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Read the following papers :—
No. 283, ‘
To ¥ : g
His Excniievcey VERE HINRY LOLD HOBART,

; Governor of Madras.
Tie humble Memorial of the Boatmen
nd Fishermen residing at Royapoo-
rom within the local limits of Madras.

ResprorruLLy SHOWETH, —

That your memorialists’ ancestors, ever since the advent of the British Gov-

ernment in India, have ever evinced ’(h(, most loyal feelings towards the Govern-
ment, and, when occasions required it of th ym, spared neither trouble nor money
to fm:wm‘d such business of Governmment as was demanded of them. What the
aature of their services were need not be e ritered into in detail here, your memao-
rialists content themselves by enclosing 4 petition presented to Government.
containing a brief narrative bearing on Hw ibject ; but your memorialists cannot
{rain bmwnw one circumstance to notice ,; which W1]1 prove the loyalty of your
memorialists” class of men: when the ’SLL& ras Presidency was taken from. the
French, your memorialists’ forefathers at the time were offered by the French
Gtovernment all the inducements possible to retain their services, but your memo-
rialists’ ancestors having cast their lot with Hlb British Government were willing
to abide the result with them, “ come weal egme woe:”? hence, to hold their allegi-
ance to the British Govemmult mviolate tlmy prbierred @ba,ndgnu}crﬁh b1y homes and
properdy, their boats, their all, and cling to the British Gowmment and proceeded
to Fort St. David at Cuddalore, where they égtablished themselves, The Govern-
ment was not unmindfal of then‘ loyalty, but in retum evinced o paternal solici-
tude towards memorialists, as will appear by the invariable kindness that charac-
terized the several measures of Government N’h](‘h affected the mefaorialists.

2. That, on the veburn of the British Clovernment to Madzas, your memoria-
lists located themsclves as formerly, some Quléﬁhepauk and others on the’ spot now
occupied by the rice godowm and Lord Shw 5 Bmfary

3. That, owing to the fre qwnﬁ pel‘md}ma.i m)ts botween mcmormlmts class
and the Mu%suunen of Tmp icane, the (:vOWJi'nmem af the instance of the then
Nawals of the Carnatic, endcavored to remove th boatmen and fishermen resident
ab Uu*pa,uif from that Touzhty D

ol 'Mnat tizomw!x aompen&atmn way also Qﬁ'ared them then gn ihree seve a‘
0ee ‘sxons, a removal could not be effected w‘
gite also for their Chur ch. The Guvexﬁmontz
site ab. Rn pcm:'am,

’{‘hat Qwemwnen% having gi vem %h N huw pmsent site ; in leu of - f}hﬁ%_?
by them at Chepauk and at Lord Ciive's Battery, and. your memorialists
esent site for upwards of seventy-

'ﬁﬁiﬂupmc’ | b ‘
having boen in peaceable ocoupation of their
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three years, your memorialists woul¢ respectfully submic that their proprietary

right is inalienable.

7. That your memorialists hase learnt with unfeigned regret that your

Lordship’s Government have passed an order for the removal of their 1’mmw
situated in the North Beach at Royspooram, and contiguous to the house lately
built by Mr. J. G. Coleman, an influntial member of the Municipality, on the
ground of sanitution.
" 8. Your memorialists bog respetfully to subwmit that the report which was
sent into Government by the Municijality for the remov al of your mewmorialists’
houses, and vpon which report your Lordship’s Government have passed the said
order, now appealed against, is far from heing the truth, incsmuch that your
memorialists’ houses arve not ¢ 1‘mm‘tnd near the officers’ quarters, nor do they he
near or about any respectable liur upem habitation in Royapooram.

9. Your memorialisbs further beg to submit that tho report of the Municipal
Board, recommending the removal ofihur houses, has emanated from an influ-
ential and wealthy member of thatpuguit body, Mr. J. G. Coleman, as i the
12th paragraph more particularly me huncd..

10.  Your memorialists further lbog to submit that, it the Manicipality, in
making the said report to your Lordship’s Government, based their motives
upon public grounds and for the pﬁblir‘ good, two other parcherries, the one
situated just in the heart of Royapopram, where the Furopean and ISast Indian
communitics reside, and the other Ipcatednear or next to the oflicors” quarters,
should have been the fivst to have)been so recommended for removal, as tho
houses in those parcherries -arve, for tf most part, bullt lvegularly, with inflam-
mable materials and (:logg]y huddlw Jnuge,thm without either ventilation or any
meaus of conservancy whatever, and not your memorialists” houses which lie next
and beyond the parcherry situated year the officers’ qruarters, with the necessary
divisions and sub-divisions, for the mbst part contain houses built with brick-in-
chunam and with tiled roofings, with out any open privies or any filth or rubbish
near or about your memorialists’ hoyses, as the conservancy cart passcs vegularly
through our streets and sweeps the night-soil away.

