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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
_ 25th April 1874.
Read the following papers :—
No.233.  From the Hon. D. ARBUTHNOTT, President of the Municipal
Commission, Combaconum, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Vallam, 25th
February 1874,

1 have the honour to forward, herewith, the ‘Budget Estimate of Receipts and
Expendituré of the Combaconum Municipality during the year 1874-75 in the form$
prescribed in G. 0., dated 28th October 1871, No. 1646, together with a copy of
the letter from the Vice-President containing explanatory remarks regarding
certain items of receipts and charges.

9. The gross receipts of the, Municipality have been estimated at Rupees
35,135 during the ensuing year against Rupees 48,000 during the current year.
The decrease is mainly due to the fact that the Commissioners do not expect any
balance whatever to begin this year with while they anticipated more than Rupees
13,000 as opening balance at the beginning of the current year. The reason for
this want of balance is that the reconstruction of the roads, which fell into utter
disrepair at the end of 1872.73, has cost considerably more than what was allotted

in the Budget for that purpose. '

3. Although the Commissioners proposed in the current year’s Budget that
the rate of the house-tax should be raised from five to 7} per cent. and framed their
estimate accordingly, yet, as Government directed that the proposal be postponed,
they did not levy the tax at the enhanced rate. During the ensuing year they
apprehend that the fands will be wanting even to meet the ordinary expenditure
of the Municipality unless the house-tax is levied at the rate last mentioned as they
have dispensed with the profepsionétl-tax during the current year also. A sum of
Rupees 14,000 has, therefore, been put down under the head of ¢ House-tax.”

4. The Local Fund Board, Tanjore Circle, having, on the representation of
the Commissioners, agreed to pay an increased contribution of Rupees 2000 to the
Municipality on account of ‘the Combaconum Dispensary, the said amount has
been entered under the head of ¢ Local Fund Contribution ” in the present Budget.
Provision has also been made for the same in the Budget of the Local Fand Board.

5. Several important works have been postponed owing to want of funds,
~ < and only a few petty works detailed in Statement II-A. have been provided for
in the Budget, these being considered to be indispensable.

6. The Commissioners intend to take up a few schools under their manage-
ment as directed in G. O, dated 22n0d May 1872, No. 670, and have allotted
Rupees 1,133 for them on a rough calculation. The allotment for results grants
“has, therefore, been put down as Rupees 483. The allotment for salary grants has,
however, been raised to Rupees 1,014 ; but, a portion of this being for the girls’
schools, will not have to be spent under G. O., dated 14th January 1874, No. 42.

7. Although the Commissioners have eveluded the professional-tax from
their Budget for 187475, yet, with a view to provide funds for the execution of
some of the important works, such as the drainage of the town, during the next
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year they request the sanction of Government to levy that tax ata reduced rate.
Such a proposal not being authorized by law I think that the tax may be allowed
to be levied in full rates in the Combaconum Municipality until the drainage. of
the town is completed.

From T. GOVINDA ROW, Officiating Vice-President, to the Hon D. ARBUTHNOTT, President

of the Municipal Commission, Combaconum, dated Combaconum, 25th Janua.ry 1874
No. 140.

In forwarding, herewith, the Budget Estimate for the year 1874-75, prepared according to the
Government Proceedings, No. 646, dated the 28th October 1871, I have the honour to make the
following remarks with reference to certain items :— .

House-taxz.—Having had in the beginning of the currentyear a large opening balance the Com-
missioners during the present yearlevied this tax only at five per cent. ‘But as no opening balance
is expected for the Budget year, and owing to want of funds, the Commissioners were obliged to
propose to levy the tax at the maximum rates.

Parapet wall round Burning-ground —This burning-ground is situated on the northern side
of the river Cauvery, frenting a crowded locality of the town, and is “thereby a source of incessant
nuisance to its neighbours. The Commissioners once contemplated its removal to a place out of
the public view, but there arose so many religious objections that the Commxssi’oners were-obliged
to abandon the scheme. The entire cost for a thorough improvement in point of sanitation would
amount to upwards of Rupees 10,000, However, the Commissioners propose to start with the
parapet wall and two flights of steps, these being considered the first important requirements for
obstructing a horrible view of the burning of the dead bodies. The inhabitants of this town have
agreed to contribute a moiety of the expense, and this sum of Rupees 1, 160 is the other moiety to
be borne by the Commissioners, ;

Parapet wall to Porthamarai Tank—During the late Ma.hama.ka.n festival this tank was
pumped out to prevent accidents from drowning. While the steam pump was working a portion of
the southern parapet wall of the tank together with the platform came down. If these be allowed
to stand as they are at present there is every apprehension of the other portion also coming down.
The Commissioners have consequently allotted a sum of Rupees 1,600 to replace them.

