl.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
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Under these circumstances the Board think that t‘he Land Cess sh?uld be
i g.fromn9 Pies to 1 Anna in the Rupee of assessment in the Vellore Circle as
;Z:sieen already done in the other part of the district.

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed)  J. GROSE,

Secrelary.

-

314 MixutE by the Right Hon. the PRESIDENT, dated 23rd March 1874.
No. 314.

I altogether object to increasing Land-cess for the purpose of ma(,ikm.g 1:1(::
) i ly £500,000 annually on roads in thi
ieve the expenditure of nearly . . _on ¥0nd
roadf. I be:(l)e be extravagant and wasteful; and I desu‘e' to dxmmlsl.l it for thz
Presldenc); applying what is saved to elementary education. And if I aa,green
Purpose 0 t:in increase of the Land-cess, heavily as that tax now presses u:?o
ot e ots, it would certainly not be for new roads, but for the edu.ca ion
yo paupux‘rry W;a are throwing upon the present severely-taxed generatwfn a
T, (=] F : -
b (_I = orks which will benefit generations to come, and vivluch ought, there ox:;
a7 “r':lved f.'()r by loans. Ifit is not so provided for, it ought at ]e;st t-om]
iy pflovl;) a very gradual process of construction, and not at the rate of seve
incurre F
; ousands a-yeur. : . :
hund210d Ithvcu;xail(ll strg;gly press for reconsideration, and should wish the draft
' (
recirculated.

(Signed)  HOBART.

315 Mmure by the Hon. J. D. SIM, c.s.1., dated 13th April 1874.
No. 315.

. in the Vellore Circle (which is the Sub-

The preseUtN" a:tehozrt:}:; Ilf)?sr::(:i::;zslg tPies in the Rupee of assessm.ent_. . i:
division of the NO it to 12 Pies, the rate prevailing in the rest of the dlstrslc o
18 P"Opqsed v }ralsg'acent districts, Madras, Nellore, Cuddapah, Sfxlem, z.md ;":h
well as in all ¢ 1.ea : reason whatever for supposing that the agriculturists o ) e
Arcot. '].‘here z not ay this trifling additional sum (three-foufths of.a farthulxlg
Vellore.Clrcle canf;ﬁ P Z f assessment), just as well as the agriculturists o{) the
A ea?h ?htl mdg of the five adjacent districts which I have named a l;oever;
rest of the district an may be assured that the increase wou}d not have i tfe
If they could not, : eLoca,l Fund Board, the Sub-Collector in charge f)t . lt
l‘ecommen(dél(lio bi}; :Tiie-President of that Board), the Collector of the Distriet,
Division (w
and the Board of -R‘ivf:i:cessity of raising the cess there can be no dou?t. ':;l::

= i % absi uRoad'Fumd is now Rupees 46,000, and t‘he g 01 r;?e of
annual income of t edin to the District Engineer, to Rupees 42,000, ;xc us e
alonehamou:tsaszgzzirntengdence, Thus not only are nt'aw works out of the question,
the charge for in repair !
but those al.read)’ c_ompleit;d 1(;83:;;2:;613(1:?;; g 101;?, from the Supren}e Govemlment

i ml,eItil::lz:’ S‘of E-)oads in the Vellore Circle.l én sev.erf-zl l;:s&l;csil ;?I;i
for the comp il d Boards and Municipal Commissio )
have been granted to Local Fun
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specific works, such as a particular bridge, or an ex
good security. A loan, as in this instance,
the general road system of a circle would
lead to unlimited indebtedness,

pensive ghaut, and always on
for the maintenance and completion of
assuredly be refused, for it would simply

Moreover we have no security to offer, for repairs
alone absorb all our income. The alternative suggested by His Lordship of
working out our schemes more gradually will not aid us here, for, as matters now
stand, there are no funds for works at all,

Our roads are all being made to meet
existing and immediately Prospective wants,

and the present generation benefit by
them as much as their successors will hereafter. We are not taxing the present
generation for the benefit of T own advantage.

e I concur with
District authoritieg that the Land-ce’ss in the With the Board of Revenue and the

Vellore Cirele should be raised to

(Signed)  J. D. SIM.

term “ pauper ryots ” is in no

: way applicabl i
!1ghtest assessed and wealthjeg = .

t (for its size) i
. payers to justif hesitati
-important purposes s S o e y tion where the need for money

4. 1 haye nothing to adq ¢, what i : e
and loans save entire agreement, * 1. Sim bas written on the subject of roads
5. The example o

f France under th ;
system of loans for ordinary mup; ol o Sovernment in the el

cipal and country Purposes, may well warn

—————
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
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ainst a course of administration which, I fear, would eventually .lead to great
:itravagance, waste and widespread indebtedness. I deprecate entering on such
y sys;em-l submit that the expenditureon roads throughout the Presidency doesnot,
1 belic;ve, exceed £350,000 a-year (upwardfx of twenty-ﬁve' per cent. of :; is takei]n for
costly Department Public Works establishment), anfl 18 & very mo eratfa charge
p ntry of 140,000 square miles, the home of thirty millions, and yielding a
s c(l)lu of .2574 500 0:)0. More than two-thirds of this income is now applied to
reﬂ_t lt;:'nin ro’ads ’already in existence—which leaves but a very moderate balar'lce
mal:vh;re f%r completing important district lines, bridging and otherwise extending
:24)17 improving the communications.of the co.untry. . }
7. I submit that education is otherwise .provxded for by law, and that a
refusal to sanction the proposals of the District ?ﬂicers and Board of Revenue
1d in no way help the matter of primary education. . Im'ieed one-third of the
i:(::nded increase will be available for Education and Sanitation.