11. Your memorialists regret that they are forced to bring to vour Lord-
ship’s notice a small piece of jobbery of the Municipality. They would fain like
1o pass it over in silence, but. such p step would not allow them to represent
‘their case in the manner it ought to be represented, nor will it be right on the
part of your memorialists to suppresythe main facts of their case on account of the
character of feelings of any one individual man and allow a number of souls, though
poor they be, to suffer thereby,

12, Your memorialists beg to| bring to yc}m‘ Lordship’s notice, that M.
J. G, Coleman, an influential and wealthy mmnber of the Muavicipal corporation,
lately built a large house near and contiguons to your memorialists” houses ; subse-
quently, the said Mz, J. Colemam requested some  of the landlords, who ave
on the west side of his houne to sz‘l? him some of their houses in m’der to
improve and extend his own premweq and which request those people were
. either umnl?mw or. unable wmﬁmem}y to comply with : thus thwarted in his
5 ezldeavor, az:zc”l giqued &t tha refusal’ m,ll hzm any h912565 or 1and Whazever' the
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- Chve ) Ba‘stery, and beqmw on uga fresh. mie if yom- Lordshlp deem it neces Ly
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said Mr. J. G. Coleman was determined to use his official influence and capaeity
against your memorialists, and has one way or the other succeeded in getting the
Municipality to recommend to Governmert the removal of your memorialists’
houses on the ground of sanitation, and wheh said plea your memorialists beg to
state is a misstatoment and one suggested solely for the purpose of blinding the
Government and injuring the poor and helpless. Thefact of Mr. Coleman having
asked certain houseowners near about his louse to sell him certain houses, and
the fact of his having offered fo buy up tle whole block of your memorialists’
houses in the said report sent, your Lordship’s Government has sufficient evideuce
to show that Mr, Coleman, to secure his own interest, sfirred up the said report
to remove your memorialists’ houses. You; menorialists beg to state that, in the
removal of your memorialists’ houses, the yublic will not and eannot benefit the

abmost, it can only be & personal benefit, the benefit of Mr. J. G. Coleman of the
Mummpahty

13. If your Lordship in Council hat any doubt as to your memorialists’
statements in this respeet, your memorialis® beg that an officer nnconnected with
the Local Munieipal Board may bo deputel to inspect the several parcherries in
and about the town of Royapoomm, aud rport to Government the remowal of =

which particular parcherry is most essential and necessary for the public good
and for the public health, and the state and cleomhm‘b of your memorialists’ houses
to that of the two par c,henrwq your munormh%.s Lave referred to.

14. In 1871, the Manicipal Commissioners forcibly opened a road on the
very grounds in which our privies and bacK l‘yards were built, with a view that the
inhabitants will run away of their own chsord instead of suffering the misery
they were exposed to. A fow individuals were fined by the Magistrate for not
removing the hedges of their privies and backyards, under the plea that the
hedges being built with inflammable materials ; upon  which we wrote two peti-
tions requesting the Municipal Commission fo permit us to build our privies and
backyards with brick walls. Up to this moment no reply has been sent to us,
consequently we have been put by the Oammwswnezs to great deal of misery
and cxposure which we think none of the subjects under British Government
have suffered ; yet by this your Lordship will observe that the Municipal Oom‘nmawﬂ”’”
sion liaving, by means of fines, forced us to remove our privies and backyards, and
yet they reprewnted to Government that. eac} ‘hut hag got one open privy; by
this your Lordship wili- observe whether ﬁhezr statements are correct or mnot:
instead of the Municipal (,omnnssmner d')m good to the subjects, they are doing»
things as they think proper ;therefore we request your Lords}up will be good.
enough to ordcr tho M unicipal (zmmmssmn '{’o permit us to have eur pmmea and

Tver rbr v ¥

g ?muﬂmful’e, o :
ay ‘that our ancesﬁoxs ware the nnplemmts in the bands af

_aining this cmmtry fmm ‘”e Nbuwcubfs and other powers, and a.

