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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Departmmf;
- 3rd September 1874.

Read the following papers :— 7

No. 36. From A. O. HUME, Esq., ¢ B., Secretary to the Government of India,
Department of Revenue, Agriculture, and Commerce, to the Honorable
D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Calcutta, 17th July 1874, No. 72.

M unicipalities-

In acknowledging your letter, No. 1091, dated 29th ultimo, reporting on a
petition from certain inhabitants of the ¢ Karar limits ” of the town of Cannanore,
complaining against the recent extension of the Municipal Act to those limits,
I am directed to request that, with the permission of His Excellency the Governor
in Council, you will be good enough to inform the petitioners that the action taken
by the Government of Madras in this matter appears to the Governor-General in
Couneil to have been necessary, and that it is not shown that the petitioners will
be injuriously affected by it. 3

9. Iam tosuggest, with regard to the reluctance shown by the Rajah of

. Cannanore to accept the compensation offered for the relinquishment of the petty
taxes hitherto levied by him, that, if the Governor in Council sees no objection,
‘endeavors might be made to devise somé arrangement whereby the Rajah’s fecl-
ings might be soothed. His objection appears to be rather to the manner of the
compensation than to its amount. Perhaps if the Municipality were ordered to
pay the amount annually to the Rajah (receiving, if equitable, an equivalent from
Government), or if some suitable arrangement were made, the Rajah might be
better satisfied. It would seem that he and his predecessors have during more than
seventy years enjoyed certain privileges, and the sudden withdrawal of these
would appear to demand substantial compensation, or some equivalent conces-
sions.

No. 36-A.  From SULTAN ALI RAJAH of Cannanore, to His Excellency the
Governor in Couneil of Madras, dated Cannanore, 16th June 1874.

Mosr Honorep Str,—Deeply regarding the grievous failure in the way of being
favored with a favorable reply to petition, dated 19th September last, expressive of
my objections to the enforcement and execution of Municipal Statutory laws within
the precincts of karar, and of the grievances, loss, and shame which we are purposely
and tyrannically induced to yield to by the Commissioners in whose hands the
Municipality is reposed, 1 respectfully solicit the kind and considerate attention of
the Council to the topic alluded to in the previous petition and reiterate my prayers,

ot ully relying on the equity and charity of the Council in their power of extirpating
such inconveniences now grown to a gigantic and intolerable height from within
Kararnakam.

We have been ever since the organization of karar, entered into on the 28th day
of October 1796, paying the Government a quit-rent out of the amount imposed
upon the tenants as a proprietary right and a trivial rent for the lands in their
possession and defraying the domestic expenses with what remainsafter the payment
of the quit-rent; and now the Government, on the reports of their subordinates
in direct opposition to the provisions of karar, have introduced certain mischievous
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innovations productive of sorrow, shame, and logs, utterly disregarding the position
and constitution of our House, and the indigence and destitution of our tenants.
The introduction and adoption of Municipal laws have greatly contributed to oust
all our rights on tenants since the commencement of the current year, and the
tenants object unanimously ¢ the payment in future of even a pie, and more so
they are encouraged by these laws to shrink back from observing the usual forma-
lities and the custom of procuring our sanction, to which they have been long accus-
tomed, in celebrating feasts and other ceremonies since the foundation of our d ynasty.

2. Itis decidedly an easy work and a matter of little or no difficulty to the
Government to save us, for whom it is illegal and by no manner of means possible
to counteract the powerful authority of Government, from the unfathomable and
enormous sea of sorrow ; and the ejection of the existing liability from the narrow
and limited localities included in karar can hardly affect the prodigious incomes of
the Government,

3. The evils emanating from the enforcement of these laws are muliifarious
and hurtful to our rights and interests. They shake off from our hands the power
of dealing with our rights, and the possibility of collecting the amount payable to
Government in virtue of the stipulations of karar. Tn addition to these we have
again to forfeit numberless buildings and compounds for the construction of super-
numerary fresh and the repair of many old roads; ull aggravating the existing
sorrow and loss.

4. Evenif the Government were to proceed to act against the karar, or to
exercise oppression and force on us, we have no alternative but to submit ourselves
patiently and represent our grievances to them for consolation and redress.

