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Rates on Houses and Lands—The act

(stimate of Rupees 10,000. Of this sum

inder the previons Act. The revenue derived from this tax in each ye:
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bviously be regarded as taxes, whilst under Miscellaneous items appear, e.g., market and

z § &c., which may be regarded as indirect taxes. They would suggest that the
id be amended so as to distinguish clearly direct from indirect taxes, and to limit

collections were Rupees 10,582, against a

tupees 712 were arrears, Rupees 1,323 were

ion under Section 50 against Ruapees 1,491 in 1872-
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und ms of the Act, from which they were virtually exempted hereto-
v woul t that the Sections of the Act relating to assessment on houses and

demand revision. The increase during the year under report has been chiefly due

se in the rents of house property, consequent perhaps mainly upon the longer

tovernment upon the Hi
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15. Miscellaneous—Market Tolls and Slaughter-houses.~The right of levying these fees
was sold by public auction, the market tolls realizing Rupees 163-13-4, the slaughter-house
Rupees 104-13-4 per mensem. The following is the comparative annual yield : —

1

iy | 1868-69. |

l

| 1869-70. | 1870-71. I 1871-72. | 1872-73. ’ 1873-74.
B |
RS. RS Rs. RS. RS. RS,
Market Tolls | 1,969 } 1,975 2,656 1,481 2,479 2,524
Slaughtering Fees ... ‘3 819 1,570 807 1,454 , 1,459
/

The receipts from the remaining sources are as shown in the margin, and, with exception of

Re

BWOSPIOEI. . | s e GRS ' 10
FRCRIO SoRVONgOrIBg i, .o u i e, ave s DET
Materials 23
i AR e R 1,307
Measores . e R e 24
Dead animals 0w " Taas, Cekh - dia ek ea L e 17
Fines 20
Bundries o NIRRT ey Tha e e P e e 0

poudrette, call for no special remark., The
quantity of poudrette sold was 260 tons against
220 in 1872-73, 213 in 1871-72, and sixty-eight
in 1870-71. The amount realized was rather less
than the Budget Estimate, but this is due to
several bills having been paid after the close of
the year. The value of the quantity sold was

Rapees 1,628, or Rupees 128 in excess of the estimate. This manufacture yielded a net profit on
actual receipts during the year of nearly 900 Rupees quite apart from the general saving in
conservancy which has accrued and will be referred to later.

16. Advances Recovered.—This item refers to advances made to workmen and subse-

quently repaid and adjusted in the accounts.

17. Ezpenditure.—The total charges amounted to Rupees 38,163, distributed as follows -

Grant I.— g
New Works 14,500
o e S S e 3,516
Establishment ... 548
Plant and Tools 846
19,410
Grant II.—
Education ... 713
Grant IIT.—
Sanitation and Medical Services 8,344
Grant IV.—
' Miscellancous 5,098
Grant V.—
Supervision and Management ... 2,947
Refunds s awy 15
Advances Recoverable w1 508
18,753
Total ... 38,163
18. Geraxrt L, New Works—Of the expenditure under Communications Rupees 4,000 were
paid to Captain Morant for the Lake Road
O ERIGUEIONE - & o - - adh e AR T aed 9,!;55{5 work, the balance Rupees 5,455 was expended
iﬁ‘&éﬁllﬁnd m’cm“j‘fo““ 7 ?82)3 partly in breaking up metal for the Lake

Road, which was handed over to the District
B
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Road past Gool Mahomed's shop into the main bazaar was completed. The repairs to other roads
do not demand special notice. Peyton's road to a distance of between four and five hundred yards
was fenced, post and wire, also the roads near the market with post and rail fences. This portion
of the station which was extremely unsightly is gradually becoming neat.

The sum of Rupees 396 was chiefly expended on the repairs of latrines,

24. Establishment,—The expenditure was Rupees 548 ; the Budget allotment Rupees 900.

Eatablishment, Repess 647, This diﬁ"_crcnce is due to the C«.)mmissionexfs

having dispensed with the services of their
Manager in November. A moiety of his salary was debited to this grant. _

25. Plant and Tools.—The Budget allotment was Rupees 100 : the expenditure Rupees 846,
This great increase is owing mainly to the
large purchase of hammers and jumpers, &e.,
&c., made by the Commissioners for the breaking of granite for the Lake and other roads.

