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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
Oth December 1874.

No. 98. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 23rd
October 1874, No. 3084 :—

Read the following letter from J. H. GARSTIN, Esq, President of the Local Fand Boards,
Sonth Arcot District, to J. GROSE, Eaq, Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Pondicherry, 24th August 1874, No. 78:— X

At the request of the Virdachellam Local Fund Board, embodied in the resolution of which

I enclose a copy, I have the honor to forward a eopy of the Vige-President’s letter of the 30th
June last. No. 75, and, in forwarding it, I must express my ‘regret that, though it reached me on
the 3rd July, it has not yet been forwarded. The cause of the delay was an attsck of illucss
which prevented me from attending to my official duties for nearly three weeks, and since then,
owing to changes in my office establishment, the paper was lost sight of.

9. The Vice-President shows good reason in his letter for complaint on the part of the

Virdachellam Board that the allotments for expenditure in that Circle are not nearly expended

during the year for which made.
3 1 have acted on his suggestion in paragraph 2 and addressed the Distriet Engineer and

sted him to send in to me, by the end of November, a list of the sums which cannot be spent
within the official year, so as to admit of increased expenditure on sanctioned works and of

increased establishments being ‘entertained.

4. The manner in which twenty per cent. of the whole allotment for repairs during 1873-74
was brought to account as expenditure during the last month of the year is a matter which
requires attention, and I shall bring it to the District Engineer's notice with a view to such s
procedare being avoided in future, while the complaints of the delay in the submission of
estimates appeared to be but too well-grounded. No doubt the explanation in great measure is
that the department was so short-handed that delay was inevitable, but this only proves the
neoessity for increasing the establishment.

5. Lastly, with respect to the remarks in paragraph 16 of the Vice-President’s letter, the
only information which the Boards get of how their money is being expended by the Department
of Public Works is contained in the abstracts of the Progress Reports submitted in accordancs
with Rule 79 of the Local Fund Rales. One copy of each Progress Report is sent to the Presi-
dent's Ofice from each Range, from which the abstracts are prepared and laid before the Local
Fund Boards, but the information given in them is not sufficiently detailed to enable any chesk
on expenditure to be exercised by the Local Fund Boards. As to contracts, none are ever sent
to either Board for approval, and the explanation is perhaps to be found in the following extract
from a letter from the District Engineer, in reply fo one from me on the subjeet :—
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Proceedings ‘of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
Oth December 1874,

unable to spend the money, the President might be authorized to employ ** Other Agency, "' which,
however, it is very difficult to improvise at a moment's notice.
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3. In item No. 2, only 2,753 Rupees were spent out of an allotment of Rupees 5,900 voted
on the 28th September 1872 on Colonel Foord's recommendation. The District Engineer submitted
the estimates to the Local Fund Board on the 2nd August 1873, and they were passed on the 11th
idem, submitted by the President on the 13th idem, by the Board of Revenue on the 15th
October, and sanctioned by Government on the 24th November.

4. Now there was no delay with us ; within twelve days of the District Engineer submitting the
estimates they were passed by the Loeal Fund Board and submitted to the Revenue Board by the
President. The great delay was with the Distriet Pablic Works Department, who, after ten months’
delay, sent the estimate with an addition of Rupees 75 to Colonel Foord's recommendation.

5. In item No. 3, only Rupees 2,012 were spent out of an allotment of Rupees 5,000. This
money was voted in September 1872, and the estimate came and went with that of item No. 2;
but in this case the estimate probably had to be entirely framed after the Board made the sllot-
ment in September. T think, however, there should have been more money expended in the four
working months after sanction was received. The small expenditure in April (Rapees 145) forbida
the supposition that any considerable amount of work was done within the year which was not
paid for,

6. Initem No. 4, only Rupees 992 out of 3,500 were expended ; there was, I believe, some
difficulty about the site. On the 26th February, thirty-three days before the close of the official
year, the District Engineer addressed the Board for vhe first time about the site. The plan and
estimate were sanctioned by Government on the 8th November 1873.

7. Initem No. 5, only 1,016 Rupees out of Rupees 5,480 were spent. Onthe 20th June
1872 the Local Fund Board allotted 4,000 Rupees for this work. A plan and estimate were sane-
tioned by Government in the Financial Department on the 30th July 1873, thirteen months after
the first grant. This sanction was suspended by an order in the Public Works Department of the
21st August, and the revised plan and estimate were finally sanctioned on the 13th March 1874,
nearly twenty-one months after the Board allotted funds for the work.

8. In item No. 8, sanctioned by Government on the 8th November 1873, 1,803 Rupees were
spent out of 3,500. Again, the late sanction is the cause of the short expenditure ; but upwards of
thirteen months elapsed between the date of the Board’s allotting funds and the date of sanction,
and this in the matter of a little choultry costing 6,400 Rupees.

9. Initem No. 7, thesum of Rupees 2,300 was voted by the Board on Colonel Foord'srecom-
mendation in September 1872 ; an estimate for Rupees 2,100 and plan were sanctioned by the
Board of Revenue in September 1873, just a year afterwards. Now we are promised a revised
estimate, and tol@ that materials are being collected; but I submit that in a small matter of bridging,
at a cost of & couple of thousand rupees, alittle stream which carries away the surface drainage of
the high land for a mile or o round, a revised estimate ought not to be necessary ; the raquired
waterway should be easily ascertainable, and as ten months elapsed (September 28th, 1872,
to August 2nd, 1873) between the date of allotment and the date of the submission of the plan and
estimate by the District Engineer, the Board have a right to complain that the plan which was
submitted is so faulty that it cannot be acted on.

10. With regard to the short expenditure on the Virdachellam Dispensary and. -Mangalam
Choultry, I would ask your attention to the District Engineer’s memorandum, No. 1303, of the
2ad February :—** The Local Fund Overseer does not seem to know what this year's allotments are
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 these contracts should be forwarded to the Local Fund Boards. It appears that in South &

nent employ suppliers without requiring them to execute any 'l ; ‘; ~' ’ ‘
4. The oxpegiwofmadimg the Public Works Establishment in South

the Public Works Dep

gented in the papers recorded with Board's Proceedings, dated 8th September 1873. No. 1,77 -

(not yet disposed of by Government), and G.0., dated 28th April 1874, No. 716. It is n
doubt under consideration. ‘
5. The District Engineer should certainly inform the President from time to time of the
amount of allotments which he cannot expend during the year. This is always done with regard
to Imperial and Provincial allotments. He should also take care that payment for work done is
not needlessly deferred. e
" 6. The Board do mot think it would be safe to give the Loeal Fund Board the m
to reallot funds and entertain estsbhshmmtl on their own authority, which is pmpmd by
Mr. Lister.
7. Mr. Garstin's observations on the subject of contracts are reasonable, a.ndthe Board
think the District Engineer should be required to act in accordance with them. A form of
contract prepared by the Government Solicitor has lately been circulated to all Preauienh of Local
Fund Boards. It is not “simple” in the sense of being short, but the Board are convinced it
thfalybemtdnhorter, and as the forms are to be kept in print this will not matter.

(True Copies and Extract.)
(Signed)  J. GROSE,
Secretary.
m_
No. 99. O=rDER THEREON, 9th Dscember 1874, No. 2063.

The expadiency of increasing the Public Works Establishment in South Areot,
and the questions raised regarding contracts, will receive early consideration in the

Public Works Department.
9. The views expressed by the Board of Revenue in paragraphs 5 and 6 of

their Proceedings are approved.
(True Extract.)
D. F, CARMICHAEL,
Acting Chicf Secretarys

To the Board of Revenus,
Public Works Departments

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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