It may not be out of place to observe here that this tank is sadly in want of drainage. The
waters of this tank being considered holy by the inhabitants it is always made use of for bathing

purposes ; but owing to want of drainage a sort of foated fungoid substance collects on its surface -

rendering the waters of the tank noxious and offensive to the smell. With a view of providing a
drainage to this tank the Commissioners have prepared plans and estimates, the total cost
- amounting to Rupees 2,129, The funds at the disposal of the Commissioners not allowing them to
make an allotment in the Budget they have postponed the work until such time as they are able to
undertake it. However, they are under the impression that if the professional-tax is sanctioned by
Government at a reduced rate (vide copy of Proceedings of the Commissioners enclosed) they can
remove a long-standing and the most obnoxious nuisance.

Repairing Needamungalum Road with clay and sand.—About three or four years ago this
road was metalled at a considerable cost and is now much worn out and requires complete repair,
The cost comes to about Rupees 5,000. But for the same reasons as stated in the foregoing para-
graph the Commissioners propose to repair the road with clay and sand, and if the professional-tax
is sanctioned they hope they can repair the road with laterite.

In conclusion, I beg to observe that all possible reduction is made under the head of ** Estab-

lishment "’ and no further reduction could be made under that head consistent wzth the efficient
management of works of the Municipality.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
~ 25th April 1874.

Procerpines of the Municipal Commissioners, Combaconum, dated 19th January 1874.
Present :
M. R. Ry. T. Govinda Row, Vice-President.
Lieutenant A. W, Smart.
Rev. H. Wannski.
M.R.Ry. K. Regunada Row.
,»  T. Sundrappaiyar.
,» A. Anuggragam Pillay.
,»  Venkatapathe Kistna Settier.

Resolved that the Budget as revised by the Commissioners be passed.

Resolved that the President be requested to inform the Government that owing to want of
funds the Commissioners weve obliged to abandon the metalling of the Needamungalum Road, which
it is now proposed simply to repair with clay and sand at a cost of Rupees 500, and also to put off
several important works, such as the providing of a drainage for the town, &c., and that in case
the Government allow the Commissioners to levy the professional-tax at a reduced rate the

Commissioners may take up those works during the next year.
" * »*

(Signed) T. GOVINDA ROW,
Officiating Vice- President.

No.234.  Muvure by the Hon. W. ROBINSON, c.s.1., dated 14th April 1874.

The Combaconum Municipal Budget presents an unsatisfactory condition.

9. The estimated income, Rupees 35,000, is obviously insufficient for the
needful expenditure of this populous and wealthy town of nearly 45,000 inhabi-
tants, and of this forty per cent. (Rupees 14,000) is levied by tolls on the main lines
of traffic and therefore open to serious modification. The expenditure under
Grant L. is deficient under those heads where most is needed. The whole drainage
scheme seems to be in undesirable abeyance for want of funds; and only Rupees
700 are provided for New Communications and Rupees 3,500 for Repairs, afthough
Rupees 14,000 are levied by tolls. Rupees 3,000 is no adequate provision for the
education of the children of 45,000 mhabltants-—and conservancy, lighting, and
supervision have to be reduced as compared with the preceding year. There is,
therefore, no room for foregoing any legal source of income.

3. TBhe Commissioners proposed last year to raise the house-tax from five
per cent. to 74 per cent., but the increase was not sanctioned by Government..
I am inclined to think that a wealthy town like Combaconum might bear the
increment well. But I am unwilling to levy the maximum house-tax while the
wealthy merchants and traders escape their proper income-tax. I therefore strongly
prefer the reimposition of the professional-tax in accordance with the reasonable
proposal of the Commissioners.

