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2oceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
11th April 1874.

A A

Read the following letter from J. H. MASTER, Esq., President of
the Municipal Commissions, Bellary, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Bellary, 31st

December 1873, No. 98 :—

I have the honour to submit Budget Estimates for 1874-75 of only two of the
: : : four Municipalities in this district with
ﬁg:x;pore. th.e cover.ing letters of their respective

Vice-Presidents.

9. These estimates do not call for any remark.
3. The estimates of the Bellary Municipality have not come to hand as yet,
while those of the Gooty Municipality have been returned for revision. These will

be submitted as soon as they are received.

From A. CASAVAROW, Vice-President, to J. H. MASTER, Esq., Preéident of the Municipal
Commission, Anantapore, dated Anantapore, 4th December 1873, No. 68.

In forwarding the Budget Estimate of this Municipality for 1874-75 I beg to show the
variations between this and the previous year’s Budget both on the Receipt and Expenditure side.

1. Receipt.—Under Assignments and ‘* Allotments by Government,” Rupees 4 has been added
to Rupees 216, being one-fourth of the Medical Subordinate’s salary here, in order to convert it
into round numbers.

2. Tt is proposed to relinquish the tax on dogs as the amount thus realized is very insigni-
ficant and is mainly paid by the European and East Indian residents.

3. The Commissioners for the first time haye determined upon introducing school fees in the
Municipal School at the rate of 2 Annas, 1 Anna, and half an Anna per mensem. The latter
is fixed so low on account of the poverty of the Mahomedan population. The fees being about to
be collected for the first time the Commissioners are of opinion it would not be advisable to fix a
higher rate because the number of scholars may be diminished. Ten per cent. of the scholars
will be admitted free of charge.

4. TUnder head ** Contribution from Local Fund Board for Civil Dispensary "' a moiety of the
whole amount ‘of Rupees 1,460 is entered, being the share of the Medical Officer’s salary, &e., to
be contributed.by the . above Board. The sum of Rupees 200 is also entered under this head
minus Rupees 6 to make it in round numbers, being the maintenance grant for the upkeep of
the Imperial and Trunk Roads within the Municipality. This is the first time the Municipality
propose to undertake the repair of these roads after corresponding with the Circle Board.

5. [Expenditure—The Commissioners earnestly request that Government will take the
following iato consideration.

With the exception of Rupees 320, which they have allotted for New Works in the Budget,
they are unable to undertake any other new works which appear to be absolutely necessary for the
improvement of the town from want of funds. There are nine latrines ; of these two only were
lately constructed of brick-in-chunam, leaving others to remain as built of mud with sun-dried
bricks. The quality of the earth being very inferior the walls are injured in all weathers, the
upper surfaces of them by the action of rain-water and the lower by the salty nature of the soil ;
henee they require very frequent repairs or redoing, which is entirely obviated by building them
of brick-in-chunam. None of the latrines have been furnished with seats. The Commissioners are
yery desirous of completing them with stone seats, which are not obtainable here but at a place
about twelve miles distant. The new school, which will soon be occupied ag-such, requires a
compound wall and a room or two to secure the furmiture and articles belonging to it at night.
There are sixty lamps, which seem to be inadequate for the proper lighting of the town, and
ahout fifteen require to be added. "The Commissioners contemplate introducing elementary
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English teaching into their school by appointing a master on about a salary of Rupees 20 per

mensem 80 as to provide means to the poorest class of learning English. Many parents wre pro:::::
from sending their children to the Anglo-Vernacular School here on account of the high r

fees in it, the lowest fee in it being 8 Annas, They would very gladly send their children to the
Municipal School were elementary English introduced at & lower rate of fees.

