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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depariment,
13th February 1874.
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No. 120. Proceedings of Government, 13th February 1874, No. 254.

In their Resolution in the Home Department (Public), dated the 11th
September 1871, No. 4202, the Government of India, in reviewing the correspond-
ence on the general question as to the best means of securing the destruction
of noxious animals and poisonous snakes, remarked regarding rewards for the
destruction of wild animals, that—

*“ The system of rewards hitherto in force in all provinces seems to be the most effective
means by which the Government can accelerate the work, and Local Governments and Adminis-
trations are empowered to increase, within the limits of their respective budget allotments, the
rate of the authorized rewards, whenever such a measure is considered desirable ; but rewards
should only be given for killing destructive, and not merely wild, animals ;" and added

‘¢ As regards snakes, it seems to be overlooked by many officers that there is a deep-rooted
prejudice among most natives against killing a snake—a prejudice which nothing but the offer
of a reward will overcome. And as deaths from snake-bite are extremely numerous, the Governor-
General in Council has no doubt that the recent prohibition against the grant of rewards for
killing snakes should be partially withdrawn, and that rewards not exceeding 2 Annas a-head,
as a general rule, should, at the discretion of the Local Governments and Administrations, be
offered for snakes known to be deadly, that is, the cobra, and some other species to be expressly
named. But such rewards should not be offered throughout a whole province, or for an unlimited
period, but in selected districts where the mortality from snake-bite is greatest, and for a period
not exceeding two years. At the end of this period the result of the experiment should be reported
to the Government of India, in order that, if successful, the propriety of extending it may be
considered.”

9 In accordance with the latter clause, this Government, in their Order in
the Revenue Department, dated 19th January 1872, No. 119, sanctioned, experi-
mentally for two years in the districts of Tanjore and Madras, the grant of a
reward of 2 Annas each for every cobra, Bungarus, and Russel’s viper, and in
consequence of the representations of the Inspector-General of Police in his annual
report on accidental deaths for 1871, the experiment was, by Order dated the 29th
May 1872, No. 156, subsequently extended to the districts of Nellore, Bellary,
North Arcot, and Chingleput.

3. In October 1872, the Collector of North Arcot reported that rewards,

: amounting to Rupees 2,814-6-0, had been
Pr,‘jf:fﬁ‘ﬁiﬁeé’fnﬁ"ﬂiﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁl g.%v’e’&‘f {)gg;;rt- disbursed for killing venomous snakes in
that district.

4. In March 1873, the Collector of Nellore reported that Rupees 86,049 had
been paid for rewards in five months, and
in April, that a further sum of Rupees
41,340 were -disbursed, making a total of Rupees 1,27,390 for six months. The
Government upon this directed (in their Order in the Revenue Department, dated
the 28th May 1873, No. 543) that pending further instructions a reward of 1 Anna
each shall be paid for the destruction of cobras only in the districts of Nellore,
Madras, Chingleput, North Arcot, Bellary, and Tanjore.

5. These several orders, passed in the Revenue Department, appear not to
have been communicated to the Financial Department, and the Governor in
Council has discovered now with much surprise that the whole charge for killing
snakes hus been debited by the Accountant-General, without any reference to the
Government in this Department, to Provincial Services.

Proceedings, dated 9th April 1878, No. 404.
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