- iBrEnCe. to ythe Marine De,pm'tmem will mnvmee yﬂur Lordshlp as tothe truthnf
our-stutement : we therefore request your- Lm' dship to peruse the correspomlen 8

mmutdy connected with our ancestors g and uhe}.l‘ rﬂmnml from Cnppduk and I Lo

ﬁh‘;,i we bhoulcl be removed fmm our habl’mtmn. :
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16.  Your memorialists have buill their houses at some trouble ond expense,
gnd have possession of the same for the past seventy-three years, and maore, and
according to law, are sole proprietors oftheland on which their houses are built, and
which ground or site was given to them by Government in lieu of the one thoy
originally held at Chepauk and Lord (five’s Battery, from whence they were
directed to remove to their present abode, and wl
the meritorious service rendered to the Britis]
forefathers. Your memorialists will not gnd o
such serviees, but saflice it to say that iy 1758
Mr. Adam Master Attendant, MOHSRB\WLMIy besieged the garrison, and sonie of the
Company’s servants from fear emigratyd into the interior of the country : Lut our
ancestors, instead of doing so, removed themselves ad their families into the fort, and
were determined to show thejr attachnont ang lovalty to the British, and in those
perilous times carried on their business in aid of the British Sovereign s and when
Governor Moss at that time ox pressed ¢ desire to e secretly conveyed to his funily
at Sadras, and which onerous and periloas duty our ancestors immediately and fear.
lessly undertook and executed with sucess ; and, on their return from Sadras, the
Froneh suddenly seized them and theit houts and loaded their boats with gunpow-
der and provisions and sent them under g Militar y guard to be taken to the French
eamp, but the heroic and loyal boatmen, not foaring the French soldiers, fell upon
and fought them and brought the amanition’ and provisions to the British CaP.
The British Government were highly pleased at their brave conduct and made
~ thew several presents and assured theu of their evorlasting friendship and protee.
tion _fm‘ these and other services. I‘fifl‘iérggcl to the British Government by your
‘memorialists’ ancestors : the Governmsng were Dleased to offer them a free site and
. compensation when they were ‘dirai‘;tf_g& to shifs from Chepauk and Lord Clive’s
- Battery, and also when the block-huty ortk of the Railway Terminus were removed
by the Order of the Government anneked below, the Gtovernment wore pleased to
_'san‘ejtiqn compensation and 4 frea sitef Z(:Qf,f;he. owners of those houses,
i No ' " : : ,.’OraZre‘r thereon, L44) July 1863, No. 817, ‘
o ;}“ The‘ GoVe;*ilmeni‘,aeogsider, that,ﬁhe clegranée of ‘the .Bo'atmen’s and Tisher-
‘men’s huts from the a1te§3, mentmn;efd would be s great ‘sanitary improvement,
Rupees (10,750) ten thousand s{aveﬁ}é h_undred»---_, nd  fifty will therefore be placed
. ab the disposal of the Municipal Commissioners with thig object from the Public
- Works Funds of the year, e L | e

-3, The portion of the Aes‘piam;fie referred to sl-xciﬁléi he i:’«:aﬂed iﬂ_,axzd,kaptr

- olear of all buildings, The rest of tha ground whon cleared should be sold by the

Commissioners for building purposes under proper regulations as to the character

of the buildings, &, e G ‘ ” i e

3, The Commissioners will loy out she new

Boatmen and Fishermen iy such a manner as wil
Prevent overcrowding, &e.” L

rich free site wos given to them for
1 Government by your memorialists’

» When Lord Pizot wag Governor, and
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2
site proposea
L securo thorongh ventilavion a..

(Signed) ~ J. p, SIM,
Seeretary o Govermmeng

e

17, After this explanation, if ths Government are s
© rialisgs’ houses should be removed, they heg that compenga

tll of opinion that meme.
ton and a free site may

annot here give a detailed account of

~will have to be purchased by Governme
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be granted to them, In seoking this privilege gt your Lordship’s hands, they are
sot asking too much or more than the nature ¢f their case deserves as your memori-
alists have shown, and shown clearly, and wih good evidence, that compensation
and free sites have always been accorded to o boatmen and fishermen of Madras
by the Government, from time to time, when they were ordered to remove from
Chepauk and Lord Clive's Battery to their prisent abode on the grounds of sanita-
tion ; and your memorialists now beg that e same privilego may be accorded to
them in the present case. ~ e
And your memorialists will ever pray, dc.
Rovarooram,
L0th April 1873,
(Signed) . 800BOOROY CHETTY,
( » ) T APPASAWMY CHETTY,
| and fifty-nine others.

[ e———
L3

Referred to the Acting Collector of M atyas for inquiry and report in commu-
nivation with the Municipal Commissioners.
(Sgned) W. HUDLESTON,
‘ Chicf Secretary.