The market is held now in an open place called ** Robertson's Chowk," and, as there is no shelter
whatever, great inconvenience is felt throy,

market-places would be built.
The income of this Munici
houses, animals, carts,

these taxes, and they are in far better circumstances than the former. In the year 1871-72 :l:l
Government was pleased to sanction the introduction of the profession-tax in this town as propose
by the Commissioners ; but, as the income from tolls realized a larger sum than was expected in
that year, at their request it was afterwards withdrawn. In the three other Municipalities of this
district the profession-tax is collected. The estimated income from this source is I"UP““ 1'50‘:;
which amount if taken as a receipt would contribute very materially to carry out the improvemen :
and sanitary measures sketched in this paragraph. However, this item is not shown as 8 W:'
in the Budget. Under the circumstances detailed above the Commissioners hope that they may

; : . wing the
authorized to collect the profession-tax, when a supplemental Budget will be submitted sho y
receipt and required expenditure,

6. Under Grant IL., Education,
peon considering that he is required
of sweeper as well. An increase of
Mahomedan and other masters som
being the charge for Educational In
be required to be paid for the year

7. Under Grant 1IL. an incre

pality is limited, The agricultural community pay taxes on their

an increase of 1 Rupee per mensem is made to the pay °f::::
to watch the new school building and to perform t.he_d“ e
Rupees 3 is entered as the Commissioners propose to K"‘; 38
¢ small additions to their salary. The sum of Ru.pecfl 0;
spectorate, has not been inserted considering "h‘: it will
1874-75 according to the late order of Government. : S
ase of Rupees 2 pir mensem is provided, 1 Rupee being .&.h:
to the pay of the peon and the other to that of the copk. The want of a female ward in conﬂ::‘:d
with the Ciyil Dizpensary here being very much felt the Commissioners requested the Gooty 6
Fund Board, as a special case, to contribute in the current year half the estimated smo!ﬂm
nearly Rupees 500 with the intention of bearing the cost of the remaining half, ad for W
purpose Rupees 250 is allotted under New Works in the Budget. of
S Under Grant IV., Miscellancous Municipal Purposes, & reduction of one gtk
Rupees 3 per mensem has been made owing to the bandy-stand near the Travellers Bungal
having been relinquished as such,

—_—

No.71.  Mixure by the Hon. J. D. 8IM, c.8.1., dated 6th March 1874. 4

Considering what the (o

Professional-tax as regards the higher and comparatively well to do classes omittmg
the poorer. {95
(Signed) ~ J. D. SIM.
arch
No. 71-A.  Mmvure by the Hon. W, ROBINSON, c.s1., dated 10th M
1874,

I most earnestly support Mr. Sim’s proposal that the wish of the uqmcxp‘l
Commissioners to introduce the professional-tax—one provided by the dance
after most careful deliberation but two or three years ago, and in entire accor
with the principles of Hindu taxation (Moterfa)—be accorded.

.

ghout the year by the vendors, and, if the funds admitted,

f
&c., whereas many of the Benians or merchant class pay ouly the first o

#
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mmissioners urge I would allow the imposition of the’ ¥,

LS.

e q“"c"-:l“..:g

- e, o
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£.
ssible to conceive a stronger case than that made ou

9. It would be impo bility of a Municipal constitution are in a great

Without it the name and responsi
measure frustrated.

f ] ] . » - 1.
30 H ] b

e S ly one-half of its income
A r—traffic which is raising near e
a: thmugh_Rilnlt::gefzi'd:he country. Relief is wanted here la;‘szgei}z’r;t
genel‘*’if f the amount should be transfe'rreq to the..Loc}z: : im. gror 15
e O;G‘h:f on approve -of elementary English instruction being imp
4. 1 entire

d sanction. _
Central Town School and would accor (Bl - W. ROBINSON.

h 1874.
Misure by the Right Hon. the PRESIDENT, dated 12th Marc
No. 72 IN

i minute on one of these Municipal Budget
il s'tat:ga.::da :Icl)(;.eraer-ls‘int to me, I have stated that 1 :b;:i ;I;pi(;:e.
e R er ar;y attempt to revive the lately-suppresse Mpcevara
i i poWxception in a few cases where tlfe tax formed an syt
e i v e .8“ eme and could not be abolished without }mdu«laa pressEere ”
o 1 parlt_?; thltz;:;u:}iat, is now proposed is to impose the tax in a place W
the Municipall ;
2ot exi: B:j .explained my reasons in my minute referred to ; and I should
9. 1 have fullye

y inute to which
including my note and minu
. A A e also, the papers (inc = be referred
wish that 1n thl? . hom;rable colleagues propose fo press the matter, e
I refer) should, if my ander-in-Chief. 1t is one thing to remove ?‘ll ’t '
: : 0
-impose it; and I submit that this 'Govei}nmen; wlh o:)rable
dhie MORGHE ree ard to its own credit and reputation, ¢ (9;‘3 ; e
g dT rde;gtsire) this tax should be generally restored a few
colleagues seem 10

— i i w it has not hitherto
liti still less if it should be imposed in a place where 1
its abolition:

been raised. (Signed) HOBART.

