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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
20th April 1874.

No. 167.  Read the following letter from Captain J. L. L. MORANT, R.E,,
District Engineer, Nilgiris, to Colonel G. W, WALKER, R.E., Chief
Engineer and Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Ootacamund, 17th February 1874, No. 52 :—

I have the honour to invite your attention to two resolutions of the Oota-
camund Municipal Commissioners passed at a meeting held on the 31stiultimo at
which I was unable to be present.

2. They are as follow :—

““ No. 21.—Arrangements proposed for the repair of the roads in 1874-75. The Commis-
sioners resolve to solicit the sanction of Government through the President for transferring the
charge of the roads during the coming year, the repair of which rests with the Municipal Com-
missioners, to the District Engineer, the Commissioners paying a mileage rate to be fixed upon
hereafter, subject to the conditions that the District Engineer shall submit a Monthly Progress
Report in the same way as is now submitted to the Local Fund Board of expenditure on the several
roads and that he should be under the direction of the Commissioners in regard to work done in
the same manner as he is subject to the general control of the Local Fund Board. The Commis-
sioners further resolve to request that Government may be pleased to order that the District
Engineer should carry out any new works on roads on sanctioned estimates."

*“ No. 25.—The Commissioners resolve to request the District Engineer to be good enough to
prepare an estimate for widening and draining the road from the Church' to Snowdon Saddle and
thence to the Marlimund Reservoir and metalling such parts as may be necessary ; the maximum
width to be twelve feet exclusive of drains. The whole of the roads to be coated with laterite of an
average thickness of four inches; the metal when used to be eight feot wide, of an average
thickness of three inches.”

3. In view of the above resolutions, which have been arrived at without my
having anything to do with them, I have the honour to inquire whether it meets
your wishes that I should accept the responsibility which the Commissioners are
about to request Government to place upon me; of course, if Government order
me to do so I can have no choice in the matter. But to do anything like justice
to the additional work which will thus be thrown upon me I strongly feel that
I should require the assistance of an Overseer in Ootacamund in addition to the
Taluq Overseer already here, I trust you will agree with me in considering that
I could not (in justice to the department to which I have the honour to belong)
without remark accept the responsibility without some help of the kind. On this
point I beg to be allowed o bring to your recollection that my present Overseer,
Maneevalloo Pillay, is about to exchange with a Mr, Dorsey, whose arrival I am
awaiting from the Malabar District. Would it be too much to ask of you to allow
me to keep Maneevalloo Pillay for.the municipal roads in addition to Overseor
Dorsey, who would do the usual dufies of a Taluq Overseer? The proposed
arrangements of the Municipal Commissioners is only intended to be for one year
on trial. If Overseer Manuel was allowed to remain for that period other arrange-
ments could in the meanwhile be adopted for permanently occupying his place if it
was so thought desirable.

4. Moreover, I learn on good authority that Government propose spending
large sums on roads within municipal limits and around Ootacamund, to carry out
which speedily and efficiently the services of an additional Overseer would be very
necessary even if the Municipality looked after their own roads.
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~ 20th April 1874.
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5. In submitting these propositions of the Municipal Commissioners to ?’f;“
I beg to apprise you that they have not been sought for by me. I have mere Yf
expressed my readiness to do all in my power to assist them with the proviso, od
course, that anything they might propose would meet with your approval. I n;e 1
hardly inform you that if I consulted ' own personal convenience I 8}.10“1‘1 ge

inclined to absolutely refuse to have anything whatever to do with the station roads,
in attending to which T can expect to gain no approval from any one, ufﬂess’
indeed, the Grovernment issued positive orders on the subject. 1 merely desire tol
act in this matter as I conceive a public servant ought to do, and I beg you wil

be good enough to afford me your valuable advice. From the experience Lhgrs

had o.f the Local Fund Board and of the Municipality I anticipate no difficulty 11
working with them in the way proposed. .

6. Should you consider it advisable that I should accept the Mu?iflpall
Commissioners' offer, should Government approve of it with such additiona
aas1.stancé as the nature of the case demands, I beg to be allowed to bring to .your
notice one point which seems to me of importance. The Municipality will, of
cou}*se, proceed to work on a Budget in which will be entered certain sums.for
various roads at certain mileage upkeep rates. But much of this money (consistmg.,
as it does, of taxes on the inhabitants) for these roads will not be available unt;‘l
: (‘)ctober or even later in the official year, and will come in by dribblets at uncertainl
intervals. To expend sums of money on repairs to roads in October would be

doing the work in the mosgt inefficient manner, and it would be impossible to "
proper arrangements if there was un

P = . the
certainty as to the receipt of funds and if
works had to keep pace with funds falline ; 3 e el
i tain interv
This would be a hand-to-mouth g § falling in at irregular and uncertain

’ ystem that could never be satisfactory. Money
v:olultd be required on the 1st April and all road repairs should be over by October
:u ‘:se;t. M;Y I, therefore, on the Budget being passed, assume that the allotf:d)

Or road repairs are available (3 . Local Funds
and expend the money at the ¢ (just as T do now in the case of Loc

¥ thi.mal: t:fat grt:er be held to apply absolutely to Ootacamund there is an end
Ppassed when I‘nocall1 FIE;I aps that Order is not now applicable inasmuch as it W83

. Boards a3 istrict
ugineers were not cre Were non-existent and when the posts of Di

ated. M " T
Oot.acamnnd, it has talway5 hither::eover, with regard to the Mumclpall Y y

i been held exceptional. My predecessor di
mm“’ml and I have done the same. I am now also,
Couservation of the v f,es’ engaged in Preparing a rather elaborate project for the
the Municina] 2% Supply and for the drainage of the town of Coonoor fof

runicipal Com 1ssioners, and Government, 1 believe, are considering the

=®

Procéedfings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
20th April 1874.

Transferred to the Financial Department.

(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government, P.W.D,

11¢h March 1874.

No. 168. Orper THEREON, 20th April 1874, No. 639.

The Commissioners have been informed that the proposed arrangement can

only be sanctioned on their agreeing to pay a rateable share of the cost of Public
Works supervision.

2. Under these circumstances it is not probable that the proposal will be
repeated.

(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Ootacamund,
y»  Public Works Department,

Exd. A. S. Rodgers.
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‘ FINANCIAL,

Tez PRESIDENT or THE "
MUNICIPAL COMMISSION,
Ootacamund, "
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Dated April, 20th,

Reed. e

@. 0., 20th April 1874, No. 639,

APRIL. .
Nos. 167-168.

g

9§a§a& Ea:s&%&a@ —The Public Works
Department informed, with reference to the letter
addressed to it by the District Engineer, Nilgiris,
on the subject of two resolutions passed by the
Muvicipality for transferring the charge of Sa
roads to the District Engineer, that it has bet
intimated to the Commissioners that the prope
arrangement can only be sanctioned on
agreeing to pay a rateable share of the cos
Public Works supervision and that .Emou :
circumstanees it is not probable that the propos
will be repoated. .
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