R

No, 281. From .J, HUNTER-BLAIR, Fsq., Collector of Mﬁdmg"to the Ion,
D. I CARMICHARL, Acting Clipf Secretary to Government, Fort St

George, dated Madras, 15th 7 uly 1374, No. 144. |

I have the honor to report on the encloied petition from certain boatmen and
fishermen, referred to me for inquiry and Iport, In commanication with the Pre.
sident of the Municipal Commission. T 2

2. The petitioners’ statemonts, that wlen they were removed from Chepauk
to their present quarters, they wore allowed free. sites, and compensation for the
removal of their houses, are proved by the reords of this office, and they have also -
¢njoyed up to date exemption from paymenﬁpf quit~1'es'at. E

3. These concessions appear to. have”leen repeated when some of the boat. -
men’s houses, standing near the Railway Teminus, were removed by G.0. of I 4th
July 1863, No. 817, , R L o k :

¢. I therefore think that petitioners’ caims are reasonable, for although the
sites now occupied by them are still anteredﬁfip_‘the accounts as Goyerhmm?nt pro-
perty, yet they ave in the e?”i‘?}’mﬂnﬁi}f"‘.lf@titif??lﬁl‘_sa who caxmot,- I tiunk,: be
ousted without compensation. . = £ L e R R o
5. Tor ' o dated 30th Jure 1874, No. 478, the President of the Municipal
o ko Wedared o suitablo ‘site is awilable for the location of the "peti-
Fovernment for oo " - :

W

twuers i Uassimode, to the north ‘of the 'V'P‘ﬂﬁié;ﬂi‘ﬁfiileﬁs close to the beach, and .

o » , iy e e i R tvratas Tndive le. s ‘:"‘:
now used as timber yards,  This land i roperty of private individuals, ané v

6. It will be observed from the £ the President of the M_unicip&i_

® 4 g - P S i - i s ~ S
Commission, recorded in G.0., dated 4 e h 1873, Eo. 293, tl:wgt Mr. .Loiem&.n‘,
proposed to pay the sost of ‘the removal of houses, on plots Ay if the ground is
gi%ﬂm him at the average rate realized by plots alveadv sold, or the actual cost

e
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Government will, however, have to purchase ground to
locate the petitioners (sce paragrapt 8), and if the owners of the ground know
CGlovernment is in the market, the pree will be certain to rise enormously. The
best plan would therefore be toallow Mr. Coleman to purchase the ground required
and exchange it with Government for the ground he wants: G‘roverumenb will then

of removing tho huts,

ouly have to pay compensation for th: removal of the huts and houses.
7. I annex copies of letters of tie President, Municipal Commission, and the

Deputy Collector of Madras on the swject.

Bttt eeme

 From R. PAGOONATH ROW, Deputy Cdlector of Madras, to J. HUNTER-BLAIR, Hsq,
Collestor of Madras, dated Madras, 16th May 1874, No. 570,

In re-trausmitting che petition which acompanied your docket,* No. 282, of the 17th May

. 1873, I beg to state that the statements of the

* The plan of Jand iy horewith returned. | petitioners that they were removed by Governs

ment from Chepauk to Royapooram, that ther were then allowed land to build their houses, and

that no quit-rent was ever collected from thw for the lands in their enjoyment, are bornc‘ oub
by Lho records of this office, vide Mr. Roberte

T Huorenvith cont to be returned. gon's leftert to the Board, dated 16Gth May 1839,

No. 32. 'Their claim for a new site and compensation for their buildings, in case they are to be
removed from their proq(\nt hahitations, appars to be lawful and just, although the Government
do not appear to have at any time given up fieir ownership of the soil on which the petitioners

now reside. 1t is true that these hubs are nw so-situabted as to reduce the value of the proporty,
such as Mr, Coleman's bungalow, and that tiim removal to further north is, on sanitary considera-

tlons, necessary ; but, as boatmen, whether ,wiv removal bo @ great distance from the oﬁi@es of the
Marine Department is advmblc* 1 am not coppetent to offor an opinion.

o

From J. G. COLEAMAN, Esq., Officiatilg Tresident, Municipal Commission, Madras, to
J. HUNTER-BLAIR, Esq., Collectér of Madras, dated Madras, 30th June 1874, No. 476,
With reforence to your letter, No. 380, fated 11th instant, I have the honor to inform you thas

a suitable site is available for the location of‘:mmtm.en and fishermen in Cassimode, $o the north of
the public latrines, close to the beach, and rhw used as timber yards. The Government will have

to compensate the parties for the removaidf the huts, and pay for the land which is private

‘ pmperty :
now ‘aite proposed to be given to the boatmen and

agh ventilation and prevens overcrowding, &c.

- The Commissioners will !ay out ¢k
ﬁsher men in such g manner as mll gecure th

stz

15t July 1874, No. 1974, -

- No. 285. . ‘ORDER THEREON, |
“The G‘rcwernnmnt consider that any expense which it may be necessary to

“j,mﬁ’lr should be meﬁ from anmi hal i’lmds-‘
_ 2. The clmms of the p(‘\tlﬁ_op ery m compensation and free sites are obviously
' ,Well faunded : '

(‘Tp‘ige Extract.)

Acting Chief Seerefary.

To the Loﬂedox of M&dxas : ‘ :
g E’.’reudmt of the- Mummpal Cammmxoﬁs M@dr B8




s




	image152
	image153
	image154
	image155
	image156
	image157

