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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
Tth April 1874.

A e e e S e i o ns~ e

No. 52, Read the following letter from J. C. LOCH, Esq., President of the
Municipal Commission, Madras, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras,
24th March 1874, G. No. 452 :—

I have the honour to forward, herewith, in accordance with Section 18 of Act
1X. of 1867, a statement of the receipts and disbursements on account of the
Municipal Fund from the 1st April to 30th November 1873, together with minutes
of the proccedings of the General Meeting held at the Office of the Commissioners
on Wednesday the 21st January, and to request that the same may be published in
the Fort St. George Gazette.

2. The third subject brought before the meeting consisted of the Order -of
Government, dated 20th November 1873, No. 1683, in which the Commissioners
are informed that the special grant by Government, on account of education for
the current year, will be limited to the difference between Rupees 10,000 voted by
the Commissioners and the actual grants made by them. It is impossible to state
as yet what this will amount to, but probably to a sum somewhat larger than that
Rupees 22,921 disbursed by Government last year.

3. The fourth subject was the letter from the Chief Secretary to Government,
requesting me to ascertain from the Commissioners and report whether they have
any suggestions to offer to Government in view to bringing into operation, in
future, the provisions of Section 3, Act V. of 1871, for the election of Commis-
sioners by ratepayers. The Commissioners appointed a Committee to consider
the question, and I hope to be able to report the decision arrived at in my covering
letter forwarding the proceedings of the next Geeneral Meeting.

4. The Commissioners approved of a resolution sanctioning the extension
of Cassamajor’s Road across the Spur Tank to the Poonamailee Road, opposite
Flower's Road, the execution of which will depend on whether the Government
agree to do away with this tank or not. .

No. 3. ORDER THEREON, 7th April 1874, No. 565.

The proceedings of the meeting of the Madras Municipality held on the R1st
January last, with the accompanying financial statement, will be published in the
Fort St. George Gazetle.

2. The precise amount of the grants on account of education during 1873-74
will be reported by the President on the close of the year.

3. The question of abandoning the Spur Tank will be considered in the
Revenue and Public Works Departments.

(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Seeretary.

To the President of the Municipal Commission for the Town of Madras.
,»  Revenue Department.
,, Public Works Department,

Exd. J. Wright.
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(Signed) Jomx O. Locn, Chairman.

Resolution L. Confirmed.
9, G. 0 30th October 1873, No. 1147, para. 4,
directing that the Women and Children's Hospi-

tal at Vepery and the Royapettah Hospital shall
be supplied with water by the Mumzpuhty

Tar Presiest having read the para. of the

f Z
“ The Governor in Conacil Order of Govern

observes that the charge for the ment, stating that

tenan f the Women and the Women aud
Chilaren T _Qluldren s Honp;.

pwxlaéby &aﬂmiaiya!(}om . gn )
pudmgl will be communicated.” pality, said that
the latter will be farnished with water immedi-
ately ; that at Vepery, however, will have to stand
over,

_ Resolution 2. Recorded.

3. G. 0. 20tk November 1873, No. 1683, passing
Orders on_a letter from th Prmduhﬁ Madras
Municipality, requasting to ba furnished with the
data on which the caleulation of State ewpenditure

on elementary education within the Taum of

Madras has been based.

Tae Presivext read the following paras. of tho
Order of Government :—

“The information upon which " the Goverameat
“ roughly assnmed that the oost of elementary
“education in the Town of Madras did not excsed
“ Rupees 33,000 was obtained from Appmdux A,

“No.XV ‘S(aahmntofS&lavyGﬂnh” dur-

'Smd&m%. :
 “Director of Pablis T
“ation of the statem

“ Grants to Elemenwf "Schoals, &8 msmz,g e

“ ment annexed, did not exceed Rupeu
“ during the period referred to, there being an
“ error of no less than Rupees 10 000 in the sum-
“mation at page 309, which should bave been
“ Rupees 1,03,893 instead of Rupees 1,13,893.”
“The Mnnicipal Commissioners bavmg' pro-
“ yided in their Bndget 10,000 for edu-
“cation, the special graut by Government for
“ the current year will be limited to the difference

“ between that amonnt and the actual grants,” and

imformed the Meeting that the Rupees 33,000,
had been received. .

