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Proceedhings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
Slst July 1874.
Read the following papers:—
No. 283. |
: ‘ To ‘ -
His Excerimney VERE HENRY LORD HOBART,
Governor of Madras,

The humble Memorial of the Boatmen

and Fishermen vesiding at Royapoo-

ram. within the local limits of Madras.

Resprerruiny Smowrrm,—

That your memorialists’ ancestors, @vei‘ since the advent of the British Gov-
ernment in India, have ever evinced ’rhe most loyal feelings towards the Govern-
ment, and, when oceasions required it of them, spared neisher trouble nor money
to farward such business of Government as was demanded of them. What the
nature of their services were neod not he entered into in detail heve, vour nemo-
rialists content themselves by enclosing a petition presented to Government
containing a brief natrative bearing on the subject ; but your memorialists cannot
refrain bringing one circumstance to notice, which will prove the loyalty of your
memorialists” class of men: when the Madras Presidency was taken from the
French, your memorialists” forefathers at the time were offered by the French
Government all the inducements possible to retain thelr serviees, but your memo-
rialists’ ancestors having cast their lot with the British Government were willing
to abide the result with them, ¢ come weal vome woe:** he ence, to hold their allegi-
auce to the British Government inviolate, they preferred abandoning their homes and
property, their boats, their all, and cling to the British Government, and proceeded
to Por St David at Ouddalore where they established themselves. The Govern--
ment was not unmindful of then* loyalty, but in return evinced a paternal solici-
tude Low(u'dce memorialists, as will appear by the invariable kindness that charac-
terized the several measures of Government which affected the memorialists.

2. That, on the return of the British Government to Madras, your memoxia-
lists located themselves as formerly, some at Chiopauk, and others on the spot now
oceupied by the rico godowns and: Lord Clive’s Battery. e
8. That, owing to the frequent periodical riots befween memorialists’ 013‘58
and the Mussulmen of Triplicane, the Government, at the instance of the them
Nawwab of the Carnatic, endeavored to remcve the boatme and fishermen remdent

at Chepauk from that locality. \

- 4. That, though compehsation was also offered them then on three several
ocoasions, a removal could not be effected iill a free site was granted them, and &
site also for their Church. lho Gove "nmmxx,dlotttd for thzs purpose ‘their present
site at Zu,oyfaE30011&111. ‘ TR e e T T S
, 5. That those located north- of Li%k Tcwn (nmv the rice godowns and
Lord Clive’ s Battery) wore removed to ];,O)a.pooram, and Governmernt 111sposed of -
the & u.mds vacated very advantageously to private merchants, A

6. That Government having given them their present site in lieu of those

-

ceapiad Z.;y them at Chepauk mxd at Lord Clive's Battery, and your memorialists
having been in peaceable oceupation of their presént site for upwards of seventy-
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three years, your memorialists would respectfully submic that their proprietary
right is inalienable. . . | |

7. That your memorialists have learnt Wfth unfeigned regr‘&t ﬂ.mt your
Lordship’s Glovernment have passed an order for th.e removal 'ot their I:xc»lts@s
situated in the North Beach at Royapooram, and contiguous tn.t.he l:}Quse .laf.ely
built by Mr. J. G. Coleman, an influential member of the Municipality, on the
ground of sanitation. . ‘

8. Your memorialists beg respectfully to submit that the report which was
sent info Government by the Municipality for the removal of vour m(,',znoriu,}mt;s’
houses, and upon which report your Lordship’s Government ]’mve pussed the said
order, now appealed against, is far from being the #ruth, inasmuch that your
memorialists’ houses are not situated near the officers’ quarters, nor do they lie
near or about any respectable European habitation in Royapooramn.

9. Your memoriulists further beg to submit that the report of the Munici pal
Board, recommending the removal of their houscs, has eznmnq!;e(l from uu‘inﬁu«
ential and wealthy member of that asugust body, Mr. J. G. Coleman, as in the
12th paragraph more particularly mentioned. |

10.  Your memorialists further beg to submit that, if the Municipality, in
making the said report to your Lordship's Government, based their motives
upon public grounds and for the public good, two other 1‘)111'(:1)(;51”1‘@3, the ono
situated just in the heart of Royapooram, where the European and Fast Indian
communities reside, and the other lopated near or nest to the officers’ (puarters,
should have been the first to have been so recommended for removaly as the
houses in those parcherries are; for the most part, built irregularly, with tnflam-
mable materials and elosely huddled together withoud cither ventilation or any
mheans of conservancy whatever, and not your memorialists’ houses which 110 next
and beyond the parcherry situated mpar tho officers’ quarters, with the necessary
divisions and sub-divisions, for the most part contain houses built with briek-in-
chunam and with tiled 1‘00(1:',1;;5, withaut any open privies or any filth or rublish
near or about your memorialists’ housss, as the conservancy cart passes regularly
through our streets and; sweeps the uight-s0il away.

