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Read the following papers i—

No. 75. From A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to the
Hon. D. ¥. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort St. George, dated Coimbatore, 21st November 1874, No. 100,

I have the honor to bring to the notice of Government the inconvenience which
arises from there being no Post Office at the Railway Station of Coimbatore so
that the letter bags are taken about half a mile backwards and forwards by runners
to a Post Office before being opened.

2. At least an hour is lost in delivery by this cause. The chief mercantile
and official community all live on thé east of the line, while the bags are taken half
a mile to the west because that happened to be convenient before the railway
reached the town. Now boxes containing goods are delivered more than an hour
before the letters which come by the same train.

3. There is an excellent site close to my office for the Post Office, which will
then be in a most central pesition and earlier delivery will thus be effected in
every direction.

4. I haveaddressed the Postmaster-General on this subject without success.

Referred to the Postmaster-General, Madras, for his report.

Fort St. GEORGE, (Signed) D. F. CARMICHAEL,
24th November 1874. Acting Chief Secretary.

From Majos ,
Hon. D. F. CARMIOHAKL, Aecting Chief Secretar
Fort St. George, dited Madras, 28t ember 1874, No. 10,

In reply to your endorsement, dated 24th November 1874, on the Collector of
Coimbatore’s proposal to build a new Post Office close to his office at Coimbatore,
1 would beg to say that the matter has already been fully considered by me, I find
that while a good many of the Europeans live to the east of the railway the
rest of the population live to the west of it; that while the present situation of the
Post Office is most central—in the eentre of the native town—it is doubtless not as
convenient to the Europeans as if situated where the Collector suggests.

2. Iwould, however, point out that it is usual to fix the site of the Post Office
in the centre of trade and where there is the largest population and where the
convenience of the general public is best suited, where letters can be most
conveniently registered and inquiries made.

3. There cannot, I fancy, be a doubt that, for ull purposes of trade and general
convenience of the majority, the present position of the Post Office at Coimbatore
cannot be improved.

4. 1 would, however, remark that the Collector is seriously in error when he
states that ‘“at least an hour is lost in delivery by this cause.” The mails are
carried by runners from the Railway Station to the Post Office, which occupies not
more than eight minutes. As soon as the letters are sorted they are immediately
delivered to the delivery peons and private peons, who take them out for delivery,
the whole being made usually from one to one and-a-half hours after the arrival of
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