S——t

he Hon. J. D. SIM dated 26th March 1874.
7 y the Hon. J. D. IM, c.s1., ] e
gie s GMImm:nt in 1872 (under Act IIL of 1871, Madras,) impose

The Govern P

v icipalities.
: . majority of Mumclga ;
meesswx:;:;taé;l:e:‘lzneni of 1873 discontinued its levy.

e

1 y 1 t than
. b 't that greater immutabi]ib Qannot be 01almed for the one ac
3. I subm

b adi tered—
for the oth}e;r-l lowing the levy of the tex is still unrepealed and unal
4, The law a i

the tax itself is of aisient priga gument that the reputation of the

t weight to the arg ; s,
b. 1 do not attmzh grezf v;urg[mse and consistency will suﬁ'gr byhth;ncoix:x any
Government for steadiness on good and sufficient cause being shown,

i it f ihe 1% inst its summary discontinuance
¥ imposition 2 all ainst its s :
;2:;:“1” fown. 2 argumen:rzzldb;‘q‘:heythﬁ Government & valid reason for

consid: . rted by
o year”butth:a;ol{::; 2:nthe Government of the previous year, suppo
not reversing

legislative sanction.

Pb/
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6. No one can be more sensible than I am of the evils of a vacillating Pou"Yf

b\.ﬁ a policy that disregards conditions and circumstances is to the fall as prejudi-
cial to the interests of the people.

7. Idissented from my honorable colleagues in the matter of the abolition
of the professional-tax, but have nevertheless acquiesced in the carrying out of the
~ Teasure save in two or three exceptional cases, where circumstances scemed to me
to justify and require deviation from it.
8. Anantapore is one of these cases.

y 9 The Vice-President of this Municipality is a native, and the Commis-
sion is more completely native than almost any in the Presidency. Native feelings
are not likely to be disregarded in a Commission constituted as this oue is, and [ know
none which can be more mfefy regarded as a true exponent of native opinion and

fecling. The procecdings of the Commissioners in respect of this very tax seem -

to me to evidence good Judgment and moderation. They were authorized by
Government to levy the tax in 1872.73, but did not avail themselves of the power
as they found they had sufficient fands available otherwise to meek the wants of
the year. In the current year (1873-T4) they were obliged to seek permiuion to

resort to it, but Government refused to permit this, and now, after two yw"

experience, they are driven to repeat th ; the house-
tax; 85:ifs incidence wac doﬁbledp“ erequest. They cannot increase the

last year, and th look for additional

revenuo from tals, which now yield half their fnsome, . Theie other sources of
m‘&, are insignificant and inelastic. The Vice-President shows in his letter that
g “:darnment do not permit recourse to the professional-tax all progress is 8¢
_ many very necessary improvements must be indefinitely P“‘P"”d'

:no:;mitthntmhoomplohohgmﬁoniuoohighg price to pay for mere consist-

= 10.‘to I]t was for these reasons that I proposed that the Commissioners l‘""ﬂd.bo
on]""‘dth ﬁr:'}' the *“1, exempting, however, the lower and poorer classes, by taxing
y the first five or six grades and omitting the two or three last. The incidence f’f

class of artizans, petty dealers, and thelike will not bo affected by the tax.

11.  The papers must, of course ! . Ohief
i 3 . 0 to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chie!
;:inﬁminbuyl 'Hm L?l:dahlp + Tam equally averse to indgcriminnto imposition as 0

a course of action admitting of no adaptation to circumstances. '

(Signed)  J. D. SDL.

———

Mixote by the Hon. W. ROBINSON, c.sr, dated 27th March 1874

T quite agree with these views. Experien vil that we
W M e . ce has shown beyond ca
cannot, in justice to public interests, forego the ways and means provided by the

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
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law—herein merely ratifying the ancient customary political economy of the
y—and that the recent action of Government was unnecessarily sweeping.

