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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
10tk September 1874.

e

No. 98. Read following letter from A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., President
of the Municipal Commission, Coimbatore, to the iIonm:;b]e 1301;‘
CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. G a

dated Coimbatore, 31st August'1874, No: 1= i - \Féorge,

I have the honor to reply to the Proceedings of the Madras Governm Fi

cial Department dated 24th Aungust 187 1vin ik b il
. part s 94 ‘-‘a“S 4, giving cover to a memorandum from th
Chief Engincer for Irrigation, in which it is pointed out that the reclamatio t;
the Peria and Velan Tanks of Coimbatore is being carried out contrar t: tlo
conditions prescrlbed when suyh work was allowed to be undertaken, and );9 ueq:
. 2 - by
ing me to propose & remedy for the damage already done, and to ensure thq d
observance of the conditions in future. i

; 2 On .referrmg to paragraph 8, I find it stated, on the authority of th
District Engineer, that the conditions had not been enforced and that ﬂy °
space had been reduced, and allusion is made to the part of ,the Vélan t;;ljttorage
west of the railway where such contrary action had taken place. Iam,h e
in a position to stafe that, at the expenditure of some thOl'lsan d ;u oWever,
proprietor of the land referred to did actually excavate, from the bed of gees’ o
goil, which first formed a bank and then was carried inwards ;and I andand = dtank,
his intention was to go on with this excavation until he had ,raised his ?;1:;0 bthat
high-water level. He had, indeed, proceeded to fill, in e Boay- el above
excavations, an artificial hole with rubbish, bat this I puta stop to; I had s aj’ side
that, if he alled in the railway side trench, lre would have a little,more iaxxioggstild
and this-would have benefited the railway embankment, which, being s
silt, has a tendency to slip and settle. : 3 : g mada of
3. The carriage of earth from the tank bed, to raise the reclaimed part, i
one which requires several seasons to accomplish, and was delayed at first Ilg)m =
local demand for labor to finish the branch railway. Y the

4. There never was m ach tank to the west of the Velan, as the old fort wall
came near to the bed of the tank, and saltpetre-makers had for a long seripWa ;
ears made mounds at the place indicated, near the junction of the twootanksj ;

5 The only reclamation of the Velan has been to the west of the.r il
way embankment, and this was always a shallow part, and, so far as I can 'u;l ;
from observation of several years, the storage of water can have been little aﬁ"]ectg:
by such reclamation, while the bed of the tank outside the reclamation has b .
considerably deepened by the earth taken from the bed in the course and progr?:;

of reclamation.

6. 1t is, of course, im ossible for more than :
water in the tank, to take silI; from its bed, and so thgagotriinge::;s:?ie: c-(t)l;ze 1;
to a few months, say, February to June, but the matter engages the atte;ntio:e :
the Municipal Commissioners, who will gladly receive from the District "
Superintending Engineer any suggestions. Up to this time they were in iornora.nor
of objection having been taken. : -

7. As a matter of fact, no low earth bank will exclude the tank water, which

orcolates through, and occupies the same position and space it did befo;-e, and

which it will continue to do until the margin of the part of tank reclaimed 1is
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a higher level, but this must, as Lefore obse;ved, be a work

8. Itis stated, paragraph 4, that the Velan tank is long and narrow, and
~ allusion is made ¢ ¢,

e depth, 12 to 14 feet, at the railway bridge, but this bridge
d, i cepest part of the tank, and the bed shoals from the

cultivation dependent thercon.

9. In fact, the Velan tank has all the appearance of a channel rather than
of a tank, being long and narrow, and only deep at the bund, which confines and
directs its water, ' ; '

10, Generally, when the tank is filled by the channel, which is a ;‘eg.ultfted
supply, and not dependent i y of which there is little, there is little
water passes over the calingula at the east end, and, unless the large and
continuous supply from the Noyel keeps Pace with the wastage of water used for
irrigation—when the Noyel falls—g}q tank speedily is reduced, showing how inade-
quate its supply would be but for jtg continuous replenishment from the Noyel
river, whose origin js in Mountain drainage thirty miles to the west.

s ey

No. 99, OrpEr THEREON,

10th September 1874, No. 1532.
Communicateq t

o the Publie Works Department.
{True Extract.)

Acting Chief Seeretary.

To the Publig Worka Deputmng

Exd.J. H, Burns,.
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Nos. 2889, T | | -

|
Velon Tank, Coimbatore Munictpality.—.
. . Report of the President, regarding the circum- 8
stances under which deviation has been permitted - ; .
# from the conditions prescribied for earrying out : b -
reclamations on the margin of the Velan Tank, A T
communicated to the Public Works Department. ¥ . : ,

&
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