5. Theinsolent tyrannies and enormities perpetrated foties guotics by the ambi-
tious subordinate functionaries have grown intolerably wild and severer than one

~could endure, and if no measure the Government intend to employ to check them
and chastise the tyrants to the mitigation of our afflictions, we would as one
thrown in a great fire be destroyed in the inflammations of burning sorrow.

6. The Municipal rent on buildings belonging to us in the cantonment within
Kararnakam amounts to Rupees 60 and odd. Then on the 8th instant came the
bill-collector to attach and sell certain moveable properties in satisfaction of the
aforesaid amount, We submitted to the authority of Government vested in him,
and placed before him one property which would have of itself cleared the liabi-
lity. But the incumbent left it untouched, and attached and conveyed a horse kept
for convenience and daily exercise, unheeding all entreaties. Could this act of the
bill-collector reflecting shame and sorrow on us be vindicated ? I fear much that
want of riding and exercise will injuriously mar my health and probably bring on

_ disease.

7. Lastly, I wish to state that I resign myself, with submission a
the merciful and henevolent hand of Council, embellished with the glittering orna-
ments of justice, equity and charity, and constituted for tranquil government of
people paying allegiance to, and sheltering under, the banners of the British Sover-
eign, and humbly implore the Council to save me with m
shame, and loss, releasing the tract of karar land from th
For this act of kindness and charity I shall, as in duty b

nd sorrow, to

¥ house from grievances,
e Municipal jurisdiction.
ound, ever pray.

Lo 4

A\

-
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No. 1667,

Referred to the President of the Cannanore Municipality with reference to the
complaint against the Municipal servants.
; (By Order.) e
Forr St. GEORGE, (Signed)  A. peC. SCOTT, Major, R.E,,
18th July 1874. Under Secy. to Govt., P. W. D.,
for Chief Secy. to Govd.

e e

No. 37. From A. MacGREGOR, Esq., President of the Municipal Commission,
Cannanore, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Calicut, 29th July 1874,
No. 3.

I have the honor, with reference to the petition from Sultan Ali Rajah, to
forward copies of letters from the Vice-President. ; :

9. Tt will be seen from this correspondence that the Rajah by concealing all
other property forced the tax-collector to attach the horse, and that the Rajafh
refused to receive back the horse and give property vc;mh.xed a? 100 Rupt.aes in
exchange, though the Commissioners lost no time in giving him the option of
dom%.so.lt may seem incredible that a man holding the position 'a,nd rank of the
Rajah should tell a deliberate falsehood ; but this is not the i.irst time he ha.s don.e
so. He deliberately denied that he was purchasing lan(.i instead of pay.rmg his
peishkush, and I then referred hiu_x to a sale at a public auctlon’ of land .to his agef’t
and the immediate subsequent transfer thereof to his (the Rajah’s) wife by regis-

. To this he made no reply.
tewdt;.ioc;::in:he Rajah and the Beebee have refused all payment of Municigal
taxes assessed on property within Karar limits, .an‘d have 'forcecl the OOfnmls-
sioners to distrain, and both have served the Commissioners with fqrr.nal- notices of
civil actions on account of this distraint, being apparently determined to try at
idity of the Government Orders.
i t5h.e Vgtg;?’ tge:e circumstances, it seems necessary that they should be left to

their civil remedy.

From J. C. JOHNSTON, Esq., Vice-President of the M\.m'icipa.l Coml'nia.sion, Ca.rfna.nore, to
A. MicGREGOR, Esq., President of the Municipal Commissions, Calicut, dated
Cannanore, 11th June 1874, No. 73. *

A communication huving been received this day from Sultan Ali Rajah, from v;vhich I.gs,ther
that he has made representations to Government f:alcnlatec% to convey erroneou-s impressions as
to the action taken by this Municipality concerning certain taxes due from him, I have the
honor to state, in anticipation of further inquiry, tha.t‘ the facts are these. ; ;

'9. Sultan Ali Rajah has disregarded all requisitions for taxes due by him, as welvl as the deci-
sion of Government duly conveyed to him of his liability for the same, and the Col'nm]smonerg have

been unwillingly compelled, after lengthened forbearance, to take these steps provided by law. i

3. All other valuable property having been secreted from the tax-col!ector he “s.- ol.)hged
to attach a horse stated to be of considerable valu?, no other course being open to kim in the

excoution of his duty.
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4. As an act of courtesy and consideration to the Rajah, the Commissioners lost no time in
communicating to him their willingness to accept property to the value of Rupees 100 in licu of
this animal, but to this proposition he declines to accede.

