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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
21st March 1874.

No. 200. Read the following letter from Brigadier-General R. C. STEWART,
utant-General, to Colonel A. C. SILVER, Secretary to Government,
Military Department, dated Fort St. George, 4th March 1873, No. 135 :—

I have the honour, by order, to request you will be good enough to submit,

for the favourable consideration of Government, the accompanying letter from the

Commandant, 37th Native Infantry, relative to the payment by Regimental Officers
of assessment on account of Profession-tax.

2. It is understood that both in Bengal and Bombay officers are exempted,
and the Commander-in-Chief is of opinion that those serving in this Presidency
should be placed on the same footing.

3. Moreover, His Excellency is desirous that the exemption should not be
confined simply to officers doing regimental duty, but extended to all wherever
serving, and in any capacity.

4, Officers hold a comm n from, and exercise their profession by, command
of Her Majesty, and it is for consideration whether any Municipality can tax such
command,

From Colonel K. MACAULAY, Commandant, 37th Grenadiers, to Brigadier-General R. C.
STEWART, Adjutant-General, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 19th February 1873,
No. 66.

I have the honour to request that you will obligingly submit, for the favourable consideration
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, this my representation in behalf of the officers of the
regiment under my command, that Government be moved to add a clause to the Madras Municipal
Act, assimilating its provisions with those of the Bombay and Calcutta Codes, in view to the
exemption of Regimental Officers from assessment under Clause 6, Schedule C, of Act IX. of 1867,
on account of Profession-tax.

9. I enclose the newspaper report of a case called on for hearing before the Chief Justice
and the Hon. Mr. Justice Holloway, in which Lieutenant Stokoe, of the 7th Regiment, Native
Infantry, was appellant, and the President, Madras Municipal Commission, respondent ; from
perusal of which it will appear that Mr. Justice Holloway is stated to have ‘‘ remarked that as officers
in Bombay were not taxed "’ (there being a special provision in the Bombay Code), *“he must say
he thought it very hard that the Madras officers should be taxed.”

3. The Counsel for the respondent submitted °‘that the proper course was for officers to pay
and to represent their grievances to Government, and try and get the law altered. As the law
stood, he submitted that there could be no question raisedat all. The liability was so very clear.”

Their Lordships, after hearing Mr. Miller, held that the Municipal Act was couched in so
general terms that it did not exempt any person from paying the t~a.

4. Under theos vii~~mstanies, as uilere are reasonable grounds to suppose that Government
would, if applied to, sanction an alteration of the existing Act, I venture to express a hope that
His Excel :ncy may see fit to advocate the cause of Regimental Officers.

MeyMorANDUM.
No. 196.
Forwarded and recommended to the favourable consideration of the Commander-in-Chief and

Government.
2 (Signed) G. B. SHAKESPEAR,

o5tk February 1873. Brigr.-Genl., Commanding Centre District.




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
x 21st March 1874,
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: Transferred to the Financial Department.
Forr Sr. Grorar, (Signed) A, C. SILVER, Colonel,

6th March 1873, . Scey. to Govt., Mily. Dept.
No. 201, OrpEr THEREON, 21st March 1874, No. 483,

The question as to the expediency of exempting Regimental Officers from the
payment of the Profession-tax, under the Madras Municipal Act of 1867, will be

Acting Clief Secretary,

To the Legislative Department.
» Mimal'y 3 -
» Committeo for the revision of the Madrag Municipal Act of 1867,

Exd. J. Wright,
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