(Signed) W. ROBINSON.

No. 317 Minure by the Right Hon. the PRESIDENT, dated 22nd April 1874.

Having read the minutes of my honourable co].lcagues, I must adhc.re to my
opinion that we ought not to allow this serious increase in the taxation of the
Vello2l' ’ C;;dt;‘e first place I do not gather from these papers that (as observed by
my hc;nourable colleague, Mr. Sim,) the Local Fund Board of Vellore have not

ient funds for the maintenance of existing roads. The Board of Revenue
BUﬁic‘l‘en n when the maintenance grants are reduced as the Local Fund Board
g e'ved by want of funds have reduced them and the grant from Provincial
cons;rﬂmz S );cial Funds is taken into account the income of the fund is insuf-
:i?(‘:il;n: :: all(l))w any material progress to be made w.ith new wol:ks.” The Bolard

idently states the case at its worst ; yet even on its own showing there are thus
jbkows ly flicient funds (with an economy which I have no doubt was extremely
:: tbznd);ssited) for the maintenance of existing roads, but even for making

’ 1 rks.

by X?gr:;}:;glg:;dwgf which this can be said is not in a position to apply
f 13. e to i(:lccrease by twenty-five per cent. the taxati'on of the people'al.ld the
per he land from which the public revenue isderived. And even if it were
s 05 Olilt (:I ; money which the Local Board of Vellore can command for this
il atb 1el suf}i’icient to repair its present roads, I could not consent to
3 viagh wa; al:aicement of a local taxation which I consider has of late tende.d
e ens ive throughout this Presidency. Still less could I consent to it
s 73 2t (s)f roadmaking, which I am satisfied is proceeding—in the absence
o 1 Purposel te and efficient control as should regulate it, and which seems to
i a'comp ('able by the very nature of the case—at a rate which the poorer
be made fl u;}?ossguntr}): who pay for it cannot without serious suffering support.
s oV:’i]:lsx creference to a remark made by my honourable colleague, Mr.
s;m,4i have to explain that I did not advocate any special loan for roads in




nancial Department,
e

Vellore. I wished to observe that roads ought either (1) to be made by mea;:h::
loan-funds, o a5 not to throw upon the present generation alone the e;xpensa 2 S
which will benefit many future generations, or (2) if this policy is not aldofhan
to be made much more gradna@y,f.e., at much less annyg) cost to tl.xe people S
is the case at present. My honourable colleague says, “ Weare not taxing the P"eseme
nefit of Posterity, but for their OWn advantage.” 1 Pw’u} A

osterity must benefit by th

colleague wi]] not deny that p it
l-made roaq s that for sych construction under our pres

eneration is calleq upon to pay the whole expense ; and that 16
would be considerably more just if he were called y

that part being the equivalent for hig share in the },
subsequent generations, It geemg a truj e 7

for that which j for the advantage ot only of himself, byt of many other indivi-
duals, on the groung gy we o, ; i tage” is unjust, We are not
permitted (in viey of the Policy which hqs been adopted) to remedy the in_]ustlc.:
in this cage by resorting tg g System of loapg, We are bound then to see that i

18 remedieq 80 far gg

construction of g we
system, the present g

ESigned) HOBART.

Mixurg by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, dated 25th April
1874,
It appears to

-cess does not appear to be
Prevailing in five adjacent
istrict are well-to-do people,

€ans, no new works can be
ew works ” to mean an addi-
COmmenced, and [ g]g,

Presume the necessity for such

ore it wag Commenceq, T4 is surely good policy to

Press such g work to Completioy. Iwoulq therefore adopt the course recommended

by the Boarg of Revenye, :

4. Iam altogethey OPposed to the policy of Ppropriating to edycation or

- any o.th.er Purpose, any portion of this cegg which been allotted to roads, being

of opinion that the agricultyrg] Populatiop contributing ¢, 1t, benefits in a greater
degree from roggs than frop, any other hoop the %vemment can confer upon it.

(Signed) FRED, HAINES.

I ascertaineq bef

-

e

ernment, Financial Department,
, 7 the Madras Government,
P 29th April 1874.

s

N ~

319 : OrpEr THEREON, 29th April 1874, No. 730.
No. 319.

osal to raise the rate of Land-cess is approved, and the following
The propos:

1 ‘rom the commencement of the
ion will i giving effect to the increas rom
Notification will issue, giving

-
Norirication,

i Rupee
f Land-cess to be levied in the Vellore Circle shall be 1 Anna per Rupe
the rate o -
of assessment.

1 AMICHAEL
i - F'. Scta’ng Chief Se,cre{ary.

Exd. J. Wright.

T T——
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