


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
30¢h July 1874,

No. 271; Read the following letter from Colonel F. J. MOBE RLY, R.E,
District Ingineer of Chingleput, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E.,
Secretary to (tovernment, Public Works Departmyent, Fort St. George,
dated Guindy, 9th July 1874, No. 1154

I have the honor to submit the following remarks with reference to Proceed-

Enclosure one, ings, Revenue Board, No. 1334, of the 8rd

One copy of letter to the Progident of the Tocal June’z whicl I have seen as a member
Fund Board, No. 878, dated 7th May 1874, of the Local F'und Board, Sydapot Circle,

as Tobserve that my No. 378 of the 7th May, in which I hoped that ] hade \plamed‘
some points, is net included in the correspondence. : . ‘
2. The Board lay stress (paragraph 4) on wy addressing Government direct,
overlooking the fact stated in my No. 2743, recorded in &, O. , No. 153, of the R9th

January, that I was replying to G.O., No. 30, of tho 7th January.

3. They consider my statement as to neo’l ct of Bule LXXII. unre ason%ble,

I understand the object of the rule to be, to forewarn members so that they may

arrange their other dutm with the view of abtending such meetings only as

concern them. ‘
4. I will not go back to the case under notice of the Board, but observe that
since that the following circumstances have happened.

6.  On March ]H;h Mr. Lowry sent me a letter remrdmw the material being
used on the Conjeveram Road. This was forwarded by me on the 20th by
mistake to. the President of the L@mﬂ Fung Boa.z& instead of to the Collector as the.
head of the Revenue De pmtment the executive a.gentﬂ on thxs road. 'The notice
convening the Local Fund Board mecting of the 31st March was msugd on tho 11th,
and of course eould not umlude, this SRILJQ, The three matters named de nof
seem o require my pre&,ence. B e T PN el

6. The procee dmn"s cf this meetuw were not s:tgned t1l the 151;}1 May or;
publmhod till the 30th May. Thad, therofore no clue to the meaning of the vague
statement in the notice of the 2nd April, that the meeting of the 14th April would

“yeceive the report of the Commlﬁtee on ﬁhe Conjeveram Road.” - I thought I had

sent advice as to the use of inferior material to the Revenue- Dopa,rtment and never

: suppoao& that' t had been bmught :aﬁ a, cr}mpiamt aomn% the Tahslldar before *bh&

Rt e N N

no 1de ‘ﬁm{; ! Sub Oarmmtf; o of nmnprofmsmnal

from aiet%er of the thsﬂdar of Coiljeveram to the Sub Colloctor damd 291311 Mm’eh
1874, on the subject. e o ~ RENEN
9. As regards Mr. uawry 8 «complamt of $ho a‘ctempt to take away c@olws»
B I can only 0‘0&3 Ve ‘ah t no mggmy has bwn made, I have not seen &_O., No. 304,
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afthe 30th March, and we have not Deen Cﬂlu d on to substantiate our statements,
Even the takeeds issued by the Tahsildar have not been called for; his simple
denial has been accepted.  Vallaveram, I would point out, is in the extreme novth
end of the taluq, and the Conjeveram road in the south ; it is a short mile from the
Tandalam Bridge, now in progress under Mr. Lowry. The remarksas to the
480 villages and large bodies of coolies being dragged by force were not mude by
us. They wonld have been overt acts ensily proved.  Noattempt is made to show
why coolies should go tweuty miles for work whicli they could get at their own
door, either on the bridge or thn Kuam roa
10.  The Sub-Collector, I Would urge, must be very ill-informed as to the
power aud influence of a Tahsildar, if he oxpects to got complaints against bhim
from the ryots divect. Aftor o late Local Fund Board meeting, a member apulo-
gized to me for not supporting my amendment, beeause lie was afraid of voting
ggainst the Tahsildar. - Tdid not doubt him for a moment, and am fully persuaded
*that he would deny the statoment if asked by we to vepeat it before the Tahsildar,
11, Tanust protest against the statemoent that Trefused to obtain M. Lowey’s
m{phumtio"l of the Tahsilidars c*«"’:u!lsw-ftn‘xl[‘Iaint. Incthe fiest place T had alveady
his version of the faets, and in the sccond, L-did not understand the complaint.
1 I'F!Jurred to my clerks as to theve being ‘mw,' hidden meaning i the expression
“IIe is a man like you,” but if there were, I folt sure, with my knowledge of
M. Lowry's utter ignorance of Tawil, that }m could not havo usod the words at all,
and it seamed ta ba.that wmy vouching. for this mush bhelstrongoe Hm,u GYen Mx.
TLowry’s denial,  He hag, however, since aceopted ray explanation as Lis own.

e rn S —

From Colonel I‘. J. MQE‘ERLY T’ K., 1*1811‘;0 b Wugineer of f"hmerh\pub to B.W. B \RLOW’ oy,
Pregident of the Local E*umi erd Lhuwloyut District, dated Guindy, 7th Moy 1874,
NO n»v . e

I iavo the }mnar to acknowledge the ree oi ot of your o, 178, dated 80th Apli], and ity enclow

eum&:, and beg in the first place to observe, with reference fo pfuarrragph 10 of the Vice- President’s
letber, that I have very serupulously addressed myself to you on all Local Fund ma(ttu‘k and
that Mr. Crole has not mppznentlv natxced that my letter, No. 2748, commences by quoting &
Departmental @.0., No. 80, dated 7th Jauuary, but for which T ghould cor tain‘y not have written.
I 'Gﬂlbb thwt the bugwd of Revenue mﬂ uot endorse the momve‘b Whmh have ism,n .mttnbuted to me.