(Signed) ~ W. ROBINSON.

countr

No. 75 Mivure by His Excellency the COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, dated
2 : » 4th April 1874,

I con'cur with His Excellency the President.
(Signed)  F. P, HAINES.

No. 75-A Mixute by the Right Hon. the PRESIDENT, dated 6th May 1874,

With reference to the Hon. Mr. Sim’s Minute on this subj?ct, I must
obscrve that this Municipality is in no more need of the Pr?fessmn-:cax now
than they were in 187 2-73 when they themselves .reflfsed to impose it, or in
1873-74 when the Governmen refused to. agree to its imposition. The ammfnt
which they would derive from the Profession-tax would bear no such proportion
to their aggregate revenue as that the absence of the tax from the Budget could
possibly be so ruinous an evil as my honor.able c?lles.igues appear to ap'prehem?,
It may always be alleged of any new taxation Whl(ﬂ? is prc?posed that w1th031t it
is ety s atan end.”  Progress v 3% in 1ts. natx'lre mdeﬁmt?; and tlfe question is
whether this Municipality has already a sufficient income considered w-xth ref.eren?g
to its population and prospects, and o.u:ght to be p'revented from 1ndulgmg. in
further  progress” at the cost of additional, .vexatlous, and. unpopular taxation.
I consider that this question musb be answered in the affirmative.

2. My honorable colleague says that the charge. of inconsist?ncy is as valid
' abolition of the tax as against its revival. 1 snbmlt. that 1.:he two
cases are entirely different. The Act preSCI.‘ibed cer'tam taxes whlf:h might .be
imposed in Municipalities; and the comparative expediency of these imposts, ;nth
reference to the condition and feelings of the taxpayers, could only be ascertau}xﬁl b?

ctual experiment. Actual experiment showed thal_: f.he Profession-tax, w le it
< duced as a rule but a small proportion of the municipal revenue, was peculiarly
b ?'(::xs and odious to the taxpayer, and the Government accordingly resolvefl to
'X?s}:l;se with it. The course so resolved on may possibly be mistaken; it certainly

cannot be terme

epithets are not appli.c
months after its adoption,

ever be applied.

against the recent

able to a general reversal of the policy so adopted a few
it is difficult to see to what course of action they could

(Signed) =~ HOBART.

No. 76. OrpEr THEREON, 11th April 1874, No. 573.

The revised Budget Estimate for the Adoni Ml.mic.ipaliﬁy will be separately
reviewed. The estimates of the Anantapore Municipality are compared below

with those for the year 187374 i—

B~ WU O GEee

d either inconsistent or vacillating. On the other hand, if these
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; s Wit . 1673.74. 1874.75.
gs. Rs. |Grant I — ES. BS.
Bl e e o e S s New Works ... ... o L e )
Assignment by Government ... ... 890 | Repairs.. .. .. o o 250 875
Rato on Houses ... ... .. 1,100 1,020 | Otheritems.. w. .. .. 170 75
Tax on Vehicles .. .. .. 450 700 |Grant IL— & !
Registration of Carts ... ... 220 230 | Schools.. ... .. . .. 922 870
TollS... .o woo won see . 3,500 8,800 | Inspection ... o oo e 188 ..
PO v it TN v e wee 90 100 | Grant III.— "
T g st NI Lo 50 60 | Hospitals .. .. .. .. 592 1,870
Endowments ... .. .. .. 100 90! Vaccination... .. .. .. 150 140
Local Fund Contribution... ... 515 930 Registration of Births, &e.... 144 120
Miscellancous ... ... .. .. 405 420 | Comservamcy ... .. .. 2,134 2,040
Grant IV, —
Lighting ... .. .. .. 720 660
Choultries ... .. .. ... 200 100
D I ... o i AT 160 90
Grant V.—
Supervision ... ... ... .. 1,150 1,070
Total ... 7,120 7,740 Total ... 7,120 7.749

2. The allotment from Government on account of the Medical Officer’s salary
m.a& be raised to Rupees 225 as the pay of a Passed Hospital Apprentice together
with bedding and clothing allowance amounts to Rupees 900 per annum. Explﬂ'
nation should have been given of the circumstances under which an inercase of
fifty-five per cent. is anticipated in the proceeds of the tax on vehicles, &c. As
pointed out in the Order reviewing the Budget for the year 1873-74 the Govern-
‘ment have no power to exempt any particular class of animals from the operation
of the tax on vehicles, animals, &c., and they are, therefore, unable to grant the

sanction to exclude dogs requested in the Note to S o
by which the Local anquu tatement I The arrangem

