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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
25th February 1874.

Read the following papers :—

No. 185. From A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., President of the Local Fand Board,
Coimbatore, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort St. George, dated Coimbatore, 27th January 1874, No. 2.

Government are aware that the Local Boards are building hospitals and
dispensaries where medical subordinates are entertained at the cost of Local Funds
or Municipalities.

2. With the exception of the Oodoomalpettah Taluq, which is not far from
the adjoining hospital of Pollachy Taluq and Pulladam, where an hospital is
contemplated, there will not be a taluq in this district where the means of medical
aid are not existent.

3. But to this view the services of three medical subordinates, as follow,
require to be utilized for the public benefit.

4. At Collegal, owing to its being a distant and feverish talug, a medical
subordinate was attached to the Polige,

5. At Suttimangalum, for a like reason, a medical subordinate was attached
to the Range Office Department of Public Works.

6. On the Range Office being transferred to Bhowany that medical officer
was also transferred ; and, owing to the inconvenience to the other Public Depart-
ments, arising from leaving Suttimangalum without medical aid, Irecommended

and Government sanctioned the posting of a medical subordinate to that talug.
7. I have no doubt that Government intend that medical subordinates

posted at first, it may be, for the advantage of a particular service in a distant
taluq, are intended to give general medical advice and assistance,

8. The Local Fund Board wishing to benefit the people of every taluq either
have supplied or will supply medicines.

9. There is a manifest superfluity in having two medical officers in a small
cusbah town where one can do all thatis. required.

10. We are building new dispensaries the foundations of which have just
been dug, under my personal supervision at Caroor and Erode, The Local Fund
Board with local contributions support the first, and the Erode Munieipality with
a grant from Provincial Funds, the last. Another hospital will shortly be built
at Dharapoorum,

11. At Suttimangalum a deserted Range Office has been made over as an
hospital for which it has been fitted at a small expense by the Local Fund Board

12. At Collegal some adaptation of an unused building has provided a dispen-
sary, and there is a detached pucka shed, which ‘answers every present purpose of
a double-warded hospital.

13. At Bhowany there is a sufficiently commodious room in the Range
Office, formerly a Collector’s residence, for a dispensary, and only a town ward
is requisite for accidents or people brought in from the country for treatment,

14. The only thing now wanting is for Government to declare these locally-
ippointed Hospital Assistants, originally sanctioned because no other medical aid
was at hand, as liable to afford medical aid to all who apply forit. The ailments
neither of the Police nor of the Department of Public Works take up the whole
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
25th February 1874.

I have the honour to mention that, at several Police stations,® the Munici-
palities have recently established dispen-

* Anantapore. - g 4
X saries availing themselves of the services

Munjery.
Ongole of the Police medical officer, and th®
gg:;ﬁ?' general practice in such cases is fop

Government to pay one-fourth, and the

Municipality three-fourths, of the medical officer’s salary, and it would be well for

the Coimbatore Local Fund Board to fall into this way of utilizing the services of
the Police, &e., medical officers. ‘ -

No. 187. . OrpER THEREON, 25th February 1874, No. 311.

The Governor in Council concurs in opinion with the Surgeon-General as to
the course that should be adopted to attain the end desired by the Collector.

(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.

. To the Board of Revenue.
Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department.
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