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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department
' 12th March 1874: ;

\j p : o o A : :
No. 116. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th
February 1874, No. 353 :—
) IN ¢ st . / TE'TD "PRITR\T i
Read the f(:llov.m,,r letter fl_om A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., President of the
Local Fund Boards, Coimbatore, to J. 'GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Erode, 10th January 1874, No. 2 :
I HAVE the l}onour to forward, for the information and orders of Government,
1 District Engineer's letter, No. 62, of 19th the following letter from the District
December 1573. Enginec A e :
. ) ingineer of ) atore ¢ y
1 Detailed estimate. : . Coimbatore, with, and
1 Abstract  do. regarding, a supplemental estimate for
1 Comparative Statement. the reconstruetion of the 3
. . e Fagr b 1 Ol t;} D rode
1 Appendix, in two parts. Car : : e old Erode and
aroor line of road, partly destroyed
and superseded by the Great Southern of India Railway—uide Proceedines \l'ﬂras
2 . ¥ : J~ o i _‘:.'_,A,L
Government, Public Works Department, 8th March 1872; and Financial Depart-

ment, 6th April 1872,
9. The District Engineer’s letter explains the cause for this supplemental

~a

estimate.
3. It was with the view of restoring the broken village communication that

I strongly -advocated, as did my predecessor Mr. Grant, the restoration of the

though parallel to the railway, may yet be considered, in reference

road which,
products of the land in the locality, as an important railway

to the valuable

feeder. .
4. It seems to me that the reconstruetion of this road has been commenced

on an unnecessarily expensive scale, but, however that may be, it ought to be
completed. I certainly think that the road, if it is to stand traffic, should be
gravelled.

5. As carts in this country invariably follow in Indian file, there is not

occasion for a large breadth of metal, and this is of importance when it has some-
times to be carted from jth to Zths of a mile.
6. The subject, whether road-dams might not be more economical than

masonry culverts, isa professional one, which I simply allude to in case an economy

of funds be required.

e

Excrosuee No. 1.
J. BEAN, R.E., District Engineer, to A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., President of the
Local Fund Boards, Coimbatore, dated 19th December 1873, No. 62.

1 nave the honour to forward, for the approval of the Local Fund Board and for submission
1 Comparative Statement tn the Revenue Board, for sanction, a detailed

1 Detailed Fatimate. ativ teme )
1 Abstract  do. +1 Appendiz, $u'two parts: and  abstract supplemental estimate, with

From Colonel

y works and comparative statement, amounting to Rupees 14,700, for coms
ampolliem to Codomoody in the Erode Talug. The new road come
1d road from Caroor to Erode, and extends for 11 miles.
and which has been worked out, amounted to

appendix of masonr
pleting the road from Malle
fmences from' the 12th milestone on the o
9. The estimate originally sanctioned,
Rupees 14,030, and the one now submitted is for completing the earth, gravel, and masonry
works ; the statement accompanying it showing the items which are below or in excess of the

original estimate.

3. The road has been in charge of Mr.
at officer up to the date of his leaving the district in January last,

Nordmann, Executive Engineer, and the whole of

the work was carried out by th
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which was one month after my assumption of the duty of District Engineer. Nothing has been
done to the road since that date by the present range officer beyond sloping and levelling the
embankments and paying, on my orders, the contractors for work done and materials brought
previously. Mr. Nordmann had been ordered off by Government suddenly to another district, so
that there were no means of mensuring and handing over the road to his successor ; and so soon
as I discovered the excess outlay it had been my intention to submit the supplemental estimate
now forwarded, but Supervisor Scott and an Overseer from Caroor Range have been, for the last

six months, measuring up the whole road and ascertaining the sums due to contractors, whilst
geveral transfers had been very wrongly made and treated as expenditure on this road from other
works by the Executive Engineer, the adjustments of which took up some time, and delayed the
preparation of the estimate.