26. Grant IL—The first item ought more properly to full under Salary-grants. It

Tools and Plant and Contingencies, Rupees 845.14.0,

consists of seven instalments of the grant of

RS, A, P,
Manioipal Schools* .. .. .. .. .. .. 350 o ¢ Rupees 50 promised to the Brecks’ Memoria)
l%.l.r.-;mms B TR L e i [ 3‘;3 0 g School. The school, however. thou gh under the
tesults-grants : 8 g .
Educational Inspectorate we e w80 0 0 management of Breeks' Memorial Committee,

was not strictly speaking a Municipal School,
but the Committee were anxious pending the opening of the Breeks' Memorial School not to
pnrmit the school opened by the late Chaplain to be closed for want of funds. and on their
epresentation the Commissioners agreed to pay the promised contribution.
The salary-grant of Rupees 330 was paid to the Church Mission Anglo-Vernacular School
The working of this school has been on the whole s satisfactory, and itis understood that the Educa-
tional Officers consider the institution well entitled to the aid it receives : but the Ingpector’s lass
annual report is not yet before the Commissioners. The aver age attendance was seventy-one
against seventy-two in 1872-73. The small entry under results- grant was the sum pgid to the
Committee of the Native Girls' School, a school however since closed, a school for European and
Earasian girls having taken its place under the management of the Chaplain,
27. Geawr III.—Sunitation and Medical Services.—The total expenditure under this
728, and an expenditure of

grant was Rupees 8,345 against a Budget Estimate of Rupees 5,
Rupees 9,051 in 1872-73. The excess in expen-

RS
ARIPERSRIE (A s s S e s L e Q"“ diture is under Conservancy, asexplained below.
Va 100 ... ves  emp  @mw' | sse. wah | e8s  sda L4
Registration uf'Bx. bs and Deaths ... ., . - 134 28. f[rmp(lel —The contribution of Ru-
r " 407
',»,l\a"b&lu\“. . . - . T 49;

pees 500 under G.0., 10th October 1871,
No. 543, Financial Department, was paid to Government. This institution is entirely independent
Municipal authority. The number of patients treated is shown in the statement appended.

1t shows & considerable falling off in last year.
29. FVaccination.—The total number of persons vaccinated was 742 against 597 and 515 in
1872-73, 1871-72, respectiv rely.

Fstablishment e s Ve ame e ‘-"TN Taking the population at 10,086 this would
St R 2 ghow that 7-35 per cent, had undergone vaceina-
i wgaingt six per cent. last year. The ratio of vaccinations to births w ately 1:2
or if vaccinations over as well as under one year are taken together, 1'0°6. It was pointed
+ that the Mussulman popul though the vaceinator iz of thisrace, seem
to vageination. No improvement has taken plac this re
The ratio to births is as follows : —
European and Eurasian.. 1:1-3
o Tl PN A S SRR T | e R s el S 1:2 8
SEGNERITLIN e SES i o L AR s st 1:84

[his is the more to be regretted, as the mwore respectable j o:tion of the population is Mussulman
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80 a8 to accord with the requirements of each locality and the general landscape. The trees
planted by the Commissioners have been principally Cupressus, Macrocarpa, and Lawsoniana,
Willows of kinds, Gravillea robusta, a few oaks and Spanish chesnuts.

34. Loan —The Commissioners take this opportunity of thanking the Government for their
liberality in cancelling the balance of loan. The first instalment for the year only was paid.

35. Water-courac.—During the year the northern supply channel was taken over by the
Commissioners and works satisfactorily. This involved the entertainment of an extra establish-
ment which had not been provided for. The bazaar is now well supplied with drinking water.
The water has to pass through large filters before use. This is specially necessary, as the water
passes along an open channel and thus in some places is contaminated. The water has been laid
on to the slanghter-houses. Two branch channels were opened in the year, one down the telegraph
hill, the other down the hill below the hospital. The task of thoroughly distributing the water
18 still before the Commissioners. During the coming year 1875-76, it is hoped that the branch
channel to Sylk's Hotel may be completed and opened for use.

36. Farm.—The expenditure on the grass farm was incurred towards the close of the year.
The land had to be drained and trenched. The present year will show how far the experiment is
likely to prove a success. The project will receive later a special report. The surplus water of
the northern supply channel is utilized for irrigation.

37. Graxr V., Office.—The saving in establishment was due to the dismissal of the Mana-
ger in November for inefficiency The Commis-
: 8.  gioners are at present endeavouring to manage
Betabilatarmnk.| "L, 5o seate T L TR e 1,920 ! 3 . i )
Contingencies '+, .. ... w . w .. .. 549 theiraffairswithout the help of a special officer,
and do not contemplate any change until their
finances justify the step. The charge for establishment had been long felt as quite out of propor-
tion to their income. The item for contingencies includes the payment of fees to the Auditors,
and also payment of a fee to Mr. T. G, Davis for superintending the introduction of certain
changes in the accounts and books of the office.