X Board will pay half the dispensary expenses is approved
and, as they will probably comply with the r uesng th); Cgemminionmor;
contribution of the cost of the female ward, the Budget entry should include

that amount also. - In the present state of the Municipal funds it seems un
to transfer to the funded capital of the di t v
irictsreis H 3ia be ot @5 T . L

[ ue the total expenditure o t of the insti-
?"ﬁ“’ inoh.:dmg the full cost of the female wax?;, will be Ilt!u;::" ;?050. Deduct-
ing from this R 435, the independent income of the di nsary, there remains
Rupees 1,615 to ﬁ divided between Local and Municipal lgﬁndl, the Local Fund
contribution thus being Rt:gees 810 in round numbers. Statement 1.-A should be

amended in accordance with the above remarks, the Munici T tio
ing as a negative balanee in Column 12, » the Municipal contribution appeat-

3. While admitting the inadequacy of the present Fundsto meet fully all the
requirements of the town the Govorqunt canngt consent to the impodﬁou’n of the
ession-tax, which is being abolished throughout the Presidency as far 88
possible, and the Commissioners must suggest some other method of increasing the
revenues if they are satisfied that such a measure is absolutely required. The
to introduce English teaching into the Municipal School does not
. commend itself to Government, and such an expenditure of Municipal funds on

- middle-class education could not be sanctioned.

R s (Signed) D, F. CARMICHAEL,
o W;—;H"l_ i m" OWSM'

*
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No.71.  Mixure by the Hon. J. D. SIM, c.s.1., uated 6th March 1874,
Anantapore Municipal Budget for 1874-75. '

Considering what the Commissioners urge I would allow the imposition of the
Professional-tax as regards the higher and comparatively well to do classes omitting

the poorer. 2
FoDESET TR
. : e ' % 3
No, 71-A,  Mixure by the Hon. W. ROBINSON, c.s1., dated 10th March
1874.

Anantapore Municipal Budget for 1874-75.

I most earnestly support Mr. Sim’s proposal that the wish of the Municipal
Commissioners to introduce the professional-tax—one provided by the Legislature
after most careful deliberation but two or three years ago, and in entire accordance
with the principles of Hindu taxation (Moferfa)—be accorded.

2. It would be impossible to conceive a stronger case than that made out!;
without it the name and responsibility of a Municipal constitution are in a great
measure frustrated. , :

3. Here, too, we have one of these town trade-traps on a high line of through
~Railway feeder—traffic which is raising nearly one-half of its income on the
general trade of the country. Relief is wanted here at once, or, at all events, one-
half of the amount should be transferred to the Local Fund Board.

4, T entirely approve of elementary English instruction being imparted in a
Qentral Town School and would accord sanction.

W. ROBINSON.

— ————

No.72.  Mmute by the Right Hon. the PRESIDENT, dated 12th March 1874.
Anantapore Municipal Budget for 1874-75.

For the reasons stated in a Note and Minuté on one of these Municipal Budget
Estimates, recently circulated, and re-sent to me, I have stated that I shall oppose /
to the utmost of my power any attempt ‘t‘?’ revive the lately-suppressed profession-
tax. I would make an exception in th@e-wess. few cases where the tax formed "l }/
) Y large part of the income, and could not be abolished without undue
~_pressure on the Municipality ; but wha:t is now proposed is to impose the tax in a
(e s g e povr st i &
y 2. 1 have Taiylexplained my reasons in my Minute referred to: and I should
¢ish that in this case also, the papers (including my Nole and Minute to which I refer) 7, 3
should, if my Honourable Colleagues proI;o'ég to. press the matter, be referred for .° s
" the opinion of the Commander-in-Chief. It is one thing to remove a tax, and quite
_-another to rc-impose it : and I submit that this Government will not be acting with
a due regard to its own credit and reputation, if (as my Honourable Colleaguesseem _,*.
to desire) this tax should be generally restored a few months after its abolition.: ~ ftfl e
5 . HOBART. {Ifk‘:
A ’
No.73.  Mixure by the Hon. J. D. SIM, c.s.1,, dated 26th March 1874. l: %}M A
' Anantapore Munieipal Budget for 1874-75. ool ot lex w,

