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fead the following papers:—
2. To Hris EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR 1x COUNCIL,
Fort St. George.

r Lorpsurp,— We, the s nhabitants of Sawmy Naidoo's Street,

:\Y().

MAy 1T PLEASE YOU
Chintadrepettah, beg to represent the extreme inconvenience and danger we are

cxpos‘_-d to by the circumstance of two lines having been constructed in our street,

which is not broad enough to permit at one time more than two carriages to pass

abreast.
9. 'This street ¢
cut to the latter from Vepery and other places. It contains the houses of many

sidents of this suburb, who are owners of carriages, which

onnects Chintadrepettah with the Mount Road, and is a short

of the respectable re
must pass upon the granite and iron of which the tramway is composed
Immense mischief is done to the wheels of our carriages, pm'tic*ularly to their tires
which not only wear away fast but become loose and fall off. We would have
objected strongly to the construction of the tramway in our street at the very
commencement had we any notice of their intended operations. Until the
excavatiéns were RU‘TU'?LH'\; (':mnmenu-‘l we were in utter ignorance that our street
would be thus owcup‘.ed entirely by tae tramway.
Q m “"l" 2 n.‘l‘(i"\"' » £ . . k i ; :

; ];. 1 ]ll(,r(,;h m‘)thulp' yint of \1}\\ fmxz‘l \\lh'tclll, if your Lordship looks, you will
olearly see the danger aut inconvenience of whichwe com lai Jow smberi
that there 1s no room for inhabitants’ i st g
¢ ' 18 F P o tants Ct ao 3t e ’ 1 i

h Ak 1habi J; g carriages to stand bey ond the ground
S OVeTOL A7 8 v AV, 8 ) se e are e e - . Y P,
covered with tu, lllnf\ ay ] su] Pm( .t Jore are two tramway carriages running ii
the same or different directions in this street as they often do, where are the private
carriages to take shelter. They must oither be run over or turn back and proceed
as fast as possible until they could find a lane to turn off. At nights the danger is
ninent and likely to give rise to many accidents, not only among carriages

LY " - D o o o iy

more 1mi
During the short time that the tramway has been opened

but foot-passengers also. I
to the public and even before it there have been nearly half-a-dozen accidents, of
which one was attended with the loss of human life.  Carts were upset and carriages
damaged, bub the owners being ignorant as to how to act, have not come forward
ainst the Company. There is not at all enough of light in

to prefer charges ag
ghted inside seems to be kept there

these tramway carriages, and the lamp that is 1i
for the benefit of the passengers inside the carriages, and not at all to serve as a
warning to carriages driving on the road. According’ to the well-known maxim
ho kecps a dangerous thing 1n his 1)(;ssession must use the greatest

of law, he W
care because he is amenable to law for very slight negligence. Carts coming from

the interior laden with fir
houses fo unload their contents. Now, in consequence of this tramway these carts
street, and we are obliged to go in soarch of them and are put

ewood, straw, &e., for sale at Madras have to stay at our

do not come to our

to greab trouble in consequence.
4. . We, therefore, pray that your Exeellency will take this humble memorial

ahlo and mature con tdoration, and pass such orders as your Lord-

into vour favor
s proper ander the ¢ reumstances of the case.
1.é4+w Lonnd al 11 R S T

(Signcd) B. RS MASAWMY NAIDOO,
and others.

hip may cou sider mo
5, We, the memorialists,

C'HINTADREPETTAIL

98th August 1874,
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To' tae Rigar Hox. THE GOVERNOR 18 COUNCIL.

1’1.‘} [ u\l:. I,', orge.

No. 273.