Resolation 3. ' Reoorded.

4. ILetter jrom the Chief Secretary o Covernment,
. No. 1635, dated Octacamund, 8th November 1878,
requesting the President to ascertain from the
Commissianers and report whether they have any
suggostions 1o offer to Covernment on view fo
bringing into operation, in fulure, the provisions

of Section 3, At V. of 1871, for the election of
 Commissioners by Rate-payers. - :

Tue Presipent read gz: follown:g leﬂm from

to Government :—
the Chief Secretary e w
Financial Department. Ng,;ember 1873, No.
1 5 »

Siz,—* The Governor in Council under Section
“8 Act IX. of 1867, has this day re-appointed
# geveral Members of the Commission, whose
 term of office had expired ; but 1 am desired to

“ request that yon will ascertain from the Com-
# missioners, and report, whether they have any

missioners, to whom theso Pro- op by the Mnnxm- .

- held rosponsible for the due mamgomm.of &u

to thanm.paymund the P' - Py
| pa éfbsn # .ﬂa X

: kheprmnthme, mmamm

~ mo reference to the constitution or powers of the

——y———

A L_:'E'mggaahmto o&rb Gommtm vi'!mjn .
| “bringing into operation in.fatare the provisions -

“ot‘ Section 3, Act V. of 1871 for the election
“ of Commissioners by Rawpam .

I have, &e.,
(Signed) W. Huprestoy,
Ohief Seeretary.

e

He then obsarved that it now mmaM for the
Commissioners to inform Government whether
they had any suggestions to make for the election
of Commissioners by Rate-payers nnﬂ@r the pro.
visions of Saatgou 3, M‘V ¥e

alaotxve WWM&M the mlmhee of'the
Commissioners to be elected by Rate-pagers, - *.

Mg. CoreMay did not understand hownmn
b a true elective principle to have a certain
number of Commissioners elected by Rnﬁs-m
and the remainder by Government. ="

Mz Vescarasawsy Namoo then sail ﬁ:ttenn.
sidering the large Municipal area of the q@t
Divisions and ﬁhe mﬁrm ‘which the
Office is organized, no rtwulat',

in-door work, it is too much to expect

dent to be able to devote much ntteﬁﬁimw
exercise carefal an&emsmnof both m-ﬂm;ﬂ
out-door work. coatreets. of
roads, for materials .to be waﬁhed, ahd the
execution of public works to be looked aftor, and
unless the Commissioners hhs?monaﬂ.i«m
and are willing to share the responsibility with

the President, it is impossible to ‘mmtuﬁamn

meet in this room aud pass Budgets wi
having any defined duties. There are con
complaints made by the Rate-payers that the
requirements of their several localities are
attended to ; and uatil there is a permanent Coma

mittes to oo-apera!;e with the President in check-

ing matters connected with the several « %
ments and apportioning funds according th'.‘a”

requirements of the several wards, any nein
the present system of appointing Commissio

by the Government can hardly be expwﬁadmy
improve matters.

- Tus Hoovranie V. Rammsein ri;s] il
Mr. Vencatasawmy Naidoo’s remarks, said ‘ﬂlli‘

his friend Mr. Vencatasawmy Naidoo seemed to =
him to have misapprehended the scope of the

inquiry made by (Government. 'I'hztman'ym e

Municipal corporation, or to the position oecapied
by the President, or to the manuner in which the
present Municipal Act had hitherto worked.
Those were questions on which there were

‘ neeassmly great differences ‘of opinion, and

which were at this moment under consideration
by a Special Committee appointed by Gowm.
ment ; but they were questions which had no

to do with the subject on thegnm paper for
this day’s Meeting with which alone it was now
compatent to the Commissioners to deal, Mhlt
they were now called upon to decide was wh
they should advise Government to take action
under Section 3 of Aet V. of 1871, by 'ka
Government wers empowered, at any time
thought proper to tuke mm {gz the
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by the R_M.e-payerg of a certain nomber of the
Commissioners, subject to such rales and orders

