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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
9th July 1874.

No. 113. Read the following letter from W. McQUHAE, Esq., President of
the Municipal Commission, Madura, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Periacolum,
16th June 1874, No. 31 :—

With reference to the Order of Government in the Financial Department,
dated 20th April 1874, No. 636, I have the honor to state that the difficulties
regarding the annual grant to Mr. Chester’s Dispensary have arisen out of Mr.
Chester’s desire for complete independence.

9. If the Dispensary buildings belonged absolutely to Mr. Chester, and if the
Local and Municipal Boards were mere subscribers to the institution, they would
have nothing to do with Mr. Chester’s accounts, and there would be no difficulty.

3. The views of the Vice-President of the Dindigul Circle Board are stated
in his letter of the 7th June, No. 78, copy of which is submitted herewith. A sub-
scription of Rupees 750 to the Dispensary was entered in the Local Fund Budget
for the current year, but this was subsequently increased to Rupees 1,368 in conse-
quence of Mr. Chester’s representations that he could not carry on the Dlspensary
without this increased assistance. A corresponding increase was made in the
Municipal contribution.

4. If the Local Boards bear the whole cost of the institution, it is right that
they should have power to sanction the expenditure in detail as is done in the case
of other Local Fund Dispensaries, but my impression is that Mr. Chester will not
submit to this amount of control. Ihave never been able to understand why Mr.
Chester should not give us any accounts that may be required ; but as matters stand
at present it is impossible for us to be anything but subscribers to the institution,
and in that case the question of the amount of subscription to be given will arise
annually, unless it is permanently settled under the orders of Government.

No. 114, OrpER THEREON, 9th July 1874, No. 1144,
To be recorded.

(True Extract.)

D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting COhief Secretary

Exd, W. H. French.,
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