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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
Tth August 1874.

No. 29. Read the following letter from Surgeon-General E. G. BALFOUR,
Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department, to the Honorable
D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Fort St. George, 31st July 1874, No. 344 :—

On receipt of G.0., No. 983, of 10th June, relating to the Vythery Hospital,
1 put myself in communication with the Local Fund Board, with the Civil Surgeon
of Malabar, and with the Special Executive Engineer, Wynaad. The objects in
_ view in so referring were to ascertain from the Board what arrangements either
of the two medical practitioners wished to propose, to obtain the Civil Surgeon’s
opinion as to whether the Hospital Assistant now shared between Luckady and
Vythery could be retained in that manner, and to obtain the Special Executive
Engineer’s opinion as to whether he could permit the transfer to Vythery of the
Hospital Assistant now under his orders.

2.+ To those questions, the Local Fund Board has reported that no definite
proposal has been made by either party, but it was understood by the Board that
either practitioner would gladly accept the post for 100 JRupees monthly, The
Civil Surgeon has reported that it is not desirable to remove the Hospital Assist-
.ant from Luckady to Vythery, for which a separate medical subordinate must, he
says, be allowed, and he has suggested as a perferable course that an Apothecary
be placed at the latter place, to .be supervised by the Civil Surgeon ; otherwise, he
1s favorable to the Local Fund Board’s proposal in paragraph 3 of their letter, to
employ for its supervision one of the private medical practitioners. Colonel
Kennedy, in his reply to my question, says that, after the Vythery Hospital is
opened, it will not be necessary to retain the Hospital Assistant at Luckady, pro-
vided the Medical Officer of the Vythery Hospital be required to afford medical aid
to such officers and other employés of the Public Works Department as are entitled
to attendance at their own residences; but he advises that, in lieu of a Hospital
Assistant, an Apothecary be retained at the Vythery Hospital, as the Hospital
Assistants are sickly there, and as the medical gentleman to whom it is proposed
to entrust the charge of the hospital has, from the extensive nature of his practice,
to be frequently absent from the neighbourhood.

3. With reference to the above, I have the honor to submit to the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council that," as the Vythery Local Fund Board has to
pay for the medical men whom they employ, the wishes of the Board should guide
in the decision of the questions which the Board has submitted to Government,
provided that much extra expense be not thrown on the Government. As explained
in my letter, No. 480, dated 13th December 1873, owing to the system of
recruiting which had been followed up to the year 1870-71, there are at present
twenty-six military medical officers of the warrant grade surplus to all military and
provincial requirements, and if the Local Fund Board could accept one of them,
it would be a relief. But, if the Board prefer one of the private medical practi-
tioners now there, I deem it desirable that the wish should be complied with,
leaving it to the Board also to say whether they would wish to have a Hospital -
Assistant or a Warrant Medical Officer as the House Surgeon or Resident Medical
Officer, because paragraph 4 of the Board’s letter shows that the medical practi-
tioner whom the Board proposes to employ is only to undertake the supervision
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of the hospital. At present, in paragraph 2 of the ’ ' : 5
ant i§ the officer desired, and [::he g;ozrd proi)og?‘)::dr:;e:‘:r,iatHoslplta.I Assist-
Hospital the Hospital Assistant who has hitherto had the joint chn 0 Sulythary
and Vythery, to which Colonel Kennedy assents, provided the aVrgehOf Lucka:\dy
officer attends at the houses in Luckady of such empléyés as ety b ey:ﬁ:lri :lllledlcal

4. In paragraph 5, the Board propose that, if the Hospital Assist:ne e
Luckady and Vythery be transferred to the Vythery Hospital, his pay be boI:'(:; ;;

Government exclusively, as is at present the case; but the custom is for Local
G .

Fund Boards and Municipalities to pay the entire salaries of the military medical
officers whom they employ, provided they be exclusively so employed.

5. With reference to the above, I have the honor to mention as my opinion '

that the medical establishment of the
Vythery Hospital should be as per
’margi;l, with the usual complement of
men

Board be asked to submit to Government aed:fiinii:r:)“::s;s:?daj :: gfﬁ:t tfclal:l'the
ment the Board would wish fo retain and the remuneration they wish to esf; G
encluse the letters which the Civil Surgeon and the Executive Engineer hav: v: rtt :
to me, and suggest that they be sent to the Board, with a view :;:o their exprere;lﬁix‘irgl

their views as to Colonel Kennedy’ esti
. y’s suggestion that the Vyth i i
ment attend on the Luckady residents. i dew ity g

Vythery Hospitul.