* 88 might be passed by them ; and if they decided

in the afirmative, they were called upon to offer
any suggestions which might ocenr to them in
to the number of Commissioners who

should be elected, the qualifications of the Electors
and of the Candidates, the manner in which the
election was to be held and so forth. \or his
pm,}:e (Mr. Ramiengar) was of opinion that
the Commissioners shounld take advantige of the
provisions of the Section already roferred to, nnd
advise the Government to put those provisions in
force. Other parts of India had siolen a march
upon them in this respect, and there was no reason
why the elective system as applied to Manicipal
Iustitations, should not thrive as well on Madras
soil as on that of Bombay and the North-Western
Provinces. It scemed to him quite unnecessary t»
wait ull‘t:: Bpgc:l ul(Bc:mmizl:eo ;}:pointod by Gov-
ernment to go in ot Municipal Act had
closed their labours. g::nld sae mp‘lmusry
connection between their labours and the question
which the Commissioners had to decide. The
Commissioners had a Law in existence since
1871, uuder which a portion of the present
number of the Commissianers conld be elected by
the Rate.payers, and it seemad fitting that they
should take advantage of that Law and move
the mept to vive effect to it, rather than
wait for an indefinite period in expectation of a
new Law giving larger powers to the Municipa.
lity. To refuse to accept the privilego conferred
by the p;e:nt Act unless and until the Commis.
: powers than they now pos.
sessed, a to him to be lik:’re(nsin:o to
walk because we conld not fly. If the Commis.
: elected to answer the Government
inquiry in the affirmative, it would be well to
appoiot a small Cowmittee to consider and
nport'htnmﬁoum?o offered to

e ‘ i

hold. The rales adopied in Bowmbay aud the
North-Western Provinces, and the rules framed
by our own Government as to elections under

i

- the Pagoda Act wounld afford some guide to the

Oo;:;-;t:‘in lormi?dfg t:eir own conclusions.
! IDENT said that he fully agreed in a
that bad fallen from his friend Mr.%lmiengal],
and wouold be quite prepared to support any
opo?l that might be made for appointing a
ommittee Lo consider and report on the sugges.
tions to be offered to Goveroment. I was
evident that all that the Commissioners were
asked, wgs.to let the Government kuow whether
the provisions of Act V. of 1871, for the election
of Commu-noneu should be bronght into opera-
tion, and it certainly appeared to him that his
friend Hr: Vencatasawmy Naidoo had endea.
voured to introduce into the discussion many
questions on which they were nt ealled npon to
6xpress uny opinion at present. With regard te
the remarks made by that gentleman, he would
only refer to them for the purpose of pointing
out, thal so far from being correct in saying that
Commissioners conld exercise no power over
Muoicipal matters, they had in fact the most entira
:oﬂml over them, in that it lay with them “ in
* their disoretion to pass, or to reject, or to wodily
. all or any of the itews mentioned tin the bud.
&et.” If th's was not absolate conrel aver Ma
nicipal affairs, he did not know what eould be con.
sidered to be so. He (Mr. Veneatasamy Naidoo
also =aid that no particular person was responsible
for the way in which the in-door work of the Office
wasmanaged, and that it was 0o much to except
that be (the Presipent) should exercise careful su.
over both the in-door and out-door work,
he begged to state most distinctly that the

considered himself auswerable for the mannerin
which all the works, both in.door and vut-door,

was conducted, It was true that s re.arrangement

of officers might be of some assistavce to him,
but not to any great extent. With respect to
his being assisted by a permanent Committee in
checking matters, and appropriating funds accord-
ing to the requirements of the severa! livisions
be did aot believe that such a Committes could
possibly work satis‘actorily. The Commissioners
had it now in their power to control expenditure
by earefully checking the Budgets aud to briag
anything which might strike them as being
wrong from time to time to his atteation.

Me Vescararanan asked if the Revision Com.
mittee were going into the gueition thoroughly,
for, if so, he th t that the matter might be
left to them entirely.

Mg, Hauserr did not think it necassary 10 '
disouss the question of defining the daties of the

Commissioners,

Mz, Caanuaos observed that the Revision Cam-
mittee having been appointed by Government
and not by the Commissioners, their Report will
be sent direct to Goveroment.

Mg, Livster suggested that the opinion of the
Commissioners, individaally, might be got in
writing and sent up to Government.

Mz. Kuisesans Cuasstan observed that the
Commissioners would have an opportanity of
expressing their views when the Bill for amend-
ing the Act was published.

