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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
30th January 1874.

@ o A e e

No. 201.  Read the following letter from the Honourable. D. ARBUTHNOTT,
President of the Municipal Commission, Combaconum, to the Honour-
able W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
dated Vallam, 3rd December 1873, No. 219 :—

1 have the honour to submit the annual report of the Municipal Commissioners
of Combaconum on the working of the Towns Improvement Act in that town during
the official year 1872-73, together with the statements showing the receipts and
expenditure in the preseribed forms, a8 well as the statement showing the incidence

Rt of taxes during the same year. Copies

* Dated J%I;g g%t‘; 1874, 00 11%5 of two letters* from the Vice-President,

I ' furnishing further information on certain
points connected with the accounts, are herein enclosed.

2. I beg to forward the report of the medical officer in charge of the dispen-
sary at Combaconum on the working of that institution during the past year.

3. The accounts of the Municipality, except some of those relating to the
dispensary, which were exhibited in the Deposit Registers of the Combaconum Talug
until April last, were audited, under my orders, by Mr. Marsh, Principal of the
§. P. G. High School, Tanjore, and found by him to be correct. He, however,
pointed out certain irregularities in the system of keeping accounts which is being
rectified. His report is also herewith forwarded.

4. Statements L. and I1. (also herein enclosed) originally forwarded by the
Vice-President, Mr. Weld, and which contains the signature of the Auditor, did not
show certain items of receipts and expenditure connected with the dispensary which
were, however, entered in a separate statement wrongly. Revised statements had,
therefore, to be-prepared exhibiting those items, and when these were furnished by
the Vice-President they had again to be returned for eertain corrections.

5. Some further corrections subsequently found necessary, as will be seen
below, have been made in this office, as follows :—In the revised statements
forwarded at first a sum of Rupees 47-4-2 was entered in Statement I.-5 (a) as
¢ Tnterest with Messrs. Arbuthnot and Co.,” and Annas 2 were entered as postage-
charges in Statement 1L, Grant IIL-1 (d), while the balance in Statement I1. was
given as Rupees 6,819-15:6. This last amount not corresponding with the treasury
palance, and no particulars having been given regarding it, I thought that the
inclusion of the aforesaid sum of Rupees 47-4-2 must have caused the discrepancy,
and accordingly directed its removal as an item of receipt from Statement 5
There was still a discrepancy of 2 Annas, which I called upon the Vice-President
to account for. From his explanation it appears that out of the interest of Rupees
47-4-2, due from Messrs. Arbuthnot and Co. for 1872, Rupees 47-2-2 wercadded by
them to the last year’s deposit of Rupees 945-2-4, and the remaining 2 Annas
deducted for postage and receipt stamp on account of the fresh deposit receipt sent
by them; and that as these 2 Annas alone were entered in Statement 11., there arose
the discrepancy pointed out above, 0 that the proper course would have been to
exhibit the former sum of Rupees 47-4-2 as an item of receipt, and the latter two
gums (viz., Rupees 47-2-2 and 2 Annas) as items of charges. But without correect-
ing the statements accordingly, the Vice-President simply struck off from the
Statements 1. and IL both the sums originally entered by him. I have, however,
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