4. The main purpose they have in view, viz., the drainage of the town, is a
reasonable charge on the income and trade profits of the thriving mercantile and
professional community like that of Combaconum.

(Signed)  W. ROBINSON.

No.235.  Mixure by the Right Hon. the PRESIDENT, dated 15th April 1874,

With reference to the Hon. Mr. Robinson’s remarks, I have to observe that this
Municipality spent (in round figures) Rupees 30,000 in 1872-73, 4. ., about Rupees
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13,000 less than they estimated for that year. In 1873-74 they expect to have spent
all for which they budgeted, viz., Rupees 48,000 (including the balance of last year),
but it does not follow that they will have done so ; and, supposing that they have done
80, I think it would be most undesirable to encourage them to increase their expen-
diture on the very first occasion on which they have been able to spend the full
amount of their estimate. We should thus go far effectually to defeat our OWR
object, which is to prevent unnecessary taxation in our Municipalities. They
propose to revive the profession-tax, which was abolished at their own request a year
ago;—and the object for which they propose this is a comprehensive drainage
scheme.” It is evident, that the Government could net, in common consistency,
agree to their proposal. Moreover, experience shows that taxation imposed for

i drainage schel'nes_” means an accumulation of the proceeds of taxation from year
to year, . ¢., unjustifiable burdens upon the people.

2.. A .“ drainage scheme ”* ought to be carried into effect by means of a loan,
for which (if they really see their way to an effective scheme) the Board should
n.apply: and I would inform them accordingly. I should add, that I consider that 1t
is the tendency of our Local and Municipal Boards generall;r (1st) to raise a larger
revenue than they are able to spend and (2ndly) to raise a revenue larger than that

which, considered with reference to the tax-payi . ,
the people, is desirable. paying capacity and general welfare 0

. (Signed) ~ HOBART.

No.236.  Mixvure by the Hon. J. D. SIM, c.s.1., dated 22nd April 1874.

tI c:r{cur with his LOl‘dSh.ip that the drainage scheme—to which I attach the
greatest importance, and which, I consider, should not be delayed—must be

e
xecuted by a Government loan, and I would inform the Commissioners that

application sh S8
PEE plarez](fn should accordingly be made when the plans and estimates have been

; 2.. The abol}tlon of the professional-tax, yielding Rupees 10,000 per annuim,
as grlev?u.sly crippled the means of the Municipality, The Commissioners esti-
mate their income in the current year 1874.75 at Rupees 35,000, while that of
:)8’:3-;& was Rupees 48,000, ; The charges are, of course, kept within the income,

ut this result has been obtained by economies of a very questionable character.
The total sum allotted for new roads in this large and populous town is only.
Rupees 712. Repairs to roads are reduced from Rupees 6,250 to Rupees 8,500

and, most to be regretted of all, conservancy has been reduced from Rupees 12,088

to Rupees 9,400. The letters of the Vice-President—a native—and of the Presi-
dent—.ou.r oldest and most experienced Collector—show to what straits the
Coymmsmners have been reduced. At a meeting of seven members—five being
natives—they have proposed the reimposition of the profession-tax at a reduced
fate, and I should not hesitate to advocate compliance with their wishes were
1.t not that they have raised the house-tax from five to 71 per cent., and I think
it we}l to see v.vhether this enhancement will, or will not, suffice. It: is probable,
a8 his Lordship remarks, that there will be a balance, though not a large one,
at the end of 1873-74, and this will enable the Commi;sioners to provide more

not recorded in the usual way.

.“"/.\
R :

r

Proceedings of the Madras: Government, Financial ‘Department,
25th April 1874.

fully for «gonservancy.” When the drainage scheme ‘is wndertaken recourse to
‘the profession-tax will be an absolute necessity, in order to pay the annually

accruing interest on the loan.
3. I observe that my Minute on the Commissioners’ Budget for 1872-73 was

(Signed) J. D. SIM.

No. 237. ORDER THEREON, 25th April 1874, No. 691.