Mg. Gaxmz was of opivion that as Government
asked for tho views of the Commissioners long
subsequont to the appoiotment of the Revision
Committeo, it became the duty of the Commis-
sioners to dispose of tho matter. With reference
to the question of election itself, he remombered
that when the Honourable A. J. Arbathnot pro-
posed the election of Commissioners by Rate.
piyers at the time the Bill was under discussion,
the Honourable R. 8. Ellis strongly opposed the

Vexcarazamiau obsarved, with referonce to
Mr, Vencatasawmy Naidoo’s remarks, that the
Commissioners had ample powers couferred on
them, and if they had any projects which they
desired to carry out, thay had oaly to submit them
to the Commissioners at & General Meeting for
approval aud sasction. He was, however, 0
opinion that the Commissioners shonld wait un
the decision of the Revision Committee is known.
Tue Hosovesms V. Ramesoan observel that
there still appeared t1 be a graat deal of miscon-
ception. He (Me. Ramiengar) saw no reason why
the Conmissioners should loss the present oppor-
tunity of having the provisions of the Law as to
the appointment of a certain number of the Com-
missioners by election, put in force. He could not
say what the recommendationg of the Committes
sitting on the revision of the present Manici
Act wonll ultimately bo on the subject to which
Section 3 of tho prossut Act V. of 1571 related.
Whether they recommended the retention of that
sention, or weat bayoud it in their proposals, it
would be » considerable time before their; recoms
mendationg were finally considered and Iihp‘!
of, and meauwhile he for one was uuable 0
uuderstand why the Commissioners shoald refuse
to see the clective principle applied to the Chiel
Municipality of the Presidency to the extent
allowed by the existing law. Thae complete intro-
duction of the elective system int) our Munieipal
Institutions must be a work of slow and gradusl
growth, and no sweeping or precipitato changes
were likely to be allowed by the Government or
B3 eabieok e ek snpingy vapond 1
id not r m { anything, beyo
moderate provision now contained in Section 3

* communicated by Governmen

for a considerable time to come. What advantage |

then, be wonld ask, would result from waiting,
and putting off the consideration of the question
" referred to the Commissioners in the manuer pro-
by Mr. Vencataramiah? If Mr. Vencatara-

miah shared the opinion of Mr. Vencatasawmy
Naidoo, that the Commissioners shou!d wait till
they had larger powers, he (Mr. Ramiengar)
thought, as he had already gaid, that they would

not be wise in doing so, and they might alti-
mately find that they had not waited to good l

rpose- Mr. Vencatarawiah's fears that, if they
disposed of the single questioh now referred to
them by Government, they might not have
an opportunity of discussing the report and
proposals of the Revision Commit‘ee were quite
anfounded and uncalled for. Mr. Ramiengar
thought that there was no ground for assuming

* that that report and those proposals would

o withheld from the] Commissionera ‘whom
xayw:vonld closely concern. So far from their
being withheld {rom anybody, he thought they
would be published to all the world, and public
discussion and public opinion looked when the
subject came to be introduced into the Legislative

- Co;{n: IlGm"rz then proposed the following Resolu-
tion, which was seeonded by Mr. Coleman :—.

That a Committee be appointed to submit to

: the Commissioners such
Toasetais ¢ suggestions as they may con-
sidor desirable in respect to the proportion of the
entire number of Commissioners who should be
elected, the qualifications of the electors and of
the Commissioners and any other poiuts be_m'mg;~
on the question. The Committee to consist o0
Mr. Coleman, Mr. Kristnama Charriar, Mr. Gantz,
Mr. Meer Hussain Ally Khan, and Mr. Vencata-
sawmy Naidoo. '
Mg. VENCATARAMIAH, in proposing tho following
amendment, said that the question of ('_’,.ecb.m"
was $o intimately connected with Otb?ﬂn"v‘v’?{,‘_ﬂg
upon the present working of tho \lumcip&:ty,
that it would be uttorly ix.nposs.lble for the h-'ml.s
* missioners to dispose of it satisfactorily wit! gu
going into the other portions of the Act tht. a
separate Committee appointed by Goxernmen ;s
now revising. He, therefore, thought it proper o
wait till the results of that revision were kuow‘:e.
when probably the Commigsioners w_nuld g
nired to consider the whole question, molndmg
the election and the general powers they woul
exerci-e, elected, or otherwise. The Act, as ib 13,
gives 0o doubt ample powers to the Commis-
sioners ; but they could exercise them only by a
cirenitons formal procedure, and that too not with
h effect. )
m‘x’s the Commissioners learn that a Committee

Amendment to Re- i8 mow under the orders of

solution 4. . Government revising the

Act, the election question being one of the points

under consideration of that Committee, this Meet-

i ini jon be left in
1 of opinion that the question be

:nbso: :nce tif’l the views of the Committee are
d t to the Commis-

gioners for remarks.