Mahazarnamah from the inhabitants of
Madras, residing in China Bazaar Street,
Black Town, Madras.

ners most humbly beg to Lring to the
nce of the deatu of a mule child aged four
y carriage over the bo ly of the said child, in the
on the Tth instant, close to Byragee Mattam in a

. Humsry SroweTH,—That the petitio
notice of Government a deplorable occurre
years, by the run of a tramwa

morning, at half-past 8 o’clock

* Footpath is not provided for t‘l‘i"“."'I"’l’”!“t"‘l part of the street®

street, 0 the said

where cross strects pass and where the

’ carriage shoul uve passed ith less
speed. Had this been the case dhnetpac: o R i

rences of the kind.
2. This sad event as well as the
mind as forebodings of such future

there would have been less opportunity for occur-

Previous one at Triplicane stirs the publie

Bt B prevant ¢ ‘"llll(!ky events, unless measures are adopted at
to as AT - :
I » 48 1ar a8 practicable, the recurrence of such calamitous accidents.

Schoji d;l::’: t:‘:::"&g‘:l‘;::? Z}f the‘ China Bazaar S-trvet from the- Patcheappal’s
T I ate 18 not at all a suitable road fur the use of the
e ):m Zues dt.)l‘ several reasons, Wunt of sufficient width to allow foot-
E:'\ibli an;utl O‘I; lnary "G.}nclcs to clcar. way before the gigantic tramway
et s l(i(l Poplllﬂh«.)n are the principal ones. There are more than
Th.;m. iy udfl' .alnes t):rosmng .the 'str.eet in question from the points named.
e p "“i‘l“ water-fountain within g yard and a-quarter from the tramway
(deu,f s (llirmfllj)l:_::;eunmlnbor of fcmnle.s, girls and boys of under age and men
quently resort, crossing the tramway line to draw water, the

r available there now. Moreover, frequent crossing

to the existing wells adjaceiit to the line to fotch
en found to run at an interval of fifteen minutes,
ty of the foot passers by. Personal

tnspection of the spot in question will convince the Government of the truth of

the statement herein made,

4. m .
The Tramway Conlpany are boull(l, both morally and ,c‘gu”\‘, to do all

It ia beyond doulit

(.:h accidents cannot bo reduced to nullity, but it can 1o mado

. 12 tanzible
rge with referenco to aecidents resulting tro; the
among other things. The only measure which

opted without delay and di* ulty for the present, as

3 oA ‘anrare at some distance
- Y done with other « .rriages. swrticularly in th
streets thickly peopled., such as the Black Town Strecs, g)ix,}; A Ul:\mly ';\n. t -
cane, &e., through which the tramway carriages run ¢ (i, ner pettab, Tripli-

5. Moreover the tramwa i B

' Y carriage should be jrovided vis D li

. E 5 - Wit pro t
particularly in dark nights, The present numbes of lamtesns i (i:":.r .f,l:;:.

.

benefit on the public at Ia
tramway carriage rnnninig
suggests itself and fit to be ad
aremedy against accidents, i
before the carriage, as is usuall

b @

—y igiadic.
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X
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ficient. The greatest inconvenience as well ag fear is felt by the residents 6f that
part of China Bazaar Street, the seene of the present occurrence, more especially
as the residents in course of their ordinar): business are under great .necessity of
frequently crossing the line which is put in front of their houses and places of
business, &e. Every minute of delay in the suggested amendment of the present
mode of procedureis fraught with danger of men being crushed under the tramway
carriages in either direction, 0

6. This mahazarnamah is submitted on the principle that prevention is
better than cure.” ]

As in duty bound petitioners shall ever pray. ,
(Sigued) P. M. GEEYER NAIDOO,

and others.

Mapras,
15th September 1874.

Referred to the Commissioner of Police for report in communication with the
President of the Municipal Commission.
O0TACAMUND,
18¢h September 1874.

(Signed)  J. STURROCK,

Acting Under Seey. to Govi.

~————

No. 274. From Li¢utenant-Colonel W. O. SWANSTON, Acting Commissioner
of Police, to the Hon. D. F. CA RMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to

Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 3rd October 187 4, No. 67.

I have the honor, in returning the two petitions—one from certain inhabitants
of the China Bazaar Street, and the other from certain inhabitants of Sawmy Naidoo’s
Street, Chintadrepettah—to make the following report.

