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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
Tth April 1874.

e e s
A

No. 50. Read the following report from the Committee appointed by Govern-
ment to inquire and report regarding the Superintendence of the
Stationery Dep6t, to the Hon: W, HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to
Goveranment, Fort St. George :—

In obedience to Order* of Government, Finanecial Department, the Members
of the Committee therein appointed met
at the Office of the Inspector-General of
Ordnance and Magazines on the 5th September 1873.

* No. 1211, dated 27th August 1873.

2. It was considered advisable to meet at the Ordnance Office on the first
occasion as it is in close proximity to both the Grand Arsenal and Stationery
Dep6t, the administrative and executive duties of both of which establishments
devolve on the Commissary of Ordnance, Grand Arsenal, for the time being.

3. The Committee, attended by Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas, the Commissary
in charge, went all over the Arsenal and Stationery Office, and even that cursory
examination into the system pursued in carrying on, and the extent of the duties
connected with, those very important and responsible charges-at once convinced
us that the amount of labour at present devolving on Lieutenant-Colonel ‘I'homas
is more than is usually allotted to any one officer.

4, We were very much struck with the admirable order in which the
armoury and godowns were kept by the different Warrant Officers in charge;

every article of service looked thoroughly clean and had evidently been well cared
fbr, whilst tfle}’ were all an‘unge(l and distributed in the most systematic manner.
5. We elicited the fact that it is mainly owing to this system of careful
arrangement, under the supervision of the Commissary in charge, that there have
been but few instances of either surplus or deficiency discovered on the various
occasions when these golowns have been transferred, in course of reliefs, from the
charge of one Warrant C ficer to that of another.

6. Itis well known to Government that with the present improved facilities
of communication as com iared with former years the official work of all depart-
ments has increased very rapidly; and, in respect of the case on which this
Committee has been orderel to report, it is sufficiently evident that it is not in
the power of one officer tho-oughly to supervise the constantly-extending opera-
tions of the Stationery Depd and at the same time to devote the proper amount
of attention to the still more important duties devolving on the Head of the largest
Arsenal in this Presidency. It therefore appears to this Committee to be absolutely
necessary that the Commissary in charge of the Grand Arsenal should not be
hamperedd in the performance of his ordnance duties proper by the less important,
but still very necessary, ones which at present devolve upon him as ez officio
Superintendent of the Stationery Depot.

7. In obedience to Orders¥f of Government the Commissary of Ordnance

should be able to devote a fair portion

* No. 406, dated 3rd February 1873. ' v s -
% 1\,‘,) 2553, 4th August _ ,, of each day to visiting godowns, work-

3

shops, &e.; and by personal examina-
tion every now and then to teg the correctness of his stock as compared with
his-books, which last is not th®®ast important of his many and various duties,
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8. Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas informed the Committee that, although he
invariably worked extra hours, he still found it quite impr acticable to conduct the
correspondence and other clerical work of the Arscnal and Stationery Depdt
combined with either proper justice to the Government interests or satisfaction
to himself, and that it was simply impossible, under existing arrangements, to get
rid of his arrears of desk-work, whilst latterly this was felt to such an extent that
he had been obliged to request his Subaltern, Captain Pearse, to take a very consi-
derable portion of the godown and out-door work off his hands. b

9. Licutenant-Colonel Thomas further informed the Committee that he has
to take home a large number of papers every evening and to recommence his
office work early in the morning, and that during the few months he las been
in charge the confinement necessitated by such close, although unavoidable, appli-
cation to his office duties has already had a detrimental effect on his health.

10. We ascertained that in addition to what might be more properly consi-
dered the executive duties of the Commissary of Ordnance there is really a very
large amount of this elerical work to be gone through, and, as it is difficult to
imnpart, in any other way, a fair idea of the extent of this work, we attach a list
of Returns, statements, &c., marked A, showing the nu mbers of documents which
fall within the prévince of the Commissary to prepare, as also the average quan-
tity and deseription of paper expended on the preparation of the same.

11. It is true that a mere detail of these documents can convey but a very
inadequate idea of the amount of personal attention required {rom the Commissary
in their preparation ; but it will be seen that some of them are documents involving
the question of expenditure by the State of very large sums of money, and could
not, therefore, be disposed of in a perfunctory manner.