M. Vsnoarasawny Naioo. When the Govern-

meut asked the sugyestion of the Oolil;mlssmne:s
on the guwstion of election by the t‘.%-paxer k
they. in_my opinion, wished to learn.dt e ‘v;le.wa
of the Commissiovers generally, besi :sb eltllllg
informed of the nnhmber tol'ﬁl:: tie;:.:cu:he yoo “:
Rate-payers and the quull ad Pt
- ioners should possess, and AS WO
:::::lun opportunity of expressing our fop:m:;e,
we shonld take advantage of it and inform i
Government as to the powers we are Bllixklotllls
conterred on us. loa presideucy town like have

-
4

Madras, whers there are Earopeans, East Indians
Mussulmans, and Hindoos, Government can surel
trust the Cominissioners with powers whi
appertain properly ‘. a Municipality. It would
otherwise be an inﬂhtﬂﬁon managed pnrely by the
Government. The Rate-payers of Madras, in their
petition to the Governmenu in 1870, expressed
their ardent desire to be allows] the privilege
of electing their own Commissionurs, ard they
would be glad to accept it if the wythorities
choose to confer the privilege cn them,

The Honourable Mr. Ramiengar having already
expressed his views on the question strongly
opposed the amendment,

Mg. Dopsret thouglit that Mr. Vencataramiah’s
amendment should be considered by the Commit-
tee proposed to be appointed to consider the
question.

‘The amendment not having been seconded, the
original Resolution was put to the vote and carried.

5. Plans and Estimales for two Distributing
Reserviors.

Tue PresioENt said that he had now to submit
a plan and estimate for Distributing Reservoirs
which it was proposed to place at the North-East-

ern Angle of the Spar Tank. When the notice .

was first put upon the list of to-day’s proceedings
it was intended to have two reservoirs, one af
this spot and another in the Chepauk grounds,
but in considering the matter Mr. Lee had found
that it would be advisable for various reasons,
besides being cheaper, to build only one. Mr.
Lee’s object in proposing this reservoir was to do
away as much as lay in his power with all chance
of inconvenience to the ishabitants of Choolay
Vepery, Pursewauknm, and Triplicans,in the event
of an accident happening to any of the pipes sup-
plying these districts. He had bsen able to maka
use of the Trevelyan Basin as a reservoir, and
daring the late accidents to the main pipe the

 inhabitants of Black Town, which could be sup-

lied from the Basin, had received water in one
iustance for the whole time and in the other for
sovoral days after it had failed ia other parts of
the town. With regard to the appropriation of
a portion of the Spur Tank, Colonel Shaw-
Stewart had joformed him, that the Carnatic
Railway Company were again addressing Govera-
ment with a view to its being done away with
and he sincerely hoped they would be successful
in this. Owing to want of time he had been
unable to lay the plan aud estimate before the
Water Supply Committes which he would other-
wise have doue, but he proposed to do so now and
would bring up their report at the next General
Meating.

Mg. Doperer thought it was irregular to sub-
mit these plaus and estimates for the sanction of
the Commissioners before having them passed
by the Water Supply Commitiee, and proposed
that the subject be struck off the list.

Mr. Hamxerr proposed

That the plans and estimates for the proposed

Distributing Reservoirs be

Resolation 5. reterred to the Water Supply
Committee for consideration
and report.

The Resolution was seconded by Mg LODERET
and carried.

6. Balevswn of Cassamajor’s Road across the Spur
Tank to the Povnamallee Road opposite Flower's
Roud.

Tae PresipeNt having briefly alluded to the
advissbuity and necessity of extending Cassama-
jor’s Ruad, proposed.

.
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Dishursoments of the Water Distribution Pre
80th November 1873,
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President, the Statements of Receipts and Dis.*
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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