11, Your memorialists regret that they are forced to bring to your Lord-
ship’s notice a small piece of jobbery of the Municipality. They would fuin like
to pass it over in silence, but such & step would not allow them to represent
thelr case in the manner it ought to be represented, nor will it be right on the
pai*t of your memorialists to suppress the main facts of their case on account of the
character of feelings of any one individual man and allow a number of souls, though
poor they be, to suffer theveby,

12. Your memorialists beg to bring to your Lordship’s notice, that Mr.
J. G. Coleman, an influential and wedlthy member of the Municipal cotporation,
lately built s large house near and conliguous to your mermorialists’ houses : subse-
quently, the said Mr. J. &. Coleman requested some of the landlords, who ave
on the west side of his house, to sell him some of their houses in . order to
improve and extend his own’ premises, and which request. ihésﬁ “people were
etther unwilling or unable conveniently to comply “with : thus thwarted in his
eudeavor, and piqued at the refusal ¢o sell him any hguse}_ﬁr land whatever, the
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said My, J. G. Coleman was determined to use his official influence and capacity
against your memorialists, and has one way or the other succeeded in getting the
Municipality to recommend to Government the removal of your memorialists’
houses on the ground of sanitation, and which said plea Yyour memorialists beg to
state is a misstatement and one suggosted solely for the purpose of blinding the
Government and inj uring the poor and helpless. The fact of My, Coleman having
asked certain houseowners near about his house to sell him certain houses, and
the fact of his having offered to buy up the whole block of your memorialists’
houses in the said report sent, your Lordship’s Government has sufficient ovidence
to show that Mr, Coleman, to secure his own interest, stirred up the said report
to romove your memorialists’ houses. Vour memorialists beg to state that, in the
removal of your memorialiste’ houses, the public will not and eannot benefis the
ubmost, it can only be a personal benefit, the benefit of Mr. J. @. Coleman of the
Municipality. :

13. If your Lordship in Couneil has any doubt as to your memorialists’
statements in this respect, your momorialists beg that an officer unconnected with
the Local Municipal Board may be deputed to inspect the several parcherries in
and about the town of Royapooram, and report to Government the removal of
which particular parcherry is most essertial and necessary for the public good
and for the public health, and the state and cleanliness of your memorialists’ houses
to that of the two parcherries your memorialists have referred to.

14, In 1871, the Municipal Cotamissioners forcibly opened a road on the
very-grounds in which our privies and backyards were built, with a view that the
inhabitants will run away of their own atcord instead of suffering the misery
they were exposed to. A fow individuals were finad by the Magistrate for nof
removing the hedges of their privies and backyards, under the plea that the

- hedges being built with inflammable materials ; upon  which we wrote two peti-
tions requesting the Municipal Commission to permit us to build our privies and
backyards with brick walls.  Up to this ‘moment no reply has been sent to us;
consequently we have been put by the Commissioners to great deal of misery
and exposure which we think none of the subjects under British Government
.have suffered ; yot by this your Lordship will observe that the Municipal Commis-
sion having, by means of fines, foreed us to Teniove our privies and backyards,aﬁd
yet they represented to Governtent that each hut has got one open privy s by
this your Lordship will observe whether their statements are correct or nob ;.
instead of the Municipal Commissioners doing good to the subjects, they are doing -

- things as they think proper; therefore we reguest your. Lordship will be good
enough to order the Municipal Commisgion to permit us to have our privies and
backyards as heretofore, =~ - - : Tl S

A,

Government for gaining this country from'the Nawabs and other powers,anda -

~reference to the Marine Department will convince your Lordship a3 to the truth of
‘our statement : we therefore request your Lordship to peruse the correspondsnce
minutely eonnected with our ancestors and their removal from Chepauk and Lord

<’ Clive"ﬁ}Ba‘ctery, and bestow on us a fresh sife if your Lordship deem it necessary
that we should be removed from our habitation, '