2. In the first petition the writers bring to notice two deaths caused by the
tram car running over in one instance a child, in another, 3 boy.

- 3. With regard to the first one-—~the death of the child in Choolay—the follow-
ing are the circumstances:—About 9 4.M. on 7th September 1874, a tramway car
was being driven from Town to Choolay ; as it neared biragee Mantapum, a narrow
part of the bazsar road, alittle child, some 4ree or four years of age, ran out of a side
lane into the tram line, and before the brake could be applied, the child was knocked
down and ran over.  No blame seems to attach to the driver or brakeman ; the
same accident might have happened from a common horse conyeyance passing
down the street. The second death alluded to is that of a boy in Triplicane, and
happened in this way. The terminus of the tramway in the Triplicane direction is
at the end of Triplicane High Road, and there, when not being used, the cars stand
on a single line. On 10th August 1874, at about 11 A, one of the cars was being
dragged by some men and boys down the single line on to the deubls line, when

~ one of the boys pulling the pole of the car slipped and fell, and before the car

could be stopped, it passed over and killed him.  We may, therefore, dismiss the
second accident.

4. As to the first, although a little child running suddenly from a bye-lane
into a street, where ordinary conveyances are passing along rapidly, has a great
chance of being run over, still with ordinary care the driver of such conveyance
can generally pull up before any fatal accident occurs ; this of course is not possible
with the tramway cars, and I cannot help thinking that in laying down the line




o o

PI‘O(‘L’(’C[I'H{/-\' ,”_ff/l(’ “}Im//‘r/\‘ (_r‘ul'«‘l'/uuru{, ]"{n.-lm ."cll Dc’}l(ll‘hllt'll/.
20¢th October 1874.

for the tramway, sufficient care has not been had either for the cmnfur.t or .sufcty
of the general public. I have been along the line from its terminus in Vepery
High Road to the terminus at Royapooram, and I find that from its starting P"f“‘
in Vepery to opposite Patcheappah's School it is a single line, here it joins the lm.o
fram Triplicane which is a double line, A

9. All along the Vepery High Road to the People’s Park the road is very
narrow ; sometimes the rails run along one side of the street within three or :f"“’
feet of the doors of the houses, sometimes on the other side ; this they are obliged
to do, as the street is too narrow for the rails to be laid in the centre of the ,,t.reet:
From the end of Vepery High Road where it comes to the People’s Park, "““":l _l’)
the Elephant Bridge, as far as China Bazaar Street, there is ample room. China
Bazaar Street again is very narrow. I give a few measurements near the spot
where the child was run over. From the door of deceased’s house up the 11}!!0 to
the tram line thirty-four feet eight inches., From line to door of house in the
narrowest part of the road, nine feet; thisis close to where the child was kl’“t“l'
From the fountain alluded to in the petition to therails of the line, six foet. F l;l:m
the postal pillar near Mint Street to the rail of the line, ten feet five inclws.. I'he
width of the narrowest part of China Bazaar Strect isonly seventeen feet six mf‘vh(‘&
The width between the rails on the line is three feet eight inches, but the carnages
are seven feet three inches, so that there is very little room to spare, and opposite
the fountain before alluded to, it is not possible for any conveyance to pass on
the side of the road when the tram car is passing, so that all conveyances proceed-
ing on that road near the fountain are obliged to pull up when they sce 8 car
coming and wait till it passes. i

6. With regard to the second petition from residents of (,‘lnintm!rcpvtmh.‘ i I.u'}‘
object, first, to the whole of the street known as ““ Sawmy Naidoo’s Street” bang
taken up by the rails of the tramway, and stafe that they suffer great damage 10
the wear and tear of the wheels of their conyeyanees.

Secondly;—'l‘hey complain of the danger and inconvenience supposing that
two tram cars are goiq& along the street at the same time.

Thirdly.~That there is not enough lights oatside the cars. 1have been along
this line also from Royapooram 4o the end of Triplicane High Road, it is a double
line all the way, except a couple of hundved yards at the terminus in Triplicane.

