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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
16th January 1874.
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No. 90. Read the following letter from O. B. IRVINE, Esq., President of the
Municipal Commission, Conjeveram, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Saidapet, 21st May
1873, No. 44 :—

Adverting to the concluding sentence of paragraph 8 of G.O., Financial
Deopartment, dated 4th October 1872, No. 1349, I have the honour to report, for
the information of Government, that the suggestion of Mr. Barlow for avoiding the
levy of tolls both at Damul and Conjeveram was considered by the Local Fund
Board of the Chingleput Circle and the Municipality of Conjeveram. The former
were of opinion that twenty-five per cent. of the tolls levied at Damul upon carts
proceeding to Conjeveram should be paid to the Municipality, but the Municipality
declined to accept this offer, or, in fact, anything less than the whole of the tolls,
alleging as their reason that it was “ unjust that the long established Municipality
of Conjeveram should be made to suffer any loss in their revenue from tolls by the
rucent establishment of a toll-gate in the vicinity of Conjeveram by the Local
Fund Board.”

9. Notwithstanding this refusal, Mr. Barlow again proposed at a meeting
of the Commissioners over which he presided while at Conjeveram, that, *“ with a
view to avoid the inconvenience of two tolls being levied within a short distance,”
one-third of the proceeds should be credited to the Municipality. This proposition
was not seconded.

3. Undér the above circumstances, the Saidapet Board, who had also under
their consideration the above question, suggested that the other Circle Board
should “be requested to consider the advisability of removing the toll-bar to
Balchetty Choultry, so as to set free the carts going to Conjeveram. ” The request
was made; but the Chingleput Circle Board met this suggestion with the following
resolution :—

¢ The only reason for removing the toll appears to be to benefit the Munici-
pality, who have already declined to accede to this Board’s overtures for division
of the tolls. The Board, therefore, unanimously decline to entertain the present
proposal.”

No. 91. ORDER THEREON, 16th January 1874, No. 56.

The above letter will be forwarded to the Board of Revenue, who will call
upon the Collector for a report on the whole matter and submit it to Government
with an expression of their views on the subject.

2. The report should state the amount of the tolls realized by the Muniei-
pality, distinguishing, as far as possible, the amount obtained from what may be
called town supply and traffic and that levied on the general trade of the country.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue.
,,» President of the Municipal Commission, Conjeveram.

Exd. J, H, Burns,
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