15. We dare say that our ancestors ‘weve the implements mﬁhe 'ha.vrzads’ of |
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16. Your memorialists have built their houses at some trouble and expense,
and have possession of the same for the past seventy-three years, and more, and
according to law, are sole proprietors of the land on which their houses are huilt, and
which ground or site was given to them by Governmentin lien of the one they
originally held at Chepauk and Lord Olive’s Battery, from whence they were
directed toremove to their present abode, and which free site was given to them for
the meritorions service rendered. to the British Grovernment by your memorialists’
forefathers. Your memorialists will notand canuot here give adetailed acconnt of
such services, but suflice it to say that in 1758, when Lord Pigot was Governor, and
Mr, Adam Master Attendant, Monsieur Lally bmw«wd the garrison, and some of the
Company’s servants from fear emigrated into the interior oi the country ; hut our
ancestors, instead of doing so, removed theniselves and their families into the fort, and
were determined to show their attachment and loyalty to the Dritish, and in those
perilous times carried on their business in aid of the British Sovereign : and when
Glovernor Moss at that time expressed a desire to be seeretly conveyed to his fumily
at Sadras, and which onerous and perilovs duty onr ancestors immediately and fear-
lessly undertook and executed with success ; and, ontheir retuwen from Sadras, the
French suddenly seized them and their boats and loaded their hoats with gunpow-
der and provisions and sent them under a Militury guard to be taken to the French
camp, but the heroic and loyal boatmer, not fearing the French soldiers, fell upon
and touwht them and brought the ammuanition and provisions to the British camp.
The British Govermment were-highly pleased- at their brave conduct and made
them several presents and assured. them of their everlasting [riendship and protec-

~ tion for these and other services mnderad to the DBritish Government by your
memorialists’ ancestors: the Government wero pleased to offer them a free site and
compensation when they were directed to shift from Chepauk and Lord Clive’s
Battery, and also when the block-huts north of the Railway Terminus were removed
by the Order of the Government annesed below, the Government were pleased to
sanction compensation amd a free site 0 the owners of those houses.
e, T1L, Order ﬁzeremz, Vbl July 1863, No. 817.

“ The Grovernment consider that the clearance of the Boatmen’s and Fisher-

men’s huts from the sites mentioned would be a great sanitary improvement.’

Rupees (10,750) ten thousand seven hundred and fifty will therefore be placed
at the duposal of the Municipal Commissioners with this object from the Pubhc
Works Fands of the year. : |

2.  The portion of the u;planadv reforred to shouid be mxle& in and kept
clear of all buildings. The rest of the ground when cleared should be sold by the
Commissioners for building purposes under proper regulations as to the character
of the buildings, &e. |

3. The Commissioners will 1&3 uut he new site proposed to be given to the

Boatmen and Fishermen in such a mahner as will secure thorough ventilation and
prevent overcrowding, &e.” o

j (Signed) J. D. SIM,
‘ ‘{ | | Seeretary to Government,
17, After this explanatlon if thl, Government are still of opinion that memo-

mahsts huuses should be removed th
z

beg Lhai, ﬂompensa’cmn and a free site may
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be granted to them. In seeking this privilege at your Lordship’s hands, they are
not asking too much or more than the nature of their case deserves as your memori-
alists have shown, and shown clearly, and with good evidence, that compensation
and free sites have always been accorded to the boatmen and fishermen of Madras
by the Government, from time to time, when they were ordered to remove from
Chepauk and Lord Clive’s Battery to their present abode on the grounds of sanita-
tion ; and your memorialists now beg that the same privilege may be accorded to
them in the present case.
And your memorialists will ever pray, &e.
Rovarooray,
29th April 1878, a
(Bigned)  T.SOOBOOROY CHETTY,
( 4 ) T.APPASAWMY CHETTY,
and fifty-nine others.

[ -

Referred to the Acting Collector of Madras for inquiry and report in commu-
nication with the Municipal Commissioners,

(Bigned) W. HUDLESTON,
‘ Tief Seerefary.
No.284.  From J. HUNTER-BLAIR, Fsq., Collector of Madras, to the Hon.
D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
Greorge, dated Madras, 15th July 1874, No. 144. ‘

I have the honor to report on the enclosed petition from certain boatmen and
fishermen, referred to me for inquiry and report, in communication with the Pre-
sident of the Municipal Commission.

‘2, The petitioners’ statements, that when they were removed from Che pauk

~to their present quarters, they were allowid free sites, and compensation for the

removal of their houses, are proved by the tecords of his office, and ‘they bave also
engoyed up to date exemptmn from paymenb of quit-rent.

