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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
20th April 1874.

No. 150. Read the following letter from W. McQUHAE, Esq., President of the
Local Fund Boards, Madura, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,'dated Shembaganore, 8th
April 1874, No, 126 :—

With reference to the Proceedings of Government in the Financial Department,
dated 4th March 1874, No. 360, I have the honour to submit, for the favourable
consideration of Government, a petition from the people of Periacolum and the
adjoining villages praying that the Hospital Assistant(Saminada Pillay) may not
be removed from the dispensary at that place. I also submit copy of a letter from
the Vice-President, Dindigul Circle, dated 30th March 1874, No. 44, and I may state
that all the members of the Local Fund Board and Government servants acquainted
with the working of this institution would regret the removal of Saminada Pillay.
He suits the people, and that is the most important qualification for the charge of a
rural dispensary.

—

TrANSLATION of a Mahazirnamah from the Ryois, Tradesmen, and others of Periacolum and the
adjoining villages, to H. W. BLISS, Esq., Vice-President of the Local Fund Board,
Dindigul Circle.

That the Honourable Government have framed the Local Fand Act (IV, of 1871) to raise funds
for opening t;gda, establishing schools and hospitals, &c., and improving the sanitary condition of

the people.

bl

Thav your Honvur aud ?lu- qgmlmrn 64l Ses A . haxa haon plansad ta sondider
Periacolum deserving of hawing g dispensary and established one there, asis done in other places
of importamce, with an Hospital Assisfantto bein charge of the dispensary, distribute medicines
to persons, to attend upon the sick and readily administer medicines for their sickness ; that this
measure shows the noble intentions of Government and the interest your Honour and the members
of the Board have taken in the welfare of the people. s

That before*the-establishment of the dispensary many people in this hilly country were suffer-
ing frequently from fever, diarrheea, venereal, and other diseases and had not the means of proper
treatment in the shape of a dispensary or skilful physician, and the consequence was that many
underwent great sufferings without relief and many met with premature death ; that ever since the
establishment of thedispensary, two years ago, Hospital-Assistant Saminada Pillay has been in charge
of it ; that when patients go to the hospital, whether young or old, male or female, he receives ther
kindly, makes careful inquiry of their cases with forbearance and patience, and applies remedies
suitable to effect speedy relief; that cases of dropsy, jaundice, gout, and venereal diseases, incurabl¢
by others, haye been easily treated by him with success ; that in certain cases of attempted suicides,
which would otherwise have proved fatal, he carefully dressed the wounds and saved life:
moreover, he without pride repairs to the houses of people who are unable to attend the dispensary
kindly makes inquiry of their disease, and administers medicines ; thus by his amiable qualities anc
professional skill he has earned the praise of the people and has made them to take advantag
extensively of the benefits of English medicines. Theresult of this work for the last two years, an
the number and nature of cases treated by him aad number of patients that attended the dispensar
and received the medicines, would be shown by a reference to statements published in Distric
Gazettes. v-—

That the petitioners are given to undersiand by general rumour, confirmed by the Distrie

Y a.zette, that Hospital Assistants are considered unfit to be in charge of Local Fund dispensarie

;fnd that their places are to be taken up by Passed Apprentices, as has been long talked of ; tha
petitioners are ata logs to seo how greater benefits could be derived by this change,
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That Hospital Apprentices who have been recently passed out of College would be new to the
work and wanting in experience, and they are to be paid twice the amount of the salary drawn by
these Hospital Assistants, :

That your Honour and

Pillay, Hospital Assistant
skill, and discretion,

other gentlemen who ha

ve visited this place are aware that P. Saminada
at Periacolum, has been

successfully treating difficult cases with ability,

in by the Zillah Surgeon, ‘

\ Uttamapalayem Ibram Sah Rowten's
- murder case and many other casos in which he has given hi

8 opinion,

That petitioners confidently affirm frop their experience that there is nothing wanting in

Saminada Pillay to be removed from the hospital charge.
That the petitioners’ object in address;

who bas been a great help to
Honour and the members will

From H. W. BLISS, Esq., Vice-President, to W, Mc
Board, Dindigul Circle, dated Dingd;

