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Tadras Government, Financial Department,
25th September 1874.
No. 196. Read the following letter from E. B. POWELL, Esq., M.A.,, CS8.5,
Director of Public Instruction, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 24th
July 1874, No. 1263 :(—

I have the honor to make the following observations with reference to para-
graph 6 of G.0., No. 231, of the 27th ultimo.

9. Paragraph 7 of my letter, No. 89, of the 20th January 1872, does not
imply that I then thought English ought to be taught in Lower-class Schools ; so far
from such being the case, I agreed 1t was desirable in many instances to check the
introdaction of English into schools of that class. 1 remarked it would be well to
leave Local Fund Boards to decide whether grants should or should not be given
to Lower-class Schools teaching English ; and I proposed to give this power to the
Boards, as I considered they ought to be the best judges of the description of
instruction required in each locality.

3. Tt must be borne in mind that in 1872 the question was merely to draw
a line separating Lower from Middle-class Schools, with a view to expenditure 1n
grants to the former being thrown upon local taxation; and it was decided to draw
the line in connexion with the Standards for Results grants. According to these
standards, which had been laid down some years previously, English was an extra
branch of the third and fourth standards ; and I urged that the line should be drawn
<o that a school coming up to the third standard, but not reaching the fourth, should
be ranked in the lower class. I observed that, if the line were drawn at the third
standard excluding English, ™ every elementary Vernacular school reading up 1o
the third results standard would, by the sntroduction of a little English, utterly
worthless if not injurous, though no doubt attractive in the circumstances of the
country, become a Middle-class School and draw aid from Provincial Funds.”

4. As to the propriety of preventing Lower-class Schools for Natives from
getting grants for a smattering of English, I have now 1o doubt; I might have
folt hesitation in 1872 if the question had been formally raised, but subsequent
experience makes me feel none at this moment.

5. Lower-class Schools are for the masses, and the masses do not wanta
smattering of English. Even in the case of youths who may be supposed toaim at
a decent knowledge of English, I considerscare should be exercised not to encourago
a large number to study the language. The fact of India belonging to England is
itself an immense stimulus to Natives to study English in the hope of finding
employment in connexion with some pranch of the administration. At this time,
what with those who succeed and those who fail in the University and Uncove-
nanted Civil Service Examinations, the country is becoming flooded in certam
parts with young men who have obtained a moderate knowledge of English in the

expectatiou of gaining a livelihood, but who discover too late that their qualifica-

tions are not capable 0 ecuring such employment as they soek. I believe it often
happens that a youth who has passed one of the lower examinations, and who
cannot either find means to continue his studies or obtain a post under Govern-
ment, procceds to open a Results School, not because there is a real demand for
additional instruction, but to secure a temporary living. By appealing to influen-~
tial persons and charging very small fees, he manages to get together some pupils,
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- qualifiéations are not capable of securing such employment as they seek. I believe it often

find means tu countirue his stadies or obtain a-post: nader Government, procesds to open a

‘then teaches, not what 18 really suited to the circumstances of his scholars, in which case

No: 1263
Yrom
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUOTION.
Te
THE AOTING CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVEBNMENT,
’ Fort Saint George.
Sz,

. haﬁo«(he'bfmot to make the following observations with reference to para. 6 of Go-
vorament Order, No. 231, of the 27th ultimo. :
2. Para.Tof my letter, No. 89 of the 30th January 1872, does not imply that I the
thought Eoglish ought to be taught in Lower class schools ; so far from such being the case,
I agreed it was desirable in many instances to check the introduction of English into schools

of that class. I remarked it would be well to leave Local Fand Boards to decide whether'

grants should or should not be given to Lower class schools teaching English ; and I pro-
posed to give this power to the Boards, as I considered they ought to be the best judges of
the description of instruction required in each locality .

3. It must be borpe in mind that in 1872 the questidﬁ was merely to draw a line
separating Lower from Middle class schools, with a view to expenditure in graunts to the
former being thrown upon local taxation ; and it was decided to draw the line in connéxion
with the Standards for Results’ grants. According to these Standards, which had been
laid down some vears previously, English was an extra branch of the 3rd and 4th Standards ;
and I urged that the line should be drawn so that a school coming up te the 3rd Standard,
but not reachii 1he 4th, should Be ranked in the Lower ‘class. 1 observed that, if the
fine wore drowe af the. 3rd Standard ezcluding English, “ every elementary Vernacular
schoal resding nw o the drd Results’ standard would, by the introduction of a little English,
utterly worthless if not injurious, though ne doubt attractive in the cironmstances of the
countty, beeome a Middle class school and draw aid from Provincial Funds.”

4. Asto the propriety of preventing Lower. class schools for Natives. from getting
grants for a smattering of English, I have now no doubt ; I might have felt hesitation iu
1872 if the question had been formally raised, but subsequent experience makes me feel
nene at this moment. . B s

5. Lower class schools are for the magses, and the masses do not want a smattering
of English. Even in the case of youths who may be supposed to aim at a decent know-
ledge of Knglish, I consider care should be exercised not to encourage a large number to
study the language. The fact of India belonging to Eogland is itself an immense stimulus
to Natives to study English in the hope of finding employment in connexion with some
branch of the Administration, At this time, what with those who succeed and those who
fail iv thp University and ‘Uncovenanted Civil Service Examinations, the country is be-

coming flooded in certain parts with young men who haye obtained a'moderate knowledge-

of English in thq,.‘expeot;tion of gaininga livelihood, but who discover too late that their
bappens that u youth who has passed one of the lower examinations, and who cannot either
Results’ school, uot because there is a real demand for additional instraction, but to secure

a temporary living. By appealing to ixiﬂuégﬁai persons and charging very small fees, ho
manages to-get together some pupils, and looks mainly to the grant for remuneration. He
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