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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
17th March 1874.

B e e~

Read the following papers :—

No. 158. From W. D. HORSLEY, Esq., President of the Municipal Commis-
sion, Cuddapah, to the Hon. W HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort St. George, dated Cuddapah, 20th February 1874, No. 159,

I have the honoyr, at the desire of the Municipal Commissioners of Cuddapah,
to request that the Commissioners may be permitted to purchase books, &e., from
the Central or District Book Deptt, for the use of their school at a discount of five
per cent. A similar indulgence has been granted to the Local F und Board.

[

Referred to the Director of Public Instruction for opinion,

Forr Sr. Grore, (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
23rd February 1874, Chief Secretary.

e

No. 159. From E. B. POWELL, Esq., .4, ¢.8.1., Director of Publie Instruc-
tion, to the Hon. D, F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 2nd March 1874, No. 326,

I have the honour to return the accompanying letter from the President of
the Cuddapah Municipality, referred to me for the expression of my opinion by
endorsement, dated the 23rd ultimo; and I beg to remark that there is no ground
whatever for complying with the request put forward in that communication,

2. When the present arrangements in regard to elementary education were
brought into play, the work of distributing books to the lower-class schools of each
circle had to be undertaken by the Local Fund Board of the Circle, the Educa-
tional Department being required to maintain a steady supply of books in the
Government District Deptt.

3. Under this system each Local Fund Board has to keep up a depbt of some
sort, and to employ men as colporteurs to distribute books throughout the area of
its circle; the arrangements in force are laid down in the Proceedings of the Board
of Revenue on which G.0., Financial Department, No. 1489, of the 1st November
1872, was passed. In consideration of the trouble and consequent expense incurred
by Local Fund Boards in distributing books, it was settled that each Local Fund
Board, when purchasing books at the corresponding Government District Depét,
should have a discount of five per cent.; and this privilege is evidently a fair and
reasonable one, being nothing more than a ¢ quid pro quo.”

4. The circumstances of the Cuddapah Municipality are altogether different
from those of a Local Fund Circle, as neither need a separate depdt be maintained
nor colporteurs empldyed; all that is necessary is for the boys in the municipal
schools to go to the Government Deptt in the town and buy their books. To give
a discount in such a case would be simply irrational.

5. Itisscarcely necessary for me to observe that, by the orders of Government,
the Book Department is to be self-supporting; this was completely attained only
in 1872-73 after strenuous efforts continued during the three or four previous years,
and it iz most important that no measure should be adopted of a nature to disturb the
equilibrium which has been established.
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

L
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