


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
28'h December 1874.

No. 2186. Read the following letter from Major the Hon. E. R. BOURKE,
Postmaster-General, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief
Secretary to Governiment, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 18th December
1874, No. 11,470-4681 i

In reply to G.O., No. 2049, dated 8th December 1874, I have the honor to
state that the mail train is timed to arrive at Coimbatore at 8-20 a.m.; when it is
not late the official correspondence is always delivered before business hours;
it is, therefore, not apparent what is to be gained by making a delivery earlier,
even if such were possible; but I regret to say it is not possible to make a delivery
direct from the train under the existing system of check, The mails must go to the
Post Office first and there be sorted and examined previous to delivery. It is
impossible for me to be aware upon what authority the Collector bases his assertion
that “ boxes containing goods are delivered more than an hour before the letters
which come by the same train.”” Paid goods sent by mail train ean, of course, be
delivered on the arrival of the train, on production of the advice to any one sondmg
for them. Ice and fish, for mstance, are always delivered immediately, But it is
comparatively an easy matter to delivering a few bulky articles to 111&1vxduﬂs
sending their own servants for them to the train where no sorting: and searchmg
is required, and where each individual article is separately invoiced and where the
total number for delivery at any particular station is few, five or six at the most. If
the letter mail for Coimbatore consisted of only five or six covers there would be no
difficulty i in makin o a direct delivery from the train; bat, as it commtg of thousands
of articles, thcse must be taken to the Post Office to be sorted T frtc;tc*red letters
'exammed and ux‘rored in the ‘cmst‘ m, beari nw fu'tml es must be enterod befor
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From the mehm* explanation afforded by y the Postmaster- Greneral it appears
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