12. 'Again, the checking of all out-station Ordnance (teneral Indents, so that
stores should not be unnecessarily moved about the country, takes up a large
portion of the Commissary’s time, and one document alone, the Statement of
Stores required from England either to replenish existing stock or to complete
allotments of stores of new pattern—which statement is compiled principally from
the above Ordnance General Indents as eompared wit't his own stock—requires
almost two months’ unremitting work to form the g oundwork for the General
Ordnance Indent on the Secretary of State prepared 1. the Office of the Inspector-
_General of Ordnance. Thd above statement unfortanately does not admit of a
division of labour, and has, therefore, to e entirely gone through by the Commis-
sary himself. '

13. The current office work of the Arsenal, and the time necessarily consumed
in taking over charge of the extensive and valuable stores collected therein, have
pressed so heavily on the Commissary during this particular year that he was
unable to send in the above statement until a month and nincteen days after the
date on which it was due; and our coadjutor, Colonel Stewart, informs us that
inl.lis-own experience as Commissary of the Grand Arsenal, and his longerexperience
in the Ordnance Office, delays of the nature referred to have hitherto been unavoid-
able under the present regulations, which consﬁuto the Commissary ez officio
Buperintendent of Stationery. : ‘

3
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14. In subordination to the Inspector-General of Ordnance the Commissary
is responsible to Government for the maintenance of a due supply of military and
ordnance stores being at all times available in the Arsenal under his charge, to
meet all recognized demands for stores from out-station Arsenals, Magazines, and
Depots; in other words, the Grand Arsenal is the main source of ordnance supply
for the entire Presidency and British Burmah.

15. In passing through the Arsenal Office our attention was directed fo a
large number of bound books of medium size, which collection formed the ledger
of stores under the Commissary’s charge. There were altogether twenty-seven of
these large books, with some 14,000 headings, or, in plainer language, there are
some 14,000 different articles under the Commissary’s charge the detailed accounts
of which are distributed through these twenty-seven large volumes.

16. The responsibility of the Commissary with regard to the treatment of /
those indents which fall to be examined by him (upwards of 2000 annually on an
average), is very great. e must see that each one, before being submitted by him
to the Inspector-General for sanction, is in the proper form ; that the different
columns have been correctly filled in ; that the establishment for which calculated
has been properly represented; that the nomenclature is correct; that the demand
for the articles indented for is not only supported by due authority but also that
the quantities have been accurately caleulated ; and that the cause assigned for the
exchange or supply is such as to justify the demand, failing in any of which points
a special report would have to be made to the Inspector-Geeneral either by letter
or memorandum.

17. List A attached, with the ahove explanation, will-afford a fair idea of
the administrative, in-door, or desk-work required of the Commissary of Ordnance
and we will now briefly touch on some of the more salient of bis out-door executive’
duties without troubling Government with too many details. ,

18. ‘He is responsible for the due care, c]assiﬁcation, and actual condition of
all stores under his charge, as also that the Returns furnished to the I inance
Department correctly represent that condition.

19. He is responsible that stores returned into the Arsenal from any branch
of the service as unserviceable are actually so, and that, as far as he can himself
judge-or by inquiry ascertain, they have become in that condition by *“fair wear
and tear.” In such cases of personal responsibility it will be seen that nothine
can be taken for granted as these articles have to be examined by the Commissar;
himself.

20. He has also most responsible and troublesome duties in connexion
with contractors for local supplies of military stores, necessitating the greatest
vigilance in examining the various and very numerous articles tendered by these
contractors, who, if not cautiously watched, will always attempt to supply inferior
articles. Under this head we ascertained that Government annually disbursed, on
an average; through the Commissary, the large sum of over 62,000 Rupees.

21. We were informed (and can well understand such to be the case) that
much extra labour devolves on the Commissary in adjusting the numerous accounts"
of these contractors, and our coadjutor, Colonel Stewart, informs us that they
persistently worry him with appeals and petitions whenever the Commissary either

-
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rejects their supplies or confiscates their deposits under the terms of their contracts
when protecting the interests of the State.

22. The Commissary has further the supervision of a large Armourer’s shop,
wherein examination of new and repairs of used small-arms are effected ; Sepoys from
Native Regiments are also trained here until reported qualified for the performance
of the duties of Regimental Armourers; and all Carnatic Ordnance Artificers have
to go through a similar training in this shop before being posted to out-stations.

23. Attached to the Grand Arsenal there is a Smith’s Forge and General
Workshop, also requiring the occasional attention and time of the Commissary.
Formerly the work here carried on was much more extensive than at present, and
a partial remedy was applied by the transfer of a considerable portion of it to the
Gun Carriage Manufactory ; but even now the work performed here is of such a
multifarious character that we refrain from detailing the same in the body of this
report but attach a memorandum thereof, marked B.