You will remember that gt the meeting of the Local Fund Boarg held
instant a petition from the inhabitants of Periacolum praying for the retention of 2nd-Class
Hospital Assistant P, Saminada Pillay, in charge of the disp

4 ! ensary there, came under consideration,
and that it wag unanimously agreed by the members Present that it was for the good of the
institution and of the residents of tha neighhanehand thy

should be retained in charge, o

e b Hospital-Acsistant D, Saminada Pillay
" failing that, that at a1 eVents arrangementg should be made
whereby the officer in charge should always be a natiye, At the same time I brought to the
notice of the Local Fund Board that though it might be anticipated, with reference to their
Proceedings, No. 4, 1874, that the more highly qualified officer appointed to immediately succeed
Hospital-Assistant P. Saminada, Pillay would be 5 Dative there could be Do security that such
would continue to b

e the case for any length of time because of the existence of an order of the
a that in future no natives are to

be entertained in the Apothecary class of
es, under the operation of which the nat; 5 ;

QUHAE, Esq., President of the Local Fund
gul, 30th March 1874, No. 44.

of the Government of India
recollection of its existence,

er for a few days more but for my recei pt
to-day of G. 0., dated 4th March 1874, No. 860, Financ > i :

at my apprehensioys g5 supply of natives of
ical Slfbordmates are dready realized, and that none are even now
Spensaries, where theip services are specially required in preference to

4. From this it appears th
the Apothecary class of Med
available for allotment to di
Europeans or Hast Indiang,

5. 1t also appears that Governme

to the future short-
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- in the cases of the dispensaries at Pona.n.l and
Sl S v Theyth:)veh:(;{;u?;iedo;e :v(;th reference to our disper.xsa,ries ab Pa.,ln.x alﬁ.
iy o appilar ne(;sight or perhaps from the want of an expression of the opinion
St s thr'oug' otv eizht has been allowed in the two former mstances.. e
the Collector, to whlch;'us W ga,tive Passed Hospital Apprentice has already joine S
o th]f" tll;'le?{n:llll':.eisionbe regretted, though, asthe arrangement has now been made, i
ispensary. in |
;):::91' Pe:'}l;aps i 9'1_1°Wed i Stangi;xle to prevent the removal of Hospital-Assistanb.P, :Sacxtn;nad:
7. There is still, l'lowevel‘, ment be addressed upon the subject at once. If action l:; e al;):eh
e (;0:0‘:; the Government of India I have rei’erred. to-a,bove, tbo toowl;:e
g ﬂ'le orl; dura to search through the Gazette of _Indm, it ma.? el 0 ; t;
it £ e :osend you the petition from the inhabitants of Penacf;lum 3 o
i hfW" by h°n°“'1‘ ada Pillay’s remaining there and to request that E?rond ;;1 a;;n
H"SPit"‘l'As‘f‘Stant 4 'S'aml? the drafting of a formal resolution of the Lo-cal un.ll 0 : : i
e Wadrts:ugl l:):ve no doubt, that Hospital-Assistant P. Sa..unn.a.dain?t haeycona{,isdeme
8. You are aware, L : S R i P ors
remarkably successful since %1: J:ine;::tfe;li:otlmeir hoises tg treat_‘t'he women .of th(;n; fa,l::nlil::,
of the people, who ol hab; 1:::;.si:yes. Periacolum being a place swarming .thh bxgot; . r:hz a;
even though of .th'e highes t testimony to his merits as a medical practitioner ; an or ls’t e
this is, in my opinion, a g;eah uld regard his removal as a serious injury to the progressxfng edi ;
e Otherh;eas::psie o; t;a.t part of the district of confidence in European methods of medica
ishment among the p
lal:xd surgical treatment.

No. 151 OrpER THEREON, 20th April 1874, No. 631.
0. 151.

(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.

d of Revenue. ;
it g::;eon-General, Indian Medical Department.
"

Exd. A. .S- Rodgers.
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