The following were the changes in the Commission in the year :—Mr. D. Eduljee Sooliman
Sait and Rev. A. James were appointed to the Commission ; the last named has since left the
station; the Commission has also lost one of its oldest members by the death of Mr. H. R, Dawson.

38. Auditor's Report.—The work of Auditor was very efficiently performed by Mr. T. G.
Davis. In spite of the clerical errors noticed by the Auditor, the book-keeping of the office is no
doubt greatly improved, and yet the Commissioners had not the advantage of an experienced
Accountant. The errors and omissions pointed out by the Auditor have all been carefully examined
and satisfactorily explained. The several suggestions made by the Auditor have been attended to.

39. Statements.—It will berobserved that Statement II-B* does not agree with the actual
expenditure under Establishments. This is due

to the fact that changes were made during the
year in the establishments, both as to personnel and rates of pay ; fines also have been deducted.

® Column 3.

40. Health.—The health of the station during the year was good as evidenced by the reports
of the Medical Officers appended. Towards the close of the year, however, there oceurred some
cases of small-pox. The vaccination return shows, however, that the Commissioners did their best
to prevent the spread of the infection. There is little doubt that some more efficient check ia
required in cases of the outbreak of this disease. It is doubtful whether the evil can be met under
the present Act.

41. Incidence of Taration.—A statement is appended showing the incidence of taxation,
but apart from the facts mentioned in paragraph 10 it is clear the changing population renders
it almost impossible to calculate the incidence correctly, for the basis of calculation is the
Census returns, a fixed quantity.

Cc
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Honorary Secretary’s report, it appears that, without any material enhancement
of the rate or number of the taxes, there was an increase under * Rates and
Taxes " of Rupees 3,091 over the receipts of the previous year, and of Rupees 835 in
the income from Miscellaneous sources, results indicative of increasing prosperity
in the town, as well as of satisfactory municipal management. In paragraph 8 of
the report, the Commissioners suggest certain amendments in the classification
prescribed for the Budget Statements, but the Government are not disposed to
adopt their recommendations. As a general rule the bulk of the proceeds from
fines are the result of prosecutions for failure to pay the Profession-tax and are,
therefore, legitimately classed under * Rates and Taxes,” while on the other hand
¢ Rents of Municipal Markets”” and ¢ Fees for the use of the Municipal Slaughter.
house,” are not even indirectly of the nature of taxation, unless the charge imposed
is in excess of the amount which would be required for equally suitable accomme-
dation provided by other agency. According to the prescribed statements fces
for licenses for private slaughter-houses appear under ¢“ Rates and Taxes, (/) Fees.”
The Commissioners also point out that, in their opinion, the Sections of the Act
relating to assessment on houses and lands urgently demand revision, but a more
definite statement of the objections found in the working of the Act, as it at present
stands, is necessary before the matter can be taken into consideration. i

3. The expenditure of the year amounted to Rupees 38,163 against an esti-
mate of Rupees 23,700, the increase being a result of the increased assets available.
The outlay on New Works included the assignment by Government on account of
the Lake Iiuad, which has already formed the subject of a separate report. Under :
“ Sanitary and Miscellaneous,” a market latrine and bullock-shed were the most :
important works carried out during the year. Under Educational—Public Works—
an entry of Rupees 1,000 appears as a contribution towards the building of the
Breeks' Memorial School, and a sum of Rupees 350, shown in the accounts as
expended on the establishment of a Municipal School, is explained to be the result of
a temporary arrangement pending the opening of the Memorial School. A salary-
grant of Rupees 330 was made to the Church Mission Anglo-Vernacular School.

o o il

4. A statement showing the attendance at the Dispensary is appended to the
report, but no explanation is offered of the falling off in the admissions.

5. In submitting the Budget for 1873-T4 the Commissioners anticipated a
considerable saving in the expenditure on Conservancy and made a reduced provi-
sion accordingly, but from various causes, which are satisfactorily explained in the
report, it was impossible to effect the full saving within the year, and the outlay
amounted to Rupees 7,497 against an estimate of Rupees 6,028. Toset against this,
however, there was a net profit of Rupees 900 realized by the sale of poudrette.

6. It is satisfactory that a beginning has been made towards the lighting of
the town, and the Government trust that the Commissioners will find no difficulty
in extending their efforts in that direction. The remarks regarding the water
supply of the town are satisfactory.

7. 1t is observed that the error and omissions pointed out by the Auditor are
sorted to have been carefully examined and satisfactorily explained, and that

.
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