5. The Rajah has been subjected to no indignity or annoyance which could possibly have

been spared him, ar which he has not himself caused. Any representations to the contrary are
utterly unture.

———

From J. C. JOHNSTON, Esq, Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Cannanore, to

A. MacGREGOR, Esy., President of the Municipal Commissions, Calicut, dated
Cannanore, 23rd July 1874, No. 107.

T have the honor to enclose papers from Government received this day and opened in consc-
quence of the address being similar to that of many documents intended for this office.

2, I bave already submitted (in the letter quoted in the margin), for your information, an

outline of the eircumstances connected with the

attachiaent of the Rajah’s horse.

3. The statements contained in the Rajah’s memorial to Government, as far as I can
understand them, are, for the most part, without foundation, and some of them directly opposed to
fact. With the general question of the introduction of the Act within the (s0 called) ** Karar "
limits the Commissioners are not concerned, but with reference to the Rajah personally, they are
only aware that he has not ceased to obstruct its operation in every way in his power, and has
been treated by them and their servants with uniform courtesy and consideration.

4, 1 feel obliged to add to the -statements already made in my letter above quoted that the
allegations contained in paragraph 4 of the memorial are directly opposed to faet, and that the

* tax-collector, in whom the Commissioners repose every confidence, most reluctantly attached the
horse in question, and that only in absolute default of other available property, and the statement
that other property was offered instead and refused by him ‘“unheeding all entreaties” is not
only untrue, but a gross calumny upon a deserving public servant. You will observe that the
Commissioners, with a view to consult the Rajah’s convenience, promptly offered to return the

animal on very easy conditions, but the Rajah, who now complains of being deprived of its
services, refused to receive it.

Dated 11th June 1874, No, 73.

5. 1 enclose herewith (in original) a notice of action received this day from the Rajah.

No. 38. Mmvure by the Right Hon. the PRESIDENT, dated 4th August 1874.

1 have never been satisfied in regard to the course which has been followed
respecting Municipal taxation within the “ Karar limits.” On full consideration,
I cannot think that the Rajah himself has any right to complain of it, or that (as
would appear to be the opinion of the Government of India) he has been treated
by this Government with scant courtesy, or in a manner inconsistent with a due
regard to his personal feelings and position, The Order of Government of the 20th
December 1871 appears to describe accurately the history and present political
status of the Cannanore family ; and the Rajah is, as stated in paragraph 6 of that
order, ““ in the position (on the mainland) of an ordinary landholder and in no
respect in a different footing from other landed proprietors.” In offering to him
then a reduction of his peishcush as compensation for the withdrawal of legal sanc-
tion for his exaction of petty taxes within the “ Karar limits,” we have treated
him precisely as our other landholders were treated by the Government when
dealing some years ago with the ¢ Moturfa ” tax. Nor can it be said that there has

been anything abrupt or discourteous in the mode in which this measure has been
carried into effect by the Government.

o P
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A A

9. It is not for the Rajah, but for the inf;erests of the people wi'fhin;,the
« Karar limits,” that I am concerned. The letihdr.awal of legal sanction ro;:
the * Moturfa " gave the people the power of resisting its paym-ent ll:y a b::co:;se :
law: but it would appear that in the cases where compensation has been ‘ n?;I
2 e'h o nih the: bo continued, they have not nl:v,vays done.} s0; and
o 1§ fear that in the present case also the now illegal exactions may, In practice,
::m ti ed But the people who still pay the ““ Moturfa " are at any rf.cte in no
. “‘mi' : than before the measures taken by Government for relieving them
o .cnn 1it10n s the people within the ¢ Karar limits” will (if the case turns
S w‘e‘l.fa d it may) be paying not only their accustomed taxes, but the
onj ot I appT; ‘;Zunici al taxes also. In other words, having all along practica]l.y
newly-l.me[:iOB their ri htli);o exemption from Municipal taxation, on account of their
e tl?; Rf’ ah. we shall now have withdrawn that recognition, and doubled
paymeﬂtﬁ‘tto f theirlﬁsc’al contributions. There seemsat all events no certainty that
th'e !mfol‘m : be the result; and, as it is one which I should be most re}uctant to
th{s - m: Iewould subu’lit as a question for consideration whether, instead of
bnngda:boub’innici al taxation to the Karar limits, it would not be desirable to
extending e :)he Municipality (equal to the amount which we sll?uld have
T ag "{‘m‘ the Rajah’s peishcush) in order to enable them to carry into effect
‘:1:: :Z:Etarl;zeasures which they may consider necessary in that part of Cannanore.