“Tam surprised at ﬂw assevtion in paragraph 7. I pressed the Qondxtmn of tho rond

from qumu to Tandalum, cxplamuw how difficult it was to pass over the east end of it. In
defermxoc to my urgeucy I was allowed to spend Rupees 1,000 on the three miles near Tandalum.

Bofar us I can remember, L made and supported my request ; it was put to the vobe and rejected.
I would ask you to compare the resolution of the 18th  December quoted, and that of the 24th

: Ml‘ebnwry, a,ndsubuuﬁ that the former, drawn up at the time, be:, g me out, and that there was
0O disQUsSION.. :

-9, - Inaturally expected that before the important general question remitted to us by Govern-

‘ment in Order, No. 153, of the 20th January was discussed, 1 should, agrecably to Rule LXXII,
have lmd due notice. T-only received the Government Order afew days before the day on which the
. meeting was convened, and hefore T eould apply. to. you for veturns of traflic on the roads, -of

“revenue from villages adjacent who pa,y coss, &, Iowas miozm id i in o gjumﬁe note from Mr. Lowry.

L-that the mam@r had bcen mz:t’dm}

I submit that the sub.}wt hd,‘"ﬂ nai yc‘f beeu &mzus eé‘

L 8N a1 L L R o S P o 4 N o P o P o o S P S P S, SN SS
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5. With all deference to the feelings of the members, I urge that we have merely their indi~
vidual opinions. 'There is no arygwmnent brought forward that I can see from statistics by which
fair comparison ean be wade. lr. Crole velics on the age of the road from Conjeveram to
Chingleput. I have not the dates of the various movements made by the Collector ; but I can
well believe that when the Cutcherry was at Chingleput, and the treasury at Conjeveram, the
Revenue authorities thought it advisable to make a road. ‘That in all the yoars that have elapsed
since, neither they nor the Department of Public Works have suggeqted that it should be metallorﬁ,
is, in my humble opinion, & point in my favor.

6. Ramakistna Iyer asserts the existence of petitions. I particnlarly asked as to this point
on the 18th December, but receiving no reply, concluded that none had been received. I suggested
these as one of the means of testing public opinion.

7. Asregards my previous procedure mentioned by Venkatrama Iyer, T heg to point out
that the Board made some remark as to delay in cxecuting cevtain works. T disavowed responsi-
bility, and suggested that application should be made to higher authority to expedite the sanction
of estimates which I had duly forwarded. I cannot see how this act of mine can he interproted
into meaning that I preferred this road to any other.

8. As regards Mr. Crole’s doubts in paragraph 13, T would beg that reference be made to
the attendance list of members at the head of cach minute of the proceedings of the Tocal Fund
Board., If I have been rightly informed as regards the occupations of those members who really -
are regular, you may perhaps be satisfied as to my reasons for doubting whether the Board repre-
sented any gencral interest. I submit that I have no concern with those who ravely or never como.

9. I must particularly ask that my letter regarding the neglect of Rule LXXIL, No. 2099, of
tho 6th Tebruary 1874, be forwarded with these papers.  With very heavy busiress on my hands, it
was far from easy for me to get to & Local Fund Board meeting of the Chingleput Cirele, when I had
very short notice, or when the Board met at Conjeveram, it was really difficult; and if I saw that
no important matier was entorved, I gladly avoided a troublesome journey. - Hven the proceedings of
the Board did not reach me for many days ; reference to District Gazcbies will bear me out. I have

seen those of the 24th February for the first time on May 4th.
Transferred to the Financial Department, with reference to the under-mentioned
Orders in that Department, dated 13th December 1873, No, 1813, and 20th January

1874, No. 153. |
(Signed)  G. W, WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,

OoTACAMUND,. .
20¢h July 1874, Secretary to Government, P. W.D.
No. 272. OrpER THEREON, 30th July 1874, No. 1267.

Recorded with reference to G.O., dated 3rd July 1874, No. 1108.
2. It will be considered in the Public Works Department how far Mr.

Lowry s “utter ignorance of Tamil ” is compa,hble with efficient service in a ’1am11

District.
(True Extract.)

Acting Ohief Seeretary.

To the Public Works Department,

Fxd, J. Wright.
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