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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
19¢h October 1874.
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No. 137, Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel N. G. CAMPBELL,
R.A., Officiating Inspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines, to the
Hon. D. . CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort St. George, dated Fort St. George, 13th October 1874, No, 146-S :—

Stationery Department,

With reference to the Proceedings* of the Madras Government, 1 have the honor
to annex, for the information of Govern-
ment, lettert from the Superintendent
of Stationery, Fort 8t. George, with two

semples of French paper which he proposes to purchase locally by contract.
9. As suggested in paragraph 5 of the Superintendent’s letter,} the samples
2 of the paper were submitted for the
¢ The Board approve of the samples Nos. 1 and Lty
2 forwarded by the Officiating Inspector- OPLIION of the Board of Revenue, whose
General of Ordnance and Magazines,” rep]y I beg to annex in the nlargin.
3. As anannual saving of about Rupees 16,056 will apparently accrue by the
adoption of the proposition of the Superintendent, I beg the sanction of Govern-
ment may be accorded to it.

- PP
From Licutenant-Colonel L. F. C. THOMAS, R.A., Superintendent of Stationery, Fort St. George,
to the Inspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines, dated Fort St. George, 3rd Septem-
" ber 1874, No, 384.

Referring +» paragraphi o 0Y the despateh 1rom Ier Mujesty’s Beurcbuy of-Shale for Tucis;
published in the Government Proceedings, No. 962, of the 5th June 1874, intimating that there will
be no objection to French paper being obtained locally if it can be procured cheaper at Madras
than in England and of satisfactory quality, I have the honor to forward, for your favorable
consideration, the enclosed two letters received from P. Vencatarungum Chetty offering to supply
French paper by contract for three or five years, the large size, No. 1, at Rupees 2-11-0 per ream,
and the small size, No. 2, which he has agreed to supply at Rupees 1-14-6 per ream. The sample,
No. 3, will not be wanted for this office requirements.

2. The quantities demanded during the last three years average 5801 reams of blue and
21,067 of yellow paper annually, and, if these are obtained locally at the rates tcndered*he annual
saving to Government will be Rupees 16,056 4-3 as per statement appended, marked A, ~While the
paper tendered is not inferior in quality to the yellow paper received from England, it is better
than the blue paper last received at a cost of Rupees 2-12-11 per ream, and the purchase of the
article locally has the advantage that all papers, which are inferior in quality to the sample, can
at once be rejected and returned to the Contractor.

3. There are some differences in the sizes of the paper tendered as compared with that
supplied from England, but these are so very trifling that no loss"will be sustained on this account.
The sample small size paper tendered is half an inch less in length but of the same breadth as the
paper received from England, while the large sample, No. 1, is 1} inches more in length and one
inch in breadth than the yellow paper last supplied from England, and 1} inches in length and
half an inch in breadth more than the blue paper. The trifling difference in the breadth of the
papers from England are in consequence of cutting one deseription of paper deeper than the other.

4, The last contract for the supply of ¥ rench paper locally was given for three years fo
Messrs. Glenison and Fils, of Dordeaux, by their Agents, Messrs. Arbuthnot and Co. The then
contract prices were at a cheaper rate than is now tendered ; there were, however, numerous
complaints regarding the inferior quality of the paper supplied by them.

5. Before, however, entering into any contract for the supply of the article locally, I would
suggest that the Revenue Board be invited for an expression of their opinion as regards the suit-
ability of the paper tendered for the requirements of the Revenue Jepartment.

* No. 962, dated 5th June 1874.
% No. 884, dated 8rd September 1874.
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