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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
11th February 1874.
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No. 95. Read the following letter from Surgeon-General E. G. BALFOUR,
Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department, to the Honourable W.
HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St, George, dated
Fort St. George, 18th December 1873, No. 488 :—

In paragraph 5 of G.O., No. 1403, of 1st October 1873, the Right Honourable
the Governor in Council thus observed :—¢ The Rev. Mr. Chester’s Dispensary
maintains its high reputation and appears well deserving of the support given to
it by the Municipality ; the Government would suggest to the Municipality and
Local Fund Board the plan of providing stipends for pupils to be trained for
eventual practice in the district, if Mr. Chester is able and willing to adopt the
system ; his valuable assistance affords a rare opportunity.”

2. Afterreceipt of that Government Order, the Rev. Edward Chester, on
the 27Tth November, addressed to me the letter which I beg to attach, in which he
mentions that he will carry out the wishes of Government, as to a school of medi-
cine, but needs a direct proposition from my office. He mentions that he has an
English school of 150, of whom the highest class is preparing for matriculation ;
and he adds that he could collect at once thirty to fifty intelligent lads with a fair
knowledge of English, who would pledge themselves to remain for three or four
years in a medical school, at Dindigul, in connexion with the dispensary, and give
themselves wholly to the medical work. As the stipanda of these- pupils, iie
proposes Rupees § for first year, Rupees 6 for second year, and Rupees 7 for third
year, and he suggests that, during their three or four years’ course, these pupils shall
have two hours daily of instruction in English, and he thinks that three or four
years passed as above ought to give such lads a fair knowledge of Materia Medica,
Anatomy, Compounding, diagnosing, and prescribing for ordinary cases of disease,
as well as ability to perform all ordinary minor operations. He thinks that these
pupils, after graduating, should remain under probation for one or two years in a
Dindigul Dispensary under his superintendence, and he recommends that a few of
the best graduates shall be transferred to the Madras Medical School. - He further
proposes that ten or twenty boys on Rupees 3 should be selected to form a nursery
for the stipendiary pupils, to be two years in an English school, pledged to join
the medical class. He proposes that text-books shall be loaned while in school,
and sold afterwards to pupils at half rate. He mentions that a Hospital Assistant
or an Apothecary should be detailed to him as his Assistant Professor, and that
diagrams and furniture should be provided. He further suggests that the stipends
allotted in Dindigul to papils should be the same as in other Provincial Schools.

3. I think that in issuing the G.O., No. 1403, of 1873, I correctly apprehend
the object of Government to have been to point to the Rev. Edward Chester’s
Dispensary, at Dindigul, as an institution that could become one of the Provincial
Schools of medicine, the formation of which has been under the consideration of
Government ever since the year 1866, and as one from which could be sent out

medical men capable of attending to those ailments of the people of the country
which imperil life and limb,
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- with an education equal to that n
costs Rupees 500.

7. 1 have the honour to remind the
Council that the Medical Education Committe
Ranking, G. Smith, and Native-Surgeon I
curriculum needed for educating medical
a three years’ curriculum, and my pred
report, proposed to reduce one of the s
mended, and to make it a two years’ cur

ents, whose cost is Rupees
costing Rupees 588, students will be sent out
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(True Extract.)

Right Honourable the Governor in
e of 1869, composed of Surgeons-Major
yasawmy, assembled to report on the
men for the country, recommended only
ecessor, in sending on the Committee’s
ubjects which the Committee had recom-
riculum, and I concur in the opinion then
he present state of this country, an educa-

Chief Secretary.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Dindigul.
,»  Rev. Edward Chester.
,, Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department.

country generally should, at the present time, be directed. In highly-civilized

countries, where personal comfort is a matter of great importance, medical men,
even of the highest fame, are resorted to for every unimportant ordinary disease, and
for every minor surgical affection. But Madras, with its 31,000,000 of population,
has only about 450 educated medical men of all kinds, and life and limb are
constantly being lost, hecause tE® uneducated Vydian and uneducated Hakim, the
potter, the barber, and barber’s wife cannot give sufficient aid. The two years’

Exd, J, Wright,
curriculum, which my predecessor recommended, is amply sufficient for all that is
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