7. With regard to the first cause of complaint, viz., that the whole of Sawmy

Naidoo’s Street is taken up by the railg, T beg to attach a rough sketch I have had
made, showing thebroad"fsop;‘ the iro

from which it will be seenstha petitioners hiave a very fair cause of complaint.

The following figures yill Speakor themaclyes : —

-:“ ! . In,
Fro(;nltido-‘ﬂr to'rart el o el SEAE S DN g ;
Width between rafla, . bl SRS B
Do.| do. two ligies of'r 5 : 6 2
Do. do. rails of geeond line ... <, 3 8
From rail fo drain .,, ... ... : 3 6
; : : Total width of street .. 20 7
Width of the pavement of stones on which two sots of raile are laid st
five foet cight inches ... . I 4
Actual road left to the public .., . 9 3

o bridqe to the end of Sawmy Naidoo'’s Street,

A A I P A SN P P %
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It «o ot possible to go along this street in a wheeled conveyance without running on
the tramway for the greater part of the way, and I can easily fancy that the wheels
and springs of carriages woull nut be improved by so doing.

8. With reference to th. . -;ond complaint, it of course is evident that if ever
it does happen that two tram ...y cars meet great inconvenience would be cansed
to any other conveyance. a 4

9. Thirdly, with regard to the want of light. I have examined the cars and
I find that some of them carry one light hung on the roof in the front over the
dr.er’s head, and that in others, where there is no bracket to place the lamp on
the 1 of, the driver or guard holds a lamp in his hand or attaches it to the offside
of the gplash-board.

10. I beg, in conclusion, to offer the following remarks and recommendations :—

First.—That all the tramway cars at night, and I am given to understand that
they run generally up to 10 p.Mm., and sometimes up to twelve midnight, shall be
provided with (3) three good lights—one a red one to be placed on the roof over
the driver’s head, and two white ones, one on each side in the usual place.

Secondly.—That both night and day two horsekee
front of the cars ata distance of, say,
notice that the ear is coming.

Thirdly.—That the second line of rails beat once removed
be now laid down as being a great cause of danger and injury t
not at all necessary.

FPourthly.—That double lines be prohibited in future especially over bridges.

11.  With regard to these double lines I am unable to see why there is any neces-
sity for them ; neither in England nor America are they considered necessary ; on
all lines that I know of, there are at certain places sidings laid down. Matters
are so arranged that the cars shall arrive about the same time, At these sidings the
car that first arrives at one of these sidings goes into it and waits there till the

car from the opposite direction arrives and passes. Why can this not be done
here ? :

pers shall always run in
Jifteen yards to see the road is clear and to give

wherever it may
o the public and

No.275. ~ Oroer THEREON, 20th October 1874, No, 1855.A.

From the above report by the Commissioner of Police re
of the Madras Tramway, it is evident that the
by the present arrangements.

2. The Commissioner’s final recommendations are shortly—

(1) that at night all tramway cars should be provided with three good lights ;

(2) that both night and day two horsekeepers should run in front of the
cars, at fifteen yards distance, to give warning to people on the road :

(3) that wherever a second line of rails has been laid down, it should at
once be removed as a great cause of danger; and :

(4) that double lines should be prohibited in future especially over bridges,
sidings only being provided so that cars may pass each other.

3. The first two proposals of the Commissioner of Police are probably
matters of Police regulation, and the Commissioner should at once take the

\

garding the working
public safety is seriously endangered
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To

Tue PRESIDENT or tuE
MUNICIPAL COMMISSION,

Mads as,

&0, &0, &¢

cLated October, 20th.

Reed. Fnal,

G.0., 29th October 1874, No. 1855-A4.

vy Mew

OCTOBER.
Nos. 272—275.

P S S

Mudras Tramway.—Orders passed on the
report of the Commissioner of Police, in view to
ensurg greater safety to the public in the workis
of the tramway, and the President of the M
cipaliCommission, Madras, directed to report fi
ou the question of the existing double lines.
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