24, The Commissary’s duties also occasionally take him out of the Fort
altogether as he has responsible charge of the * Bullet Factory” in Black Town
and of the “ Gunpowder Expense Magazine” at Veysurpaudy, which Magazine
has before now contained 500,000 Ibs. of powder. The Bullet Factory is about
two miles, and the Expense Magazine over three miles, from the Arsenal, and the
necessity of an occasional visit to the former in particular will be understood
when we state that on the Commissary devolves the passing into the service of the
extensive miscellaneous stores made up at that Factory as detailed in Memoran-
dum C appended to this report.

95. We were also informed that all gunpowder imported by the mercantile
community is held in deposit, on their account, by the Commissary of Ordnance,
who is responsible to them for its safe castody and is further bound to take care
that none of it is issued from the Magazine without a license in due form from
the Inspector-General of Police.

96. We do not consider it necessary to enter into any further details with

reference to the strictly ordnance duties of the Commissary as we feel satisfied
that the particulars we have already given sufficiently prove that those duties are
more than enough to occupy the whole time of a single officer.

97. We shallow proceed to notiWrieﬂy as we can, the duties connected
with the Stationery Dep0t.

98. With respect to the clerical duties of the Stationery Depdt, we were
informed that two ledgers are kept in the office—one for stationery articles
generally, and the other for school-books and materials—and that there are no
less than 550 items or headings opened in these ledgers.

29, The receipt and issue transactions are recorded daily in classified
abstracts, and on completion of the entries for each week they are checked with
the delivery notes and the postings are then made in the stock ledgers.

80. The monthly store accounts furnished to the Inspector-General of
Ordnance exhibit quantities only, the values of all trausactions being shown in
the ledger. .

. 81. We learnt that irrespective of indents, receipts, and bills, upwards of
1000 letters and memoranda on the subject of stationery supplies have been

¢
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i ing the pastfive months of the current year;
ived by the Supermtendent during ; .
"Sc:l‘:e reglies and references from the Depot during the same period amounte'd
: 81400' and that the number of packages and parcels of sorts sent to mofussil
0 ’
: i 1 1629.
stations in that time was : : :
39. The average expenditure of stationery supplies since 1868-69 we
ertaine to be to the value of about Rupees 2,71,000, whilst the averag; valu(:
a:(:stock maintained in the Depdt is close upon 4,61,000 Rupees, or about 13 years
0

expet.‘;:turlz;timafés of the probable quantity of stores which will. be rec}l;ir(fd %n
any one official year from England are despatehed from the Stationery epOdt in

% h of August, twenty months before the commencement of the oﬂ.icw.l_
R ; ‘ol th'ea sto,res are required, and indents for these stores are submitted
e::lryfior: :;;;l(;'suowing January, that is, about fifteen months before the year to

i refer.
thl;;.h ej:1‘113 estimates and indents for Civil Departments are sent thfoughhthe
Tnspector-General- of Ordnance and Magazines to Gove.rnment, whilst t ols;e
forpmilitary school-books, &ec., are despatched through the same officer to the
- of Military Accounts.
Conh;: elPacking aci:ounts of supplies under despatch coPtaining de;asiled. state-
ts of the contents of each case are received by the Supermtendent of Stationery,
ments (1)1 the Marine Department, from the Director-(}'eneral of Stores, and these
:‘ll:)rc:rngxents have to be copied into rogisters kept at f;he Depbt. : S
36. When the stores arrive the packages in bond (such as French an

pers) are accepted as marked outside each bale; but all packages

pr'mting i be opened, the contents ascertained, and the results

ini 'es” have to
taining ‘¢ sundries :
S dowith the entries in the Packing Account Books.

compg;e The contents as found are then inserted in the packing accounts, all

i cine duly noted; and, when the whole
deﬁc'ig i datm;:g: d{)e(;, :ZO]i(;r;iﬁa:;td;:e; pagckingy accounts are returned to the
co'nmgnmen al of Stores through the InSpector-General and Government..
DlreCtor-G?nerT'es of stores obtained by local purchase are provided for in the