4. To account for the excess which appears in the items of earth, gravel, and masonry works,
the original estimate, prepared by Lieutenant Morris, provided for the raising of eight miles and
gravelling of two miles of road only, whilst Mr. Nordmann has raised and embanked the road
almost throughout without reference to the estimate, and widened it from five to six yards. Thig
has already caused an expenditure of more than double the amount provided in the estimate, and
there remains 8,540 cubic yards, at a cost of Rupees 682 to complete.

The gravelling of portions of the road has already been carried out to the extent of the allot-
ment of the estimate, but if the line throughout, in place of two miles as provided for, is to
be coated with gravel, a further sum of Rupees 3,900 will be required.

Lieutenant Morris, in his estimate, only provided for 45 masonry works, but on a road which
rans, for the most part, through irrigated land, this provision is manifestly inadequate. No less
than 115 irrigation tunnels are required on the road, and the supplemental estimate provides for
an additional eighty-five of these works and eleven drainage culverts, at a cost of- 4,176 Rupees.

5. The survey of the road was forwarded to you with my letter, No. 207, dated 24th Novem-
ber 1873, in order that tho-oxach amvunt of vepouasatlon required tor land taken up might be
determined. The sum entered for the purpose in this estimate is Rupees 4,800, and the valua-
tion has been caleulated at a liberal rate per acre.

6. As Government in their Order, No. 468, dated 6th April 1872, Financial Department,
made a special grant of Rupees 14,000 from Provincial Funds to the Local Funds of the district

for this road, the Board may consider it advisable to apply to Government for a supplemental
grant to complete the line.

Tris revised estimate for making a road from Malleampolliem to Kodamoody, .

at a cost of Rupees 28,970, will be submitted for the sanction of Government,

2. The original estimate for making the road, at a cost of Rupees 14,080,
was dealt with in G.O., 8th May 1866, No. 1489, Public Works Department,
8th March 1872, No. 639, Public Works Department, and 6th April 1872, No. 468,
Financial Department. In the last order, Government admitted their liability to
reconstruct the road (which had been destroyed in making the railway), and

made a special grant of Rupees 14,000 to the Local Fund Board on this account.
3. The road was m charge of Mr. Nordmaun, and he made it on a more

expensive scale than had been proposed. Thus the District Engineer says :
“ The original estimate prepared by Lieutenant Morris provided for the raising
of eight miles and gravelling of two miles of road only, whilst Mr. Nordmann has
raised and embanked the road almost throughout without reference to the
estimate, and widened it from five to six yards. This has already caused an expend-
iture of double the amount provided in the estimate, and there remains 8,540
cubic ysrds, at a cost of Rupees 682, to complete.” The District Engineer
projoses to gravel the line throughout, instead of for two miles only, at a cost of
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Rupees 3,900, and to provide for eighty-five irrigation tunnels and eleven drainage
chal:mels’in a,ddition to those in the original estimate, at a cost of Rupees 4,176.
must be completed, though it has been made so much more expensively

d :
;11;22 r;:s intended, and the additional gravelling and masonry seems to be
ired, though the President hints that it might be less expensive.
requ4 ,When Mr. Nordmann was ordered off to another district he had already

14,272.
SPen‘; RU'XI)‘ZZS Di;trict Engineer suggests that the Local Fund Board ‘“ may con--

tal grant to complete
ider 1 i to apply to Government for a supplemental g
udeli'lt a’?w;?:tlle:ing i:) psz{id about this in Mr. Wedderburn’s letter, but t].ne B.oax:d
:ze I:[;;.e justice of making such a grant cannot be doubted after what is said in
n - -
GIO 6th April 1872, No. 468, Financial Department. ' :
. 25 Mr, Nordmann’s conduct in the matter seems to require explanation.
. : (True Copies and Extract.)
(Signed) J. GROSE,
Secretary.

S T—— ———

Ogrprr THEREON, 12th March 1874, No. 416.
i i t whether the estimate
i ‘dered in the Public Works Departmen .
g Ittv:,me:;eic;?:; : scale or not. Explanation will also be obtained from Mr.
4 > : Tt .
-go::;mann as suggested in paragraph 6 of the Board’s Proceedings.
L (True Extract.)

No. 117,

Acting Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue.

Public Works Department, with the enclosures.

s

Exd. J. Wright.
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