1 Medical Officer, private or military, in charge.
1 Warrant or Hospital Assistant. : e

Pay of Rank, Hg;xsg‘-xﬁt, and Dispensary or Ind:fe;nd ;I be in 6. I beg to
¥ v feden Sty placo on the mar-
Warrant. gin the pay and
| RS8. RS.
Abothotmi i {lst 37 RIS N BRI 260 allowances of the
) | T 51 230 210 Warrant and Hos-
Assistant Apothecary {;zfi gg' 170 150 ol A
; ) ‘ e B 5 1ta S81
Passed Hospital Apprentice ... s .o ... lgg lgg A Hupilh
) ; Tk Ol oo e it 1 60 60 Officers  in  inde-
Hospital Assistant ... {2nd do. 40 40 d i
3rd do. 25 925 pendent or ‘in sub-
ordinate charge.
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From Surgeon-Major W. H. ROBERTS, s.n., Civil Surgeon, Malabar. to Deputy S
? ’ urgeon-

General W. JOHNSTON, u.n., Deputy S
i > M.D, y Surgeon-General, Indi i
Southern Distriet, Malabar and Canara, dated Calicut, 8rd J?xf;a;SiEd;al I:iepartment’
s s No. 44.

With reference to your No. 2606 of the 29th June, attached to Neo; 3927 T % ;
¥ rom office of

Surgeon-Gen?ral, and (.}.O., 10th June 1874, No. 983, herewith returned, I h
reporh that, In my opinion, the requirements at Vythery are such tha,t’ have 28 hon.or ©
completed, a medical subordinate must be allowed for it specially S0 1hs Wgviiel is
2. The proposal in paragraph 4 of the President of th :
: ] e Local F ’
the Ho:n:plt;al Assistant now at Luckady to Vythery, is not desirable, I’?li z(:‘m"d 55y 'to Fropies
| a!:tbordmate are gubsidized by the Department of Public Works, and I know it 'V’(’]’:B Of‘ e m.edica.l
tion of the Special }-Executive Engineer, Colonel Kennedy, to remove him (aﬁ;: :he pe ?,nd mhea-
the Vythery Hospital) to Sultan’s Battery, a place where large gangs of s
work and medical aid much required, : Guslobiaaniga. i
3. For the supervision of this new hospital, I su
: " ggest one other way besi indi :
the President of the Local Fund Board’s letter, and this is that, if itylhoe:llgel::: :elti?;ed l;
sidere
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desirable to give the supervision to any other than a Government servant, a good Apothecary be
placed in charge, and the general supervision be vested in the Civil Surgeon, Malabar, as in the
cases of the hspitals at Munjeri, Palghaut, and Ponani.

4. TFrom the above it must not be supposed that I am opposed to what is in a manner proposed
in paragraph 3 of the letter above referred to. I am-in reality for several reasons favorable to
it, and will vote for one of the gentlemen. The suggestion is made simply to meet the supposition

should it happen to come up.

e

No. 2742,
Submitted, with reference to No. 3947 of 25th ultimo on Proceedings of Government, Finan-
cial Department, No. 983, of 10th June 1874, v
(Signed) W. JOHNSTON, u.p.,
TRICHINOPOLY, | Deputy Surgeon-General, Southern Districet,
13th July 1874. Malabar and Canara.
From Lieutenant-Colonel R.B. KENN EDY, Special Executive Engineer, Wynaad, to Surgeon-
General E. G. BALFOUR, Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department, Fort St.
George, dated Luckady, 24th J uly 1874, No. 535.

In reply to your letter, No. 4517, dated 18th instant, I have the honor to inform you that, as
soon as the Vythery Hospital is ready for operation, I do not consider there will be further need
for the services of the Hospital Assistant at Luckady, provided, however, that some arrangement
is made by which the services of the medical officer in charge of the hospital can be secured for
such of the officers and other employés of the Public Works Department as are entitled to attend-
ance at their own residences.

2. My own opinion is that, the medical gentleman in private practice to whom it is proposed
to entrust charge of the hospital being liable from the extensive nature of his practice to be
frequently absent from the neighbourhood, an Apothecary would be a more suitable officer as Resi-
dent Attendant than an Hospital Assistant, the more especially that natives (the class of which the
latter are generally composed) are 80 much more sickly up here than East Indians, and that less
inconvenienee from frequent changes is likely to be incurred by the employment of the latter.
1 speak from experience of many years of both classes, and I think you will find what I say amply
confirmed by the records of the Medical Department in connexion with this station since 1862.
The call for medical aid at the Vythery Hospital, I may add, is likely to be very great.

No. 30. ORDER THEREON, Tth August 1874, No. 1303.

Referred to the President of the Calicut Local Fund Board for report as to the
arrangement which the Board would prefer.

9. Under the ordinary rules the Government will be prepared to give from
Provincial Funds a contribution of twenty-five per cent. of the salary of the medical
officer in charge, on account of attendance on Government servants,and will also
consider any special reasons that may be adduced for the adoption of a different
arrangement in the case of the Vythery Dispensary.,

(True Extract.)

® Acling Chief Secretary.
To the Board of Revenue.
President, Local Fund Board, Calicut Circle.
Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Departnent.

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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