- -13% d:eutpll‘)lsltimates, and tenders for these local. supplies are called .for by the
Civi s od ¢ of Stationery, as occasion may require, through the mec'lfum of the
Py 02} tte, those tenders which, in the opinion of the Superintendent,
Gorernies: Elz : be;nrr recommended to the Inspector-General fo.r ac-ceptfmce.
appear f-.wo‘ux:a : £ noof the Superintend'ent’s duties gives him cons1de.rable

i e PE" “;)een more than once good reason to believe that the ordm.ary
dronilisy St als vo entered into combinations to keep up the range .of prices
native (fontmctors 12?m' manufacture. On such occasions the Supermt?ndent
fie SO 'Of cOltlanch to the Inspector-General and solicits special sanction for
reporte e (;u:: ;2211 articles, by departmental arrangements, at more favourable
ase:

the purch 1

e surable than those tendered, : : .

s 3 plé);:::;l;: Bonds have to be drawn up 1n duplzcate F’Y th? Supe.nnter.xd-
401;9 copy for record, and one for cach contractor—in s;nlct conformity with

ent—o0 \ : ment Solicitor.

the form of bond furnished for guidance by the Grovern s
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41. Local supplies are usually received by instalments. When these are
brought to the Depdt they have to be carefully and minutely examined to
ascertain that they are sufficiently good as to quality with reference to the samples
specified in the Contract Bond. Such as pass this examination are received

into store, whilst all articles of inferior quality are rejected and returned to the
contractors by the Superintendent.

42. Contractors’® bills are, as a rule, received by the Superintendent

monthly, Railway bills weekly. The items included in the bills and rates charged *

‘have to be carefully checked, and, if found correct, the sums required for adjust-
ment of the claims are drawn, in monthly contingent bills, against the grant sanc-
tioned in the Civil Budget Estimate, and adjus{ed monthly.
: 43. English priced Invoices of Stationery Stores sent out to this country
~are received from the Accountant-General and have to be checked with the
entries in the Packing Account Register; if correct the English rates are converted
into Indian currency, to which converted amount is added the cost of packing
materials and freight as given in the invoices, and the full prices of the various
articles thus ascertained are posted into the ledger.

44. In order that the several departments of Government may be made
acc&tiainted with the ruling prices of stationery supplies the Superintendent
prepares in January of each year alist showing the actual cost of all articles issued
during the previous year, and this list is published in the For¢ S¢. George Gazetle.

45. The routine duties of the Stationery Deptt, as regards supplies of
stationery free of charge to Government offices, have been ascertained by the
Committee and may be summarized as follows.

46. There are dependent on the Deptt 630 Civil and Military Offices,

- 42 Army and Regimental Schools, 36 Ecclesiastical Departments, and 810 Civil and

Military Hospitals and Dispensaries, whilst occasional indents for Bibles and
Prayer Books are also received from Regiments.

47. The indents on account of all the above requirements pndergo the most
minute examination so that the public expenditure of stationery may be kept
down to the lowest limits consistent with efficiency, and in every instance of the
demand being in excess of the average annual expenditure, or whenever requi-
sitions are submitted for the exchange of articles which Lave not been in use the
minimum period prescribed by Government, the attention of the parties indent-
ing is drawn to the same and explanation demanded.

48. When indents for stationery from mofussil stations have to be complied
with the contents of each case to be despatched are entered in the Packine
and a certified extract therefrom is placed inside each .
whom the stores are consigned may be aware of the ¢
despatched from the Dept.

49.  When the packages are ready application has to be made by the Superin-
ten_dent either to the Master Attendant or to the Madras Railway Company for
thelf‘ despatch either by sea or rail as required, and, when so despatched, Bills of
Lading or Railway Goods Receipts for the stores, as the case may be, are f:)rwarded

;nth ‘a.dvice letters fo the consignees, who are requested to sign and return to the
uperintendent the lists of contents as vouchers for his issue transactions,

Register
box so that the parties to

ontents of each package as
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A

iti f stationery store
i # Government transferred the auditing o
. ket i accounts from the Accountant-General

* No. 4, dated 6th January 1865. to the Ordnance Office, and on this trans-

king place an annual stock-taking was for the first tim'e introduced, which was
fef % m?e?l by Mr. Cardozo, Head Uncovenanted Assistant t.o the Illl)spector;
ey f Ordnance and Magazines, and we find it recorded in o subsequen
S A Ordert that the examination thus

made by this officer was considered
“highly satisfactory.”

ed by Mr. (Cardozo has been continued since that
ted by - Government for the

he Committée are of opinion
fter as regards the superin-

t No. 726, dated 18th July 1866.

