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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
12th August 1874.
TR S A e e e R N T L
No. 56. Read the following letter from E. J. FIRTH, Esq., Auditor of the
Municipal Fund Accounts, Madras, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras,
1st August 1874 :—

I have the honor to report that, agreeably to the instructions contained in the
Proceedings of Govermment, No. 960, of
3 the 5th June* 1874, I have audited the
accounts of the Municipality for the year 1873-T4.

* Received 16th June.

9. First, I examined the entries in the Cash-book and satisfied myself that
they were each and all supported by competent vouchers. 1 then tested the postings
in the Ledger of a month’s transactions taken at hap-hazard—July was the month
selected. Finally the closing entries were carefully examined and found correct.

3, Appended is the usual annual statement which I have signed after veri-
fying the entrics in it, and which I find tally with those in the municipal balance
sheet.

4. The actual receipts for the year amounted to Rupees 6,10,474.1-3, the
disbursements to Rupees 5,62,214-5-8. The year opened with an actual cash
balance of Rupees 3,682-8-11 ; thus there was a balance of Rupees 51,942-4-6 at
the credit of the Municipality on the 31st March 1874, which, after adding the
amount of the cheques issued (33) but not cashed by the Bank on that date, agrees
with the balance shown in the Bank’s Pass-book.

5. As the system of municipal taxation during 1873-T4 was that in force
during 1872-73, a comparison may be drawn between the actuals of those years.
This comparison 1 have made between the actuals for 1872-73 shown in the state-
ment of receipts and disbursements from 1st April 1872 to 31st March 1873, as
I am informed that entries under the head Corresponding period of 1872-73"
receipts and disbursements in the accompanying statement have only been made
where there are corresponding items in the current year.

6. Rucrprs.—The total receipts for the year amounted to Rupees 6,10,474-1-3.
The amount estimated was Rupees 5,74,400; but from these sums must be deducted
Rupees 20,000 the last item in the estimate, and Rupees 1,21,704-5-10 the last item
in the actuals, and the amount estimated will then be Rupees 5,54,400 and the
actuals Rupees 4,88,769-11-5, showing a decrease in the latter over the former of
Rupees 65,630-4-7. As compared with the actuals of last year, there is also a decrease
of Rupees 11,415-12-6.

7 DrspursEMENTS.—The dishursements amounted to Rupees 5,62,214-5-8,
and are below the estimate by Rupees 67,800-10-4, and less than the actuals of
last year by Rupees 10,153-4-6.

8. The accompanying statements B and C show what heads of account are
affected by the differences above pointed out.

9. In conclusion, I desire to record my opinion that the neatness and correct-
ness with which the Municipal Books are kept reflects great credit on the Manager
Mr. Axelby, to whom my thanks are due for his ready assistance during my
audit.
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