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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
9th February 1874,

.

No. 66, Read the following letter from W, McQUHAE, Esq., President of the
Municipal Commission, Madura, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Ghief
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madura, 29th January
1874, No. 7 :—

With reference to paragraph 3 of ¥ lotter, No, 1, dated 16th January, and
paragraph 8 of the Budget Report of the Madura Muniei piiﬁ‘()o‘ﬁ‘ﬁmissioners which
accompanied it, I have the honour to submit, for the favourable consideration of
Government, a letter ‘from the Vice-President of the Madura Municipality, dated

27th January 1874,

2. The Commissioners say that they cannot improve their drainage and water-
supply without professional assistance, and that they eannot obtain such assistance
for themselves. It appears to me that severa] Municipalities might easily join in
paying the cost of such professional assistance as is necessary, and I see no difficulty
in carrying out the proposal of the Madura Commissioners if it meets with the

approval of Government.

——

From F. A. NICHOLSON, Esq., Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Madura, to
W. McQUHAE, Esq., President of the Munieipal Commission, Madura, dated Madara,
27th January 1874, No. 18.

I have the honour to bring to your notice the fact of a sum of Rupees 5,000 having been get

apart in the budget of 1874-75 for the purpose
Wn*er-aupp]y and drainage of Maduora. oL VA prvilostviag advive vn ohe subiject

of the water-supply and drainage of the town of Madura,

2. ByResolutionIL. of 1874, a copy of which is herewith sent, the Commissioners have requested
me to forward this letter to you'with a view to
“Aid of Government requested, obtaining the aid of Government on the matter,
3. Youareaware that this large town is supplied with water from wells, tanks, and the rivar.
bed. The wells are simply surface wells dug in
the upper soil of an ancient town, which by the
Wells are surface wells and foul ; close to public drains and accumulation of rubbish of centuries has been
private privies ; water bad. raised considerably above its original level.
There are few wells where the water is not saltish, and these are in the suburbs by the edges of
tanks and channels. The other wells of the town are within two or three feet of the town drains
which are notoriously imperfect. Private wellg are usually still worse situated, being in backyards
often within a few feet of a cesspool privy, of which there are thousands in the town.

Present water-supply,

4. The tanks within the town are simply large wells, the water of which is never renewed
except by the rain water which washes out the
streets, and which is used for bathing, washing
clothes, &c,

5. Theriver-bed water would be good if there were more of it, and if the bed were not habit-
ually defiled by being used as g latrine, and if

iver water scanty in quantity and defiled by cloth wash. 5
nli'ng ol By, and 1 st LY dled .the wa,te.x channels were not also used for wagh-
ing, dyeing clothes, &e,

Tanks are large wells,

6. The water-supply of the town is, therefore, deficient in quality, while its quantity is scanty,
good water being brought round in barrels (and in some instances from distances of several miles)
(Thiruparangundram, &ec.) ; nor is there any surplus water for flushing drains, watering streets




Madras Government, Financial Department,

Proceedings of the
; th February 1874,

¥ ancient, rectangular, ill-made, and worse
levelled masonry cesspools which employ 72
drain cleaners (at Rupees 6 each Per mensem)
They are simply g nuisance productive of horribl o
smells and swarms of insects, and are doubtless
?’;‘.’fé‘féi‘,"‘ °f nawholesome effavia which DU iy most destructive to health since they run at the
foot of the pyals where people habitually sleep,
he chief means of house ventilation. If putrid

that our drains call for i i
portance of these matters, and have accumulated
. a sum of about Rupees 30,000 for beginning the

Gtﬁ;oerament, the Saniiary Commissioner, &e., have urged

ommissioners to remedy the Present evilg, work. Government have also repeatedly urged

Drains imperfect, badly levelled, and without outfal].

" to look after them and ill repay the labour,

and alongside the dgors and
Sewer exhalations are injurio
The Commissioners have lon

windows which are t
us to life, it follows
g been alive to the im

The problem de
ani

: College of Madras,
mands the attention of an officer versed in
the latess § tary science

_ » 40 ofan experienoy pos. Called a drainage scheme, Tbat_ expenen.ce

sible, both European and Indian, shows that to such a work only a skilled Eng]n.
eer would do j ustice, and the Commissioners

herefore, set apart Rupees 5,000 for obtainin

Co

; >, 8 the advice of such gy officer. With the funds
at ﬂ}e minissioner's disposal it ig clearly impossible for them to get out from England a Sanitary
Engincer whose opinion would pe thorough]y reliable

services of g skilled En;ﬁneer who would proceed
» _ from one town to another elaborating i vawi
Governmant requested to aid {he Commissioners jn obtain

: one & Bystem suited to itg circumstances, Thay,
> df fands f

dovising & scheme, L A b therefore, seek theaidof Government, and requesf

that ifit be possible the services of a skilled and

by an executiye officer to be appointed for the
purpose.

8. Although the Commissioners haye at present no cdoperation from other Municipalities,
it is respectfully suggested that were several
Buggesting {hat other Municipalities might be invited to

Join in hiring a competent Enginger, arge towns to join in obtaimng the services of

Six large towng Jjoining in thjs way
this country for, say threo yoars; J “ald - claboy- g systems for all the six
towns which would pay a share Proportion. ¢, the time occupied b them respectively. The
Commissioners would be glad to have the opin.on of Government g ¢, wheth

of any value. The chief difficulty appegrs ¢4 the fact that no Engineer of
experience and at the same time versed ip nativ

e habits anq customs might he obtainable,
9. The Commissioners haye submitted this whole matter to Gove

that, not only will the
The aid of Government requested ia the Way of advice ang :
of a loan for Years.

Bving ~1: Yopericd he

on the security of, say,

might very well make i worth whilo for an Engineer to visit

er this suggestion ig

B i e b S S G —

3

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

9th February 1874,

———.

Exrract from the Proceedings of the Madura Municipal Meeting held on the 7th January 1874,

* *

ice-President for submission to Government as to obtain-

- Read letter prepared by the Vice Prem' :
ing tlIxIe pa,ide services of an Engineer for elaborating a system for the water-supply and drainage
of the town.

Resolved that the Commissioners approve of the letter submitted to them, and desire that it
be forwarded to the President for transmission to Government.

* J5
»

————————

No. 67 OrDER THEREON, 9th February 1874, No. 209.

The Governor in Council desires to know Wwhy the services of the District
Engineer cannot be obtained.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Madura.
'.. Public Works Department.

Exd. J. Wright.

bl
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