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Fixaxciar DeparTMENT,

No. 1563,

Frou

Tue Hos. D. F. CARMICHAEL, .
Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort 8t. George,

Tae SECRETARY 10 t™He GOVERNMENT oF INDIA,
FiNaNciaL DeparTMENT.

Sie, -
With reference to your letter, dated the 30th April last, No. 2716 (Expenditure,

Stores), I am directed to transmit copies
of the reports* of the Superintendent of
Stationery and the Accountant-General
on the report and memorandum forwarded with your letter containing suggestions
for securing a better control over expenditure of stationery stores, and to state
that the Governor in Council approves the remarks and suggestions of the Superin-
tendent of Stationery with the modifications suggested by the Accountant-General.

2. On the Government of India issuing definite instructions on the subject
this Government will determine the departments and officers who should check and
countersign the indents for stationery prior to their submission to the Superin-
tendent for issue.

* Dated 7th July 1874, No. 261,
w2, w o 207

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

Ooracamunp,
15tk Seplember 1874, Acting Chief Seeretary.

From Colonel A. STEWART, R.A., Inspector-General of Ordnance and
Magazines, to the Hon. D. F, CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort St. George, dated Fort St. George, 13th July 1874,
No. 77-8.
Btationery Department.

In returning papers received with your docket* I have the honor to state,
for the information of Government, that
I forwarded the same for report by the
Superintendent of Stationery so that Government might be placed in possession
of the practical experience in this Presidency regarding stationery supplies and
mode of accounting and charging for the same.

2. Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas, Superintendent of Stationery, in his reportt

gives full information on the points raised

1 No. 261, dated $tb July 1874, Sorwarded. © 4 ¥ heve nothing to add thereto bhut

would suggest that the subject be refer-

red to the Accountant-General, Madras, with whom now rests the audit of store ag
well as cash transactions of the Stationery Depot,

* Dated 13th May 1874.

in original.
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From Licutenant-Colonel L. F. C. THOMAS, R.A, Superintendent of Stationery, to Colonel

A. STEWART, RA,, Inspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines, dated Fort 8t.

George, 7th July 1874, No. 261.

:: ;?r;:;nz :l;; letter from the Government of India rece ived for observation with your office
1 ; e : th May 1874, I have the honor, in reply, to remark as follows :—
pnnted l::l :ig:x:et: u;lw” will b° scoured for the issues from this office by the entries in ::
recsiving offcer's ini? l" con.acculwel?, but I doubt much if it will be py’tc&icablo to obtain !
two and three times l‘,;‘?pp‘.""f’ every item without, in some instances, returning tk? :.locnm:.
it e + This will involve additional expense for postage for the transmission of R
2 er from and to thid offce. The experience of this ofice shows that there is often delay In
‘d.lnﬂment.of accounts for want of receipts, which not unfrequently have to be called for three and
even four times, before the vouchers are received in order in this olce.

2. Regarding the second suggestion, I have to state that all stationery articles T
ﬁ?m England are shown in detail in the packing ageounts, which are entered in a book bt B
this office. The articles purchased locally are also shown in the vouchers stiached to the contin®
gent bills. The Accountant-General inhis
} letter® states that from theso vouchers o
flebxted -tbe actual values according to invoicos and bills, and this method corresponds with the
lnttmcuo.na recorded (vide Proceedings of Government, dated 4th August 1871, No. 5313 o
total rece:pt‘a during the month can, if required, be entered in a separate book for postings h
MZJ It is, however, necessary o remark that the entries in this office ledger exhibit the
quantities end t.ralm, and not, as the Comptroller-General supposes, the quantities . 3
” :ﬁc Referring to plngr.aph 5 of above letter, the second and third sections only ‘u.kep‘ ul

8 office, and there are few, if any, transactions for entry in the first section at this Pnlldew_’ .
should such transaction ever take place the Accountant-General can at once be communicated ¥!
for early adjustment in his accounts.
tmll{.GM regards pl't‘gnplf 6, the practice in this office differs from that stated lf’ -

er- cncnl.. At this Presidency the prices of the several articles are entered in e 4
:c:r?ng to t.henr actual cost, apportioning to them the cost of freight and other 0“.‘" ps

l.n ia and "f England. The average value of the several transactions is ascertainable ‘“‘:
:;-.‘:n::y h_:;o.rm calculation. The invoice lists give detailed information regarding tbe' freigh
2 :iw!:: ;‘n England and tho‘ sum payable in India, as also the cost of p&ckin!; .m.terull‘
g mhc.:'gled for the consignment, and 1 see no difficulty whatever in mrwl.l"'l e .:mik
e, lxc e. The method stated to be adopted at Caleatta for pricing the articles, lu‘ the
s S¢e 0o reason why one-third freight charge paid in England should be added 1 ¢
' . n?t the larger portion (two-thirds) paid in India. The omission of freight charges pa!
in India will explain that the sum shown as the average freight charge by the Comptrollel’m“‘!
is below the actual cost incurred as such.

