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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
30th March 1874.

No. 169. Read the following letter from Lieut.-Colonel C. S, HEARN, Inspec-
tor-General of Police, to the Hon. D. F. CARM[CHAEL, Acting Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 11th March

1874, No. 959 :—

With reference to the last sentence of paragraph 4, G.0., No. 14, dated 5th
January 1874, Judicial Department, bringing to my notice Dr. Tyrrell's remark
that the Gruntoor Police are totally useless for sanitary purposes, I have the honour
to state that I called upon the Assistant Superintendent of Police at Guntoor to
explain this statement. In reply, I have received a lengthy report which may be

briefly summarized as follows :—

Dr. Tyrrell’s Remarks.

Many births I fear have not been registered.

The duty of finding out the delinquents rests,
1 imagine, with the Police who have not in any
way assisted the Registrar.

Many persons resort to fields and gardens
outside municipal limits instead of using the
latrines, but the Police do not apprehend them.

Police do not use Jail latrines; but resort to
places outside municipal limits.

The Police do not take the trouble of prose-
cuting the owners of filthy houses.

The Black Tank is sometimes used as a
latrine and the Police do not interfere.

The Police for sanitary purposes are pers
foctly useless.

Assistant Superintendent's Replies.

It is the special business of the Registrar
(an ex-Police Inspector) to see that all births
and deaths are registered—uvide Section 91, Act
III. of 1871. The Police, however, do assist, but
their action is rendered fruitless by the Commis-
sioners. Seven cases of concealment of births
and deaths have been reported to the Commis-
sioners by the Police under Section 94 of the
Act, and permission to prosecute has in all cases
been refused.

The practice being perfectly legal the Police
have no power to arrest, The Act refers to
municipal limits only.

It is inconvenient for the Police to use the
Jail latrine (for reasons given). The Superins
tendent of Police, therefore, gave orders thag,
they need not use it.

It is difficult for the Police to prosecute with-
out information from a complainant, as they have
no right of entry into premises. The Commis-
sioners and their servants have this right under
Section 151. But notwithstanding the difficulty
above represented the Police did prosecute fifty-
two owners of houses under Sections 103 and
104 in the year complained of.

The Police do interfere and use their best
efforts. Repeated orders have been given. Police
have been specially posted for the purpose. In
the year 1872-73, 160 persons were convicted
of committing nuisance in this place alone.
Many others were released for want of evidence
or on the plea that they were outside municipal
limits, for part of this tank is outside the limits
which causes a difficulty in prosecution.

In the year 1872-73, 389 cases were put
before the Magistrates by the Police, in 294 of
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Dr. Tyrrell's Remarks. Assistant Superintendent’s Replies.

which convictions were obtained. Altogether
586 persons were convicted of nuisance. The
fines inflicted are so light as to have no deterrent
effect, there being a very strong prejudice on the
part of respectable natives against using the
latrines. This is not the fault of the Police whose
difficulties are further aggravated by frequent
refusals on the part of the Commissioners to
prosecute.

It is the peculiar duty of the municipal
servants to attend to those matters. But out of
fifty-two cases prosecuted in 1872-73 two-thirds
were reported by the Police without the inter-
vention of any municipal servant.

A statement of cases for the year ending 31st March 187 3, forwarded by the
Assistant Superintendent of Police, is herewith attached. It is probably not advi-
sable to work the provisions of the Act too relentlessly, but the sweeping condem-

nation of the Police passed by Dr. Tyrrell appears to be contradicted by figures and
facts.

Several house-owners have at my instance
been prosecuted, as the Police, who are, I believe,
charged with this duty, under Section 154 of the
Municipal Act, neglect to discover and prosecute
the offending parties.

S1aTeMENT of Cases for the official year ending 31st March 1873, showing the distinction of
Nuisance Ceses of the Town of Guntoor.

Committed in the bed of Black (Cases sentenced .. . o D
Tank. Cases dismissed ... ... ... 8
Total === 57

- Cases sentenced ... ... ... 40
Filthy houses ... ... ... .. Cases dismissed ... ... .. 19
Total ... 52

Other nuisances under Municipal {Cases senbenced ... ... ... 205
and Police Acts. Cases dismissed ... ... .. 75
Total ... 280

All nuisance cases for the whole (Cases sentenced e el WO
year., PR L e -
Total ... 389

Number of men fined in all cases. {Unfier one Rupee ... .. .. 512
Sentenced, WORi = AR A e £ ]

Number of cases in which sand—} " - :
tion was refused. Under Section 94 in Act N

Number of cages in which prose-

cution failed by delay of {Under Section 125 in Act ...
sanction.

1t
Shows that his remark concerning the working of the Police for sanitary p

Urposes is not
founded on fact.

MasvripaTaN, (Signed) O COOPER, Captaiz,
12th February 1874. e Assistant Supt. of Police,

* Three of these cases were reported in May 1873 and the otherin the official ye; ST
t This caee was reported 28th October 1873, e
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No. 270 Orper THEREON, 30th March 1874, No. 531.
0. 270.

i i 1 letter
i il is sati the explanation afforded in the
nor in Council is satisfied with ;
rIt‘lt:: I(fl:;:::tor-General of Police, and directs that the letter be co;lnmstllmc:(t:g
iroThe President of the Municipal Commission of Guntoor, and to the Surg
o
i dical Department. -
_— D:L[Indti“n rfifl ;iould Ii)ave acquainted himself more accurately with 1;hed faq{;;;
:23' T;e P};esident should take care that the powers of the Act are used w1 h

discretion. (True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.

i [unicipal Commission, Guntoor.
President of the Municipa :
B Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department.
Inspector-General of Police.

i3]

Exd, J. Wright.
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