(Signed) ~ HOBART.

P

No. 39 MINUTE bj the Hon. J. D. SIM, c.s.1., dated 19th August 1874.

The course proposed by His Lordship will not, I think, ;ne;t tl:; ca;:.jalin :ll:;
i ithi limits are not taxed by the Ra
¢ place, all the residents within Karar
f\::thzraso:ne of the taxes he levies are perfectly lega:l,_ and tlfe pay;‘nent :f tth:;r;
ould not entitle the payer to exemption from Municipal taxahon;] 0 ex; g) e
:hole pulation of the Karar limits because some of them are io taxe $ vzrould
s Rajall:?' without legal warrant, would be unjust to the Municipality, an

probably lead the Rajah " to extend his illegal exactions on the very ground of this

i longing to him, and occu.
exemption. The legal taxes—ez. g7 quit-rent for lands belonging .

i ¢ the question. In Madras most houseowners
o b\?i:l::f: :: (:}l;::::;:;:: 2:)12 :f:; are :?lso liable to and pay. Municipal taxes.
2 q2 In the next place the concession would certain:ly be mmmgrlerstood bytr ::;
¢ Rajah ” and the people. It would beregarde{i 9‘:'9‘_ wcf,ory over ; :;'v‘;ml:len 3
the Municipality, and would encourage the "‘ Rajah. mrhxs course oul (115 (:));t ;ill)npo:i'
tion, which, I may remark, under a sovereign of his own race, wo
hmd;. I think the letter of the President of the Municipal C_ommis;ion of M.a]abar,
dated 29th Jnlyilast, is quite enough to sh?w ihat compromlst;sn 2?2:51:; :::
now alike out of the question. The *Rajah” has been treated wi Bosan:
c¢onsideration and forbearance, and must be left to take the consequences

. 9 _ |
s } (Signed) = J. D. SIM.
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No. 40.  Muvure by His Excellency the COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, dated 28th
August 1874.

I am altogether in favor of applying the Towns Improvement Act to the Kara
limits at Cannanore. e e . ey

2. 1t is abundantly proved by Dr. Cornish’s report, as also by that of Deputy
Surgeon-General Massey, which I have received, that the health of the troops
at Cannanore has been affected by the filthy state into which the Cannanore
Rajah allowed that part of the town to lapse, as long as it was excluded from the
operation of the Act; and on this account I trust that the orders of Government
already issued may be resolutely carried out.

3. As a measure of policy I see no reason for adopting any exceptional course
of treatment in favor of this Zemindar. The course recently adopted towards him
has for sometime been applied to other and more worthy Zemindars, As far as
I am aware history records nothing in favor of his family, and I understand the
present holder of the name and estates is by no means a man of worth and enlighten-
ment. 1t will, therefore, in applying the measures now under discussion, be our
duty te see that the Zemindar does not oppress his tenants by a double levy of
taxation—a course which no doubt has been necessary
to levy the Moturpha has been withdrawn and compensation paid for it.

4. It would have the worst effect were we to exempt this Zemindar from the
consequences of a policy we have deliberately adopted towards others,

(Signed) FRED. P. HAINES.