5. The addition of ten per cent, to the cost of stationery articles from Eoglend ki

-alnya cover the expenses incurred ; for instance, the invoice lists received lately exhibit the follow-
ing charges : —

dock

® No. 2128, of 220d September 1588,

Cost of Sta- L Total
P tionery Packing | o miesion. |  Freight. | charges.
articles. charges.
-

d.

’ £ s d| 2 s 4| & d 2 .5 6] .8 &
Stc;;:netgﬁm = mlLE R e 00 14 e 2o 11 H

] s 2 7/ 4051311 21119 9 .

W. W. Smith (5,788 8 2| 378 4 6| 15019 4| 184 2 0|73 e
' e

6. Ido not recommend the addition of five per cent. to local purchases because the actus

: all
cost of the several articles is always known and five per cent. commission is already charg W"‘.”t

purchases of Europe and eountry articles by officers privileged to obtain their su

This percentage, I beliove, is intended to cover the incidental charges for landing

pplies 0B PY
and cart-hire-

{
:

5 S S &

A

7. Referring to paragraph 7, the receipt and issue transactions and their values are entered
in detail under their separate headings in the office ledger and the balances extended at the close
of each month ; if a separate heading is wanted to be called as proposed, ‘ General Store Account,*
the entries in the ledger can be made as regards the values corresponding with the total of the
entries in the detail heads, but I presume there will be difficulty in showing the correct total
quantity of monthly transactions in one concrete figure where the transactions are shown in
reams, gross, dozens, numbers, 1bs., and ozs., respectively. v

8. Referring to paragraph 8, I recommend that the issue transactions be shown in separate

sections. This will facilitate check, and the variations in expenditure could be traced to the parti-

cular departments in which they may have occurred. I beg to suggest that the form of indent
in Bengal, modified as recommended in paragraph 18 of memorandum on Comptroller-General
letter, be adopted in this Presidency, which will bo the most effective method to check the growth
of balances. Tt will also be necessary to intimate by whom the indents of District Engineers,
Executive Engineers on special duty, and Superintendent of Workshops are in future to be checked
and countersigned in reference to Government
Proceedings.* The separate sections, in wmy
opinion, it will be expedient to classify as follows :—

. Secretariats, Government House, and Commander-in-Chief,
. Military (Army Headquarters, Administrative Department).
. Military Division and Circle Offices.

. Revenue Department and Revenue Settlement.
. Revenue Survey.

. Judicial Department.

. Public Works do.

. Police do.

, Jail do.

10. Educational do.  (Civil).

11. Army and Regimental Schools.

12. Finance Department (Civil).

13. Do. (Military).

14. Forest Conservancy.

15. Government Printing Press.

16. Miscellaneous (Military).

17. Do. (Civil).

18. Political Residencies and Commissioners.

19. Marine Department.

20. Postal do.

21. Telegraph do.

22, Topographic Department.

23. Commissariat - do.

24. Ordnance do.

25. Medical do. (Administrative).
26. Hospitals (Military).

27. - Do. - (€Civil). "
28. Vaccination,

29, Sales. * B

9. As regards paragraph 9, the issues on payment indonts are made at this Presidency after

®9ih April 1362, No. 429.

O OO S E W -

payment into the Bank for credit of Government. The indent when sanctioned is priced and

returned to the indenting officer and a chellaun given for payment of the cost into the Rank of
Madras ; the articles are issued upon reproduction of the indent with the Bank receipt attached
thereto. As regards local purchases, the Accountant-General has detailed information of the
gums sanctioned in Budget Estimates, and, unless this is provided for therein, it is not likely
that payment will be made on their account by the Accountant-General. The bills of the vendors
are forwarded to the Accountant-General with the contingent bills of this office, and, if this officer
agrees and undertakes to make payments direct to vendors, the necessary communication will be
made in any form that he may suggest. The calculation and entry of values of transactions in so

QHPI ¢
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.ing a belter control over expenditure of station-

M - R
* The Acting Cliief Secret

< The Secretary to the Govt of India, ;ﬁ}
Financial Depariment,
B

L
5

¢

Dated 15th September 1874,
Reed.

No. 1563. g

Stationery—Letters from the Superintendent
of Stationery and the Accountant-General on tne
report and memorandum reeeived from the Gov. - .

v

ernment of India containing suggestions for secur-"

ery stores, transmitted to the Government of India
with remarks,
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