kS

The Government in 1872 (under Act IIL of 1871, Madras) imposed the feeec: =y

professional-tax in the majority of Municipalities, , =
‘ ";‘ . il ) ‘ s
: [ L 3 [{ X7 DOy - A S el — e SV ;4-
g «. N i z iy 5
1 h ¢ 9 - y < - ‘ . ) i 3
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2. The Government of 1873 dﬂbmhnued its levy.
& Lestais iyt grosin imumeiabiy cqunot o claimed for the sneach 143
for the other.

4, The law allowing the levy of the tax is still ‘inrepedod and unaltered—

the tax itself is of ancient origin.
.~ & Idonot attach great weight to the argument that the reputation ok $b
Government for steadiness of purpose and consistency will suffer by the conti-
nuance or imposition of the tax, on good and sufficient cause being shown, in any
particular town. The argument told equally against 4ts summary discontinuance
Hy&,butwu not considered bytheﬂanonmment a valid reason for
not reversing the policy of the Government of the prmou year, supported by
legislative sanction.

- 6. Noone can be more aennble than I am of the evils of a vacillating policy ;
but a policy that disregards conditions and circumstances is to the full as prejudi-
ml to % interests of the people.

dissented from my Honourable Colleagues in the matter of the abolition

of ﬂm professional-tax, but have nevertheless acquiesced in the earrying out of the

neasure save in two or three exceptional cases, where circumstances seemed to.
justify andzeqmdevmhonfxomxt.

8. Anantapore is one of these cases.

9. The Vice-President of this Munmpa.lity is & native, and the Commis-
sion is more completely native than almost any in the Presidency. Native feelings
are not likely to be disregarded in a Commission constituted as this one i is, and I know
none which can be more safely regarded as a true exponent of native opinion amt.
feeling. The proceedings of the Commissioners in respect of this very tax seemt
to me to evidence good Judgment and moderation. They were authorized by-
Government to levy the tax in 1872-73, but did not avail themselves of the power
as they found they had sufficient fmth available otherwise to meet the wants of
the year. In the current year (1873-74) they were obliged to seek permission to
resort to it, but Government refused to permit this, and now, after two years'
experience, they are driven to repeat the request. They cannot increase the house:
tax, as its incidence was doubled last year, and they eannot look for additional
revenue from tolls, which now yield half their income. Their other sources of
revenue are insignificant and inelastic. The Vice-President shows in his letter ﬁ
if the Government do not permit recourse to the professional-tax all progress
an end and many very nscessary m!prov%tl must be indefinitely

I submit that such complete stagnation is ice tp pay for m
ency.

allowed to levy the tax, exempting, however, the lower and poorer classes, by taxing
only the first five or six grades and omitting the two or threo last. The incidence of
the tax would thus fall on those who are well able to pay it, and who—as the Commis-

sioners point out—now escape their fair share of Municipal taxation. By reference

to the Schedule (B.) annexed to Act III. of 1871 it will be seen that the numerous
class of artizaus, petty dealers, and the like will not be affected by the tax.

11.  The papers must, of course, go to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief
as de.ured by His Lordship. I am equally averse to indiscriminate imposition as 0
lqdmgmmate abolition of the tax, and deprecate the Government binding itself to

& course of action admitting of no adaptation to circumstances.
Jo DO“

10. It was for these reasons that I proposed that the Commissioners chould be

& Punh qubpiinPad B ey e———

R S <~

rub
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“No. 74 Mmumby the Hon. W. ROBINSON, c.s.1., dated 97th March 1874

 Anantapore Municipal Budget for 1874-75.

I qulte agree with these views. Experience has shown beyond cavil that wo
@050"““0% to public interests, forego the ways and means provxdeﬂ by the
law—herein merely ratifying the ancient customary political economy of t'hé

coungryp-and that the recent action of Government was unnecessarily sweeping.

s . o * W&JRUBINSON _

No. 75. nmum by His Excellency the COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, dat o
o i  4th April 1874,

I conour with Hu Excellency the President.

o
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