t
51. The system then adop :
time by the various officers subsequently appgu:
annual stock-taking of stores in the Depét, an

s introduced herea
S o i ch:;ieof Government which directed the annual stock-

tendence of the Deptt the O il Ao e Tol R £ as that system has

. independent o ;i the
tﬂkl“% :;}’;: eminI;ntly satisfactory in the interests of Government and for
prove

1 f the Superintendent. : ,
s I:r;tec(t)lx?: (():olle]aarruel,) Colonel Stewart, Royal Artillery, wishes that the
5. 1 g

d the Stationery Offices may be prominently brought tot
t: but in making this request he does no
b

y 1 Of his
f t ﬂ e mero audit Of Stationer Store ACGOIlIltS, as from the experlence
refer to i

e i 1 / 1 Bomba y

relative position of his an L the |
the notice of Government 10 this repor

sraph 5 of N
: l%%rgbrx,hordgr of Boygeiniant, Bo- 4545 General in his letter} to Government

dated 27th August 1873. i g :
i i ticulars broug
i 1 to observe from various particuk
g S t present a rather close connexion between
and that the Inspector-General of Ofdnance
pondence and dutics referring entirely to

53. Gover .
to noticein this report.that there is a
the Ordnance and Stationery Offices,
has very frequently to attend to corres

. supplies. > r connected
staUOnLeTYF rpiI;stance all correspondence of & controversial characte
54. Fo ’

i y d instructions, thereby often
i s is referred to him for orders an :
a4 supph:ii:ion into, and consideration of, lengthy questions totally

sctor- -l is to a considerable extent
A fact that the Inspector Gonel?. .
we may advert ltoﬁ;m(}overnment for any shortcomings of the Superintendent, and
e ;

e i‘ccount:bon such matters are addressed to the Inspector-General for his
all reference

report. ths of this official year the Ins
first five mon : :

50. For t?}i‘t v W received 250 papers on Stﬂtlonery'. Sub_]CCtS alonc, a

registers show the eplies thereto, during the same period.

i thereof, or r ) :
he has despatched 188 disposals thereof, P ot dispose of fhe question as

. ; nment d
57, In their Order§ Gover S fetlis audit of the store weoouists
o

§ No. 1211, dated 27¢h August 1873, of the Stationery Dep0t; but, whatever

necessitating exa

ith
unconnected wi : .
55. Asa further illustration,

pector-General’s
and

o, 242, dated 15th August 1o nper reported on by the Accountant- -
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department may be directed to undertak
unanimously of opinion that the adm
Inspector-General of Ordnance may
ent of Stationery himself, who shou

¢ this duty in future, the Committee are
inistrative control as now exercised by the
advantageously be vested in the Superintend-

Id, they consider, be directly respousible to
Government, not only for the stores under his charge, but also that al] periodical

statements, estimates, indents, &e., are duly furnished to the proper authorities
on the prescribed dates and direct from the Superintendent. This course
would avoid the delays attendant upon reference to an intermediate office.

58.. In the event of the Depot being placed under the charge of an Uncove-
nanted Officer, the Committee ascertained from both the Inspector-General and
the Commissary of Ordnance] that the portion
occupied by the Deptt, if Government are pleased
be retained for the purpose without any inconven
Committee found that to entirely separate the De
will only be necessary to block up one small door. : ,

59. The Committee have been unable to ascertain the value of stock main-
tained in the Stationery Depéts of the sister Presidencies so as to make a
comparison between them and the value of stock maintained at Madras ; but they
observe that in Bengal, according to the Civil Budget Estimates, there are large

money grants for stationery requirements, purchased departmentally at various
stations, as follows ;:—

*

to accord their sanction, could
ience; and on examination the
POt from the Grand Arsenal it

RS.
Bengal 92,500
Oude 4,210
Central Provinces 8,000
Burmah e 750
North-West Provinces 35,000
Punjab 55,380

Total ... 1,95,840
ot

60. This system of departmental purchase relieves the Superintendent of
Stationery at Calcutta from the duty of providing, and responsibility of preserving
and distributing, the large supplies represented by the above sum
lakhs per annum, which is more than two-thirds of
Madras Presidency on account of stationery,

61. All Europe and countr
are issued in kind from the Head-
military, whether at the head-qu
tals throughout the Presidency,
under the Madras Government,

62. The establishment of the Stat

of nearly two
the gross expenditure of the

y stationery articles required in this
quarters Depdt to every ‘public o
arters or in the mofussil, as
Central Provinces, British Bu