R P

No.41.  Mure by the Hon. W. ROBINSON, 8.1, dated 20th August 1874,

The position taken by the Rajah of Cannanore in respect to taxation, and the
operation of the Municipallaw within the limits to which the Settlements of 1793 and
1796 apply, is quite untenable. The settlements in question had regard only to the
Peishcush to be paid on his estate ; in all other respects the position of the Rajah
of Cannanore has ever been and still is that of an ordinary Malabar (jenmi) or
Proprietor—to whose estate all laws and every condition of administration apply
—and amongst them the law of 1860 (whereby Moterfa taxes were abolished)
and the' Municipal laws more recently enacted. I consider thut any exceptional
treatment either of the Rajah or of the residents

. within his estate —more especially
in the face of the unfounded pretensions of the former—would have the worst
effect.

2. In so far as the Rajah continues to levy cesses which are no longer recog-

nd acting oppressively ; and he is
doing so on the avowed ground that he isa quast independent feudatory—within

whose territory the laws of this Government and other administrative measures can-
not take effect. I think that under these circumstances, not only ean no concession
be made, but the inhabitants of the native town of Cannanore (which is within the
limits in question) should be made to feel that the Government requires them to
assert their lawful rights as against the Rajah, and will support them in doing so. I
fear that His Excellency’s proposal would hayve the opposite effect.

in all cases where the right

.

-

o~ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
3rd September 1874.

8. ‘At the same time I believe that the number of inhabitants against whom

No. 42 To the Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue,
£ Agriciﬂture, and Commerce, dated Ootacamund, 3rd September 1874,

No. 1485.

In reply to your letter, No. 72, of the 17th‘ July 1874, I am directed by ;Ii.
Excellency in Council to state that no practxca?.ble arrangement occurs tod'lm
whereby the feelings of the Rajah of Cannanore. in the .matter of the impen ;ng
refusal of his tenantry hereafter to submit to his exactions can be any furt ey
considered than they have been. The Rajah has not been threatened Wll:.h any
¢ gudden withdrawal of certain privileges,” but the matter has formed the subject of
the most courteous negotiations, which have lasted for at least seven years. He has
been repeatedly told that not only ¢ substantial,” but handsome and liberal c.ompeln-
sation will be made to him on his ceasing to levy these cesses ; but he has uniformly
rejected all terms.

2. The Governor in Couneil apprehends that such an (?rfier as that ;;gg.egte:l
in paragraph 2 of your letter would be contrary to the provisions of the Municip:
e 3. 1 am in conclusion desired to draw special attention to pafagraph : tot: ‘tho
Order of this Government, dated the 2£th Decem::)liar }{87;,1‘ N]';;l;ga,t;:z.b ::m z:] = ::;
the mainland, and within what are known as the RKa oy .

i ition of an ordinary landholder. On the ma.ml'and they
{:::lioosifatgy\::::te]:;imiznthe admiuistra{ion of ¢riminal and ci.vil justice ; :hey
are themselves amenable to the Courts of .the co,untry, and are, in no respect, on
a different footing from other landed proprietors.’ .

4. T am to enclose the Minutes of the Members of Government on the subject.

(Signed)  D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Chief Secretary.

Exd, J. Wright. 3
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FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.
Cannanore Municipality.

The course proposed by His Lordship will not, I think, meet the case. In the
first place, all the residents within Karar limits are not taxed by the Rajah, and
further some of fthe taxes he levies are perfectly legal, and the payment of them
would not entitle the payer to exemption from Municipal taxation. To exempt the
whole population of the Karar limits because some of them are also taxed by the
“« Rajah” without legal warrant, would be unjust to the Municipality, and would
probably lead the ¢ Rajah " to extend his illegal exactions on the very ground of this
exemption. The legal taxes—ez. g7, quit-rent for lands belonging to him, and occu-
pied by shops and houses—do not affect the question. In Madras most houseowners
pay quit-rent to Government, but they are also liable to and pay Municipal taxes.

9. Tn the next place the concession would certainly be misunderstood by the
¢ Rajah ” and the people. It would beregarded us a victory over Government and
the Municipality, and would encourage the ¢ Rajah” in his course of disloyal opposi-
tion, which, I may remark, under a sovereign of his own race, would cost him his
head ! S ——— e ,

3. 1 think theletter of the President of the Municipal Commission of Malabar,
dated 29th July last, is quite enough to show that compromise and concession are
now alike out of the question. The * Rajah” has been treated with the utmost
consideration and forbearance, and must be left to take the consequences of his own
perversity.

19¢h August 1874, (Signed)  J. D. SIM,
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