The subjoined table is an abstract of the Budget Estimates of the Combaconum
Municipality for the year 1874-75 compared with those for the current year:—

~ Recerets. CHARGES.
RAy 1878-74.  1874.75. - 1878.74. 1874.78,
RS. RS. Grls&nt I.VF- BB VR
nce 13,310 ew Works—
:g:ls?gnment by Govern- Communications ... 10,000 712
ment 600 150 Buildings' = ... . 1,310 3,426
Bt bt s ey IB100, 34000 - Bepairs— - .
Tax on Arts .. e 300 Communications ... 6,250 3,500
Tax on Vehicles ... ... 1,510 1,400 Miscellaneous ... 350 2,130
Tolls ciiv " soe | ool ane 14,000 14,000 | Establishment ... ... 2,384 2,262
NPT i A B e 1,260 1,200 | Tools and Plant ... 46 56
BiBeh -"oil okag me,vee 150 200 | Grant II.—
Epdowments ... .. 1,990 1,815| Municipal Schools ... 830 1,138
Contribution from Local Salary Grants ... ... 300 1,014
T A A 1,510 2,000 Resalts Grants 2,120 483
MEERCOTRBAORE. 1o us 270 370 | Inspection 100 300
i Miscellaneous ... ... 70
Grant 1IL.—
Hospitals and Dispen-
garies PR AT 5,148 6,050
Vaccination ... ... 150 150
Registration of Birth
and Deaths ... ... 284 200
Conservancy ... ... 12,088 9,400
Grant IV.—
Lighting .o o0e v 2,270 1,920
Choulfries™ " ..c" e 110
Watering Streets, &e. 170 50
Travellers’ Bungalows 110
Grant V.—
Supervision ... ... 2,996 1,869
Miscellaneous ... ... 304 300
PAIATIOE ;o Huie ) asd 1,290 f24
Total ... 48,000 35,135 Total ... 48,000 85,135

9. The estimated income for the year 1874-75 falls short of that for the current
year by Rupees 12,865, owing entirely to the current year’s estimate showing an
opening balance of Rupees 13,310. The sanction for the increase of the rate of
house-tas, which was withheld in reviewing the current year’s Budget, is now
accorded; but until the drainage plans and estimates called for in G. O., dated 22nd
May 1872, have been submitted the Government must decline to consider any
proposal for the levy of the profession-tax, which has already been twice introduced
and twice abolished in accordance with the wishes of the Commissioners. The

drainage of the town, moreover, is a work which should be carried out"by means of
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FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.
s | | Combaconum Municipal Budget for 1874-75.

I concur with his Lordship that the drainage scheme—to which I attach the

‘ a, = greatest importance, and which, I consider, should not be delayed—must be
I~ | w o ‘e = PP
| 3 ; -y , oxecuted by a Government loan, and I would inform the Commissioners that
= : = i = application should accordingly be made when the plans and estimates have been
4 = : = . prepared.

2. The abolition of the professional-tax, yielding Rupees 10,000 per annum,
has grievously crippled the means of the Municipality. The Commissioners esti-
mate their income in the current year 1874-75 at Rupees 35,000, while that of
1873-74 was Rupees 48,000. The charges are, of course, kept within the income,
P~ (222 but this result has been obtained by economies of a very questionable character.

=2 The total sum allotted for new roads in this large and populous town is only
3 ff/ Rupees 712. Repairs to roads are reduced from Rupees 6,250 to Rupees 3,500,
| | , 3 | = and, most to be regretted of all, conservancy has been reduneed from Rupees 12,088
: g to Rupees 9,400. The letters of the Vice-President—a native—and of the Presi-
dent—our oldest and most experienced Collector—show to what straits the
Commissioners have been reduced. Ata meeting of seven members—five being
l natives—they have proposed the reimposition of the profession-tax at a reduced
‘ " rate, and I should not hesitate to advocate compliance with their wishes were
| it not that they have raised the house-tax from five to 74 per cent., and I think
it well to see whether this enhancement will, or will not, suffice. It is probable,
as his Lordship remarks, that there will be a balance, though not a large one,
at the end of 1873-74, and this will enable the Commissioners to provide more
fully for *conservancy.” When the drainage scheme is undertaken recourse to
the profession-tax will be an absolute necessity, in order to pay the annually
accruing interest on the loan.

3. T observe that my Minute on the Commissioners’ Budget for 1872-73 was

not recorded in the usual way.

92nd April 1874. J. D. SIM.
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