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1 Tetter, No. 1195, dated 18th July 1874,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
28th October 1874.

Read the following papers :—

No. 241. From A.C. LYALL, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India,
Home Department (Public), to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Fort William,
7th October 1874, No. 2526.

As it would seem from the correspondence ending with the letter from the
Financial Department to the address of the Government of Madras, No. 5462,
dated the 9th ultimo, regarding the destruction of poisonous snakes, that the

: meaning of the Resolution® of September
" IIi’ﬁ%%‘;%ﬁmeyl%%sf}umn’ No.4202, dated 1071 may posgibly have been misunder-
stood, I am directed to point out that
the Resolution conveyed no intention to give a grant from Imperial Funds to meet
the expense for killing poisonous snakes. All that was intended was to withdraw
a previous prohibition and to indicate a mode of trying the experiment which
appeared most conducive to success. The experiment was ordered to be carried
out in selected districts in order that it might be tried under favorable circumstances,
and by selected officers who took an interest in it, and it was clearly laid down that
rewards for the destruction of dangerous animals were to be paid within Budget
limits.

No. 242. From E. F. HARRISON, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Financial Department, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Fort
William, 9th September 1874, No. 5462.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your communications noted in
the margin respecting a claim, on behalf

Letter, No. 255, dated 13th February 1874, of the Provincial Services of the Madras
and enclosures. i
Letter, No. 925, dated 29th May 1874, and Presidency, for an allotment of Rupees

enclosures. 9,43,200-14-10, as follows, for meeting
Telegram, dated 27th August 1874. the expense of rewards paid in 1872-73
and 1873-74 for killing venomous snakes,
vz, — :
1872-73. 1873.74.

RS. A P RE: & P,

Nellore N S e AL T, S0 0 0 73,855 9 0

Chingleput ... oo .o e oo 22,428 12 6 13,150 1 0

Other districts ... o o0 oo 5,622 9 4 754 0 0

———— JESIEE--

Total .. 1,565,441 4 10 87,769 10 0O

s p— PO

This expenditure was for killing venomous snakes only, while the rewards for
killing snakes and wild animals amounted in the five years from 1861-62 to 1865-66
to only £7,222 and in the four years from 1866-67 to 1869-70 to £13,471. At
9 Annas a-head the rewards paid in the Nellore District represent a destruction of
1,019,120 venomous snakes in 1872-73 and of 590,844 in 1873-T4, or in all
1,609,964 venomous snakes killed in one district, whether in the forests or near

human habitation is not stated.
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FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

No. 1838.
FrouM
Tae How. D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Chicf Secretary to the Government of Fort 8t. George,
To
Tap SECRETARY 7O THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.
SIR,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 9th Septem-
ber 1874, No. 5462, sanctioning a special grant of Rupees 50,000 in aid of the
expenditure of Rupees 2,43,200 erroneously incurred and debited to Provincial
Services during the years 1872-73 and 1873-74.

9. I am respectfully to state that this Government are unable to accept the
decision which the Government of India have arrived at in this matter.

3. In their Resolution, dated the 30th March 1872, No. 2086, transferring

“certain charges, which were included up to that time in the Imperial Civil Budget

ander ¢ Miscellaneous,” from Imperial Revenues to Provincial Services, the Govern-
ment of India distinctly stated in paragraph 6 of the Resolution that ¢‘under these
Orders the whole of the expenditure hitherto charged under the grant ¢ Miscellane-
ous’ * * andall normal and inconsiderable miscellaneous charges will be met for
the future from the allotment for Provincial Services. Should, however, any unusual
and considerable miscellaneous expenditure become necessary anywhere, the Imperial Govern-
ment will, on the application of the local Government, bear it.” The charge for the
¢ Destruction of Wild Animals” was oneé of the items transferred, the provision
for which did not exceed Rupees 24,780.

4, T am to submit that the expenditure incurred in ¢ Killing Venomous
Snakes” during the years 1872-73 and 1873-74, under the authority of the Govern-
ment of India, was an ¢ ynusual and considerable expenditure,” and one which the
Government of India should, under the terms of the Resolution above cited,
“ bear.”

5. I am especially to draw attention to the fact that, when this experiment
was instituted at the ezpress desire of the Supreme Government, the practice of giving
rewards for killing snakes had been discontinued, and also to the fact that, in conse-
quence of this discontinuance, the Provincial assignment included no provision
whatever for this purpose. Had it not been for the positive orders of the Supreme
Government no expenditure would have been incurred at all. Further, the Resolu-
tion of the Supreme Government did not give the slightest indication that the
expenditure would not be regarded as « Imperial ;”’ indeed, its tenor led to the
patural inference that the Supreme Government contemplated a general measure
applicable to all India and Imperial in its scope and nature.
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