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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depdrtment,
16th January 1874.
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No. 86. Read the following letter from E. B. POWELL, Esq., M.4., C.8. L,
Director of Public Instruction, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 18th December
1873, No. 2519 :—

On receiving a copy of G. O., Financial Department, No. 1553, of the 24th
October last, I called upon the Deputy Inspector of Schools for the Gooty and
Pennacondah Circles to report upon the Municipal School at Adoni, and to state
whether it was customary with him to visit the school when passing through the
town. I now do myself the honour of submitting a copy of the Deputy Inspector’s
report, No. 97, of the 29th ultimo.

9. 1 think the facts of the case are sufficient to show that the defects of the

Municipal School are due to the injudicious action taken by the Adoni Municipality,

and not to any shortcomings of the Educational Department.

From H. HANUMUNTA ROW, Deputy Inspector of Schools, Gooty and Pennacondah Circles,
to E. B. POWELL, Esq., M.A., 0.8.1., Director of Public Instruction, dated Anantapoor,

929th November 1873, No. 97.
In obedience to the instructions in the Proceedings, No. 2268, I beg to submit the following

yeport on the Municipal School at Adony in the Gooty Circle.

9. Sometime back two or three utterly unimproved and backward Pial Schools in the place
were united into a school and placed under the municipal management with the object of developing
the thon existing indigenous schools into an improved class of schools for imparting elementary
instruction ; and the Commissioners will have doubtlessly succeeded if they had adopted proper
means to secure their end. Since they thought it best to engage the services of the respective
Pial Schoolmasters to give education gratis, and leave the union to the sole management of these
grossly ignorant men, the institution cannot but be otherwise.

3. The school was last inspected by me on the 24th August. The rolls showed 223 in
number, but only 137 were actually present at the examination ; about thirty or forty of these
were collected after I entered the school-room at about 83 A.x., though the school had been, or at
least ought to have been, in working order from the last hour or so. A glance at the attendance
register showed that several who seemed to have left the school for good were still retained on
rolls, perhaps just to swell numbers in accounts. The highest class in the school is the third,
corresponding to the II1. Standard (exclusive of English) under the Results system.” There were
twenty-two on the rolls of this class, but only thirteen actually present at the examination ; and
though four of those present read a quite different lesson from the others, and were quite unable
to keep pace with the rest, they were still spoken of as belonging to the class. The results of
examination in Arithmetie, Dictation, and bare Reading were characterized by me as good. The
meaning of the passages read never seemed to have been taught to the pupils; and when
ths Head Master took a reading lesson in my presence, I found that the master himself was
ignorant of Telugu equivalents for some of the words in the very book he professed to teach. Of

" eourse much cannot be expected from & man yho was a mere Pial Schoolmaster, and who had

himself an ordinary Pial-School education. The first and second classes were also examined by me
on the occasion® The classification made at my last inspection was not retained, and so I had to
rearrange boys before any examination could be conducted. Though the second and a few of
the first class boys were able to read certain portions of the First Book of Lessons, yet writing from
dictation never seemed to have been taught to them. Among the rest, there were boys who spent
the whole of their time in the school on one of the Multiplication Tables, the nine digits, or the
alphabets. Very young boys have an admission into the school, perhaps just to swell the number.
on rolls than with a view to the best interests of the school.
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