Presidency
fice, civil and
well as to all hospi-
rmah, and elsewhere

ionery Department, Bengal, exclusive of
the Superintendent’s salary, is set down at 14,180 Rupees per annum ; on the other

hand, the Madras establishment, also exclusive of the Superintendent’s salary,
costs 6,572 Rupees per annum ;and, i

it S e T T s

of the Arsenal buildings now-

i v

B - ¥
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A —————t

d | of the Stafionery Deptt they find three. courses which commend them-
tendence 7

to consideration— . : : r
selve: ¢ —That the Collector of Madras might be appoutllilzed Supez;n‘t:lrlliicleln:v ::ld
=i i ts to cover the expens
ition to his present emolumen . :, !
vouy small_?;i (:;téirrlreg in a?ttending at the Depot as well as to his particular duties
be necessarl
9159“'21“;’9' That the superintendcnce might devolve on the Shuperintendent of
S i ] llowance for the charge.
1 imilarly receive an extra a : '
oryy - W}g)hmlﬁihtsﬁzléarbz any objections to either of the t'tbove ofgce.rs b[el::,i
3r‘f._;he O:haroré of the Depbt, owing to the fact t.hat their o.ther u;c(z)sm i
e oducted inbother parts of the town, a..t a c.onmderable d1s.ta;1::d by
to be cgn Committee are of opinion that an mtelhg.ent and o e e
e 7 ight be placed in charge of the Stationery Depo.t .o.n su how it
nanted(g ﬁicernift may consider commensurate with the responsibility and e
as the Govern

of the charge. We have, &ec.,

igned G. S. FORBES, M.C.S.,
b Senior Member, Board of Revenue,
and President.

( ) R. W. LODWICK, Bom. C.8,, l
n

Accountant-General, g
( ) A. STEWART, Colonel, R.A., “§
& Inspector-General of Ordnance l =

and Magazines,)
MADRAS,

14¢h October 1873.
| il 1874, No. 564,
ORDER THEREON, 7th Apri : : .
Sl onsideration of the foregoing Report of the Committee on the Stationery
Ontﬁon(;ld:;:nlc?r in Council finds himself unable to adopt any of the courses
Depot, the Go

sl Depot.
' future supervision of the o
oo B tlgm’ f)ofr ttlflee()‘;llector of Madras and Sea Customs and Supe;:intirz
| 2.f Srfhe os a(iisboth situated on the North Beach, and those officers could noft,
dent of Stamp

g : hich
¢ detriment to their own duties, attend daily at the Statmnel“y e
without de

is in the gor:ile other hand, the Stationery Dep0t could not be removed to either
3. Un

astoms, or to that of the Superin-
gt OfS?a]e ;011}1?2:2rbzgnzizir:zcir;‘lirf::agon avai’lable in either office for the
nt of mps, ; : ;
z::iege G StO'Ck::):tt:xtllc(:;erzn(llnasstg: Ei)s necessary that the Superint-enfient
pe oo theslel) 31:0 at the St;tionery Office, the Governor in COIHI.CII is of
shoild begEe g d}:)in general duty should be selected for the appom‘tment,
npinioc g S e f Rf ces (300) three hundred should be attached to 1t
and that 8 §tgﬁ' salary o the l()3ommzanc1.(3x'-ixx-Chief will be asked, through the Military
= ¥ Excill:encZn officer can be made available for the duty, and on the
Departmef‘;ii:v g;ceifency’s reply, application will be made to the Government of
;e??too nction the proposed appointment and staff salary.
ndi |
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: 6. Under the opinion expressed by the Committee in paragraphs 53 and 57
= [ of their report, the Governor in Council will then relieve the Inspector-General of
- Ordnance and Magazines of the administrative control of the Stationery Depot, and
' will vest such control entirely in the Superintendent of Stationery, who will hereafter
' be held directly responsible to'Government, not only for the stores under his charge,
- but for the punctual rendering of all statements, estimates, and indents which have
‘to be furnished to them, or to other Heads of Departments.
7. Theaudit of the Stationery Store Accounts will be undertaken by an officer
. of the Account Department. The Accountant-General will arrange accordingly for
_ the performance of the duty.

E} 8. The thanks of Government will be conveyed to the Committee.
(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.

To G. S. Forbes, Esq.

»» R. W. Lodwick, Esq.

,» Colonel A. Stewart, R.A.

»» the Military Department. .

»» the Inspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines.
»» the Accountant-General.
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