8. These concessions appear to have heen repeated. when some of th(a boat-

“men’s houses, standing near the leway ‘larmmm, were removed by Gr 0. of 14th
July 1863, No. 817,

4. I therefore think that pemmnerb \qums are re ﬂ.sonable, for although the

_sites now oceupied by them are still enteréd in the accotints as Government pro-

‘per‘by, yeb they are in the enJoymcm Gf pctmonerb, Who ca.nnot 1 thmk, ke
_ousted without compensation. '

5. In a letter, dated 30th June 1874, No 476, fhc Premdent ei the Mummpal

i Commmmon states that a sniftable site is ;va.ﬂa.ble for the location of the peti-
tioners in Cassimode, to the north of é,he ;rubhc latrines, close to the beach; and

jinow used as timber yards. 'This land is he property of private mdwxduala, and “
~will have to be purchased by Government.

8. It will be observed from the leiter of the Pmsﬂent of the Mummpal

- Commission, recorded in ¢,0., dated 4th Narch 1873, No. 293, that Mr. Coleman |

proposed t¢ pay the cost of the removal <f houses, on plots A, if the ground is

~ given fo him at the average rate realized by plots already sold, or the actual cost
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of removing the huts. Government will, however, have to purchase ground to
locate the petitioners (see paragraph &), and if the owners of the ground know
Government is in the market, the price will be certain to rise enormously. The
best plan would therefore be toallow Mr. Coleman to purchase the ground required
and exchange it with Government for the ground he wants: Government will then
only have to pay compensation for the removal of the huts and houses.

7. I annex copies of letters of the President, ] \Iamupa,l bonumwmn, and th@
Deputy Collector of Madras on the subject,

ety

From R. RAGOONATH ROW, Deputy Collector of Madrasy, to J. HUNTER-BLAIR, Eaq.,
Collector of Madras, dated Madras, 16th May 1874, o, 570.

In re-transmitbing the pebition which acc,ompamed your docket,® No. 282, of the 17th May

 Tho ptan of laad. i herevith relncned, 1873, 1 beg to state that the statements of the

‘ petitioners that they were removed by Govern-

ment from Chepauk to Royapooram, that they were then allowed land to build their houses, and

that no quit-rent was ever collected from thenm for the lands in their enjoyment, are horne oub
by the records of this office, wide Mr. Robert-

§ Horewith sent to bo roburned.  gon’s lettert to the Board, dated 16th May 1836,

No. 85, Their claim for a new site and compensation for their buildings, in case they are to be

removed from their present habitations, appesrs to be lawful and just, although the Gover nment-

do not appear bo have ab any fime given up thér ownership of the soil on which the petitioners
now reside. 1t is true that these huts are now so ‘smnted 24 to reduce the value of the pY aperty,
such ag Mr. Coléman's bunmlow, and that thcu removal to furthor north is, on sanitary considera-
tions, necessary ; but, as boatmen, whether theu removal to 3 greab dlsbmce from the offices of the

~ Marine Department is advisible, T am not competent to offer an opinion.
‘Fro'm J. G. COLEMAN, Esq., (}ﬂiciatihg;; President, Municipal Commission, Madras, to
J. HUNTER-BLAIR, Bsq., Collector of Madras, dated Madras, 30th June 1874, No. 476.
- With reference to your letter, No. 380, dabed 11th instant, I have the honor fo inform you that
& suitable site ig available for the location of biatmen and fshermen in Cassimode, to the north of
the public latrines, close to the beach, and nov used as timber yards. The Government will have
to compensate the parties for ‘the removal of the huts, and pay for the land which is pmvates

property. ,
2. The Commissioners will lay oub the new site proposdd to be given to the beabmenv and:

fishermen in such & manner as will secure tlloragugh ventilation and prevent overcrowding, d&e.

N el

No. 285. OrpER THEREON, 3ist July 1874, No, 1974.
The Government consider that eny expense which it may be nceessary to

incur should be met from Municipal fuads.
2. The claims of the petitioners {0 compensation :md free sites are obviously

well-founded.
(True Extract.)

A‘ o  Ghiaf S «g;'ﬁ,,,

To the Colleetor of Madras. ‘ Adting SRl Sairetord
4> President of the Mumcx;pa,i @ommmm, Mﬁdma. : .

Exd. W JEI Iﬁxemh e

P
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