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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
24tk October 1874. :

No. 222. Read the following letter from W. 8, FOSTER, Esq., President
of the Municipal Commissions, Godavery District, to the Honorable
D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
St. George, dated Cocanada, 10th September 1874, No. 10 :—

With reference to the Order of Gdvernment, Financial Department, No. 1219,
dated July 24th, 1874, directing that a sum spent out of the funds of the Civil
Dispensary should be repaid by the Municipal Commission, I have the honor to
annex a resolution of the Commissioners on the subject.

¢4, TRead G.0., No. 1219, dated 24th July 1874, requesting that the amounts withdrawn
from the Savings' Bank for the use of the Civil Dispensary in 1872-73 and 1873-74 be replaced
from Municipal Funds. Resolved that the Commissioners object to the said transfer, as the
money was spent purely on improvements to the Civil Dispensary.”

2. 'The money was spent entirely on improvements to the Civil Dispensary ;
these improvements were necessary, but we could have done without them, and we
certainly should not have spent the money had we thought it was to come out of
the General Fund of the Municipality.

3. . We did not consider the money thus spent a part of the funded capital of
the dispensary. When receipts exceed the expenditure, the surplus is kept in
the Savings’ Bank or the Madras Bank till it reaches Rupees 1,000, and then it is
invested in Government bonds, and then only is it considered funded capital. I,
therefore, hope that Government will not require us to pay the money to the
dispensary fund. If the revenue of the dispensary is sufficient for its wants, I think it
should pay its own expenses: some of that revenue is derived from subscriptions,
which come to Rupees 800 or 900 a-year. I do not think these subscriptions will
continue, if it is known that the dispensary has so much money that it is saving
money year by year by getting a part of its expenses paid by the Municipality, I
think almost all the subseribers have to pay municipal taxes; they would probably
rather keep the amount of their subscriptions to pay extra municipal taxes, which
will have to be imposed if the dispensary is allowed to go on saving money by
getting its expenses paid by the Municipality.

4, The dispensary is supported by contributions whether from the Govern-
ment or the public.” Such institutions have no business to be saving money; I do
not think contributors intend to give so much that the next generation will not
have to subscribe at all.

5. As to the falling off in the number of patients in the dispensary, I am
happy to say the cause has been removed. The numbers only fell off in two or
three months, while a Dresser was attached to the Hospital, who was very deaf,
could not sce well, and for a time was an in-patient suffering from bronchitis.
The Civil Surgeon applied for his removal, and he was removed ; and the number

of patients at once begun to rise.

No. 223. Orper THEREON, 24th October 1874, No. 1825.

The Government observe that in the President’s letter, dated 8th September
1873, No. 62, the sum of Rupees 890, which the Government desired should be
replaced